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ARE IMPORTANT—TOO! 





“Suffer children to come to Me, and forbid them not...” 
—Luke XVIII 
The responsibility of fulfilling Our Lord's command exists 
to the end of time. All Catholic children—including those at- 
tending public schools — have the right to know God. The Confra- 
ternity Editions of the weekly MESSENGERS help those charged 
with fulfilling this command in religious instruction classes. These 
“religion texts that come weekly’’ are prepared in separate 
editions for definite age groups—Our LITTLE MESSENGER for 
grades 2 and 3; the JUNIOR CATHOLIC MESSENGER for grades 
3-6; and the YOUNG CATHOLIC MESSENGER for grades 6-9. The 
Confraternity MESSENGERS cover 
essential doctrine accurately .. . 
adequately . . . attractively. Write 
for rates and samples. 





GEO. A. PFLAUM, Publisher, Inc. 
38 West Fifth Street, Dayton 2, Ohio 





A NEW SUN 


on the 


BIBLICAL HORIZON 





N° SINGLE BRANCH OF RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE has so intrigued scholars 

and students in quest of truth as the sacred writings of the Holy Bible. 
Yet, search where you will, you cannot find anywhere a complete and 
Catholic encyclopedia of the Bible in the English language. This gaping 
void was partially closed in 1949 when we published the CaTHotic Bis- 
LICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE NEW TESTAMENT by Rt. Rev. Msgr. John E. 
Steinmueller, $.T.D., S.Ser.L., and Mother Kathryn Sullivan, R.S.C.J., 
Ph.D., a work which the late Very Rev. James M. Vosté, O.P., Secretary of 
the Pontifical Commission for Biblical Studies termed an “answer to the 
real need of the Church in America as well as in England and Ireland.” 


It is especially gratifying to announce at this time that these same re- 
spected Biblical scholars have now completed a comprehensive encyclo- 
pedia of the Old Testament, a stupendous undertaking to which both 
resfected Biblical authorities have devoted so many years of research. 
Catholics in the English-speaking world will welcome the news that 
we are combining both the Old and the New Testament encyclopedias 
and will publish both in a single volume. This complete CATHOLIC Brs- 
LICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA has been characterized by the Very Rev. Athanasius 
Miller, O.S.B., present Secretary of the Pontifical Commission for Biblical 
Studies, as “a project which will bring lasting honor to the Catholics of 
America.” 


The new complete CATHOLIC BIBLICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA is a work of such 
magnitude that full justice cannot be done to it within the limitations of 
a descriptive pamphlet. While the exposition which follows is necessarily 
fragmentary, it will, we are certain, demonstrate conclusively that the 
work has no compeer in its field. This claim, we feel, will be fully 
substantiated in your own mind after you have examined your copy of 
this monumental work. Remember, if you are not fully satisfied after a 
ten-day examination privilege, your money will be cheerfully refunded. 


Clement J. Wagner 
President 


Josepu F. Wacner, INc. 
* Reservation Form will be found 
in back of this brochure. 





HIGH PRAISE 


from both Catholic and non-Catholic Sources 


*““We owe a debt of gratitude... 


66 


6é 


99 


“This book will prove to be a boon to all those who seek brief and trustworthy 
explanations of textual, historical, geographical, linguistic, and doctrinal topics pertaining 
to the New Testament. Since the New Testament fulfills the Old, subjects relating to the 
latter are not altogether excluded. Editors and writers, priests and teachers, students in 
college and high school will find the book to be a mine of information and an indispensable 
tool in their work. It includes introductory articles to all the books of the New Testament 
and to all the principal aspects of New Testament history and theology, dogmatic, ascetical 
and moral. A book of this type has long been a desideratum in the Catholic English- 
speaking world. We are glad to note that the gap has been filled with such competence. 
We owe a debt of gratitude to the authors for their self-sacrificing labor and to the pub- 
lisher for the technical perfection of the book. 


“The articles are intended chiefly for those who are not scientifically equipped to use 
the professional literature on the subjects which they treat. . . . The articles, in accordance 
with the scope of the book, are in simple, non-technical language. The pronunciation of 
biblical names and terms is indicated, when necessary, by a phonetic spelling readily 
intelligible. Frequently, too, the meaning of Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek words is given 
in brackets. Illustrations and maps add to the clarity of the references and the exposition.” 


Michael J. Gruenthaner, S.J., 
in The Catholic Biblical Quarterly, XIII (1951) 106. 


. represents a fresh start...” 


Commenting upon the new path which the CatHotic Bisticat ENcycLopepia — by 
reason of its rich variety of subject matter and popular style—marks out in the long history 
of Bible dictionaries and encyclopedias, Rev. Peter Nober, SJ., in the international 
quarterly Biblica, 33(1952) 121-126 concludes: “All in all the lexicon, which represents 
a fresh start, gives us the results of a rich, modern research according to available tools 
and we wish the authors a happy completion of their work.” 


. best guide in English .. .”’ 


“Roman Catholic scholars have written impertant books on the Bible and its parts, 
but Protestant Biblical students have generally failed to give sufficient attention to such 
works. It is therefore a pleasure to introduce to the readers of this BULLETIN the excellent 
introduction of Professor Steinmueller — the best guide in English to an understanding 
of the official Roman Catholic position on Biblical problems and of Roman Catholic 
contributions to the study of the Bible. 


“These three volumes are concise and thorough, clear and informing, accurate and 
comprehensive.” 


Review of R. H. Pfeiffer, Professor at Harvard University 
in Divinity School Bulletin, Vo. XLII (March 30, 1945), No. 7, p. 61. 
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: IGHLIGHTS 
ul Covers exhaustively both the Old and 
7 New Testaments. 
ls ‘ 
Contains 2000 pages (714%4” x 10%”), 
beautifully bound in Buckram. 
a 
Old Testament volume has 4600 arti- 
5. cles and cross references; New Testa- 
+h ment, 1685 — a combined total of 6285. 
nt od 
1g Over 450 illustrations, maps and charts. 
ic “ 
All proper names in their Vulgate 
nd titles. Etymology — simplified English 
pronounciation — Hebrew or Greek 
ty transcription of all proper names. 
51. 


(Note: A single article may contain 
many proper names. The article on 
Zacharias, for example, mentions 30 
different individuals in the Old Testa- 
ment). 























IT WOULD BE a misconception to 
assume that the CATHOLIC BIBLICAL 
ENCYCLOPEDIA is designed only for Bib- 
lical Scholars. It will be found indis- 
pensable for 


Priests in the pulpit 
* 


Students* and Professors of 
Dogmatic, Moral and Ascet- 
ical Theology 


* 
Students and Professors of 
Philosophy and its History 
e 


Students and Professors of 
Ancient History 


Students and Professors of 
the Sciences 


Educated Laity 


The CatTHo.tic BisiicaL ENCYCLo- 
PEDIA is not a dictionary, not a commen- 
tary, not a translation. It is far more 
than any of these: it is an encyclopedia 
in the strictest sense and it represents 
years and years of diligent research by 
two respected American scholars. Their 
objective is to offer a guide to Biblical 
theology, philosophy, history, archeol- 
ogy, language, geography, government 
— and to make this ENCYCLOPEDIA so 
all-inclusive as to obviate the necessity 
of wading through volumes of collato- 
ral writings for the answers to count- 
less and important questions. 


*The lifetime value of the CATHOLIC 
BIBLICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA makes this 
work a most appropriate gift for our 
newly ordained priests and for those in 
preparation for religious life. 


See following 
specimen pages 






































Exhaustive Interpretation 
of Biblical Words and Topics 
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DIA have gone to great lengths to 
set forth every conceivable facet 
of words and topics. If a subject 
can be fully explored in a lim- 
ited number of words, brevity is 
adhered to. Some topics, how- 
ever, are so far-reaching in their 
significance that they merit col- 
umns, even pages, for elucida- 
tion. In the latter instances, 
neither the authors nor the pub- 
lishers have resorted to short-cut 
versions, hut have accorded each 
subject all the space necessary to 
provide full and complete infor- 
mation. 




















All Biblical people, 
places, and events treated in the 
most comprehensive manner 
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Rr. Rev. Mscr. Joun E. STEINMUELLER 
S.T.D., S. SCR. L. 





THe AUTHORS 


One of the two Consultors of the Pontifical Biblical Com- 
mission from the United States, Monsignor Steinmueller has 
enjoyed a brilliant career as one of the Church’s leading 
Biblical specialists. His wide experience preéminently quali- 
fied him for the unique task of preparing the complete 
CATHOLIC BisLicaL ENcycLopepiA—the first and only work 
of its kind in the English language. 


After completing studies at Brooklyn Cathedral College, 
St. John’s Seminary and Innsbruck University in Austria, 
Monsignor Steinmueller obtained the coveted degree of 
S. Ser.L. at the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome. Then 
followed years of intensive research in the Holy Land and 
Egypt, research which enabled him to gather a wealth of 
fresh, valuable material. 


Monsignor Steinmueller was Professor of Sacred Scripture 
and Hebrew at the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, 
Huntington, L. I., New York, and has also served as Professor 
of Religion at the Queen of the Holy Rosary Novitiate. He 
is a charter member of the Catholic Biblical Association of 
the United States and is now pastor of St. Barbara’s Church 


in Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Among Monsignor Steinmueller’s earlier accomplishments 
in Scriptural work are: A Companion to Scripture Studies, 
A Companion to the New Testament and A Companion to 
the Old Testament. He was revisor of St. Luke’s Gospel in the 
Confraternity Edition of the New Testament and special 
editor of The Four Gospels. 


MOTHER KATHRYN SULLIVAN, R.S.C.J., M.A., PH.D., Co-author 


Mother Sullivan, co-author of the CATHoLIc BresticAL ENCYCLOPEDIA, col- 
laborated with Monsignor Steinmueller in the preparation of A Companion to 
the New Testament and A Companion to the Old Testament. She received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree at Manhattanville College in 1926, the following year 
her Master of Arts, and in 1935 received the Doctorate at the University of 
Pennsylvania. Mother Sullivan has studied at the Vatican Library in Rome and 
spent several years in research work in France, Austria and the Scandinavian 
countries. She has taught Religion and History at Manhattanville College of 
the Sacred Heart, Purchase, N. Y. where she is now Professor of Sacred Scrip- 
ture and Professor of History. Her wide experience in teaching, research work, 
her many other writings and the enthusiastic reception of her work in the 
CATHOLIC BisLicaAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE NEW TESTAMENT by both students 
and specialists in Sacred Scripture constitute a firm promise of the value of this 
new complete CATHOLIC BisticaL ENcycLopepiA (Old and New Testaments). 
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By VERY REV. ATHANASIUS MILLER, O.S.B. 


Secretary of the PontTiFICcCAL COMMISSION ON BIBLICAL STUDIES 





Very Rev. James M. Vosté, O.P., my 
lately departed predecessor, the Secretary 
of the Pontifical Biblical Commission, had 
been requested by the authors to write 
the introduction to the New Testament. 
As his successor I am gladly fulfilling a 
similar service for the Old Testament. The 
purpose and goal of this work, which P. 
Vosté has described, remain the same for 
this book. It was not written for Biblical 
specialists but for the great majority of 
educated people, whose spare time is often 
limited because of the daily demands made 
upon them in all professions. To priests, 
students and the educated laity here is 
offered a concise introduction and guide 
... The authors have indeed attained their 
goal. The clear, lucid text, the convenient 
format and pleasing type, the richness of 
material offered in dogma and ethics, his- 
tory, geography and topography, archeol- 
ogy and linguistics, as well as a study of 
every proper name: all this can hardly 
be surpassed within the limits of the 
authors’ objective. Moreover, the climate 
of thought and method of treatment are 
imbued with a Catholic mentality and 
a reverence for God’s Holy Word and they 
give a pleasing warmth and light to the 
whole. There is also a moderate critique 
which always keeps close to the golden 
mean. 


There is another reason for the special 
significance of this entire work, namely, 
the close connection between the Old 
and New Testaments. Thus, Lactanctius, 
speaking in the name of all the Fathers, 
says: “There are not really two Testa- 
ments, because the New is only the fulfill- 
ment of the Old and both bear witness to 
the same Christ” (Inst. Div., 4, 20, 5). 
Hence, Our Lord solemnly asserts, “I have 


not come to destroy the Law, but to fulfill” 
(Matt. 5,17). 

Prescinding from the fact that the Old 
Testament contains an immense fullness 
of religious truths, teachings, experiences 
and examples which have retained their 
full value to the present day, the whole 
Old Testament with its sacrifices, customs, 
history and figures is but a type of the 
New Testament. All of these elements of 
the Old Testament point in the last an- 
alysis to Christ, and the history of the Old 
Testament is repeated again in the New, 
but on a different plane. This is also true 
of the distinguished men and women of 
the Old Testament. They, too, point to 
Christ insofar as the primitive revelation 
transmitted by them from generation to 
generation is fulfilled in Him. All this also 
refers in historical retrospect to our great 
tradition, the history of the Church of 
Christ, which, according to the words of 
St. Augustine, had already begun with the 
just Abel. Hence, whatever is related in 
the Old Testament is always a reference 
to our own personal concern, to our own 
history and to our own salvation. 


In the light of these theological, re- 
ligious, historical truths, all the articles 
of this ENCYCLOPEDIA, whatever be their 
subject, are seen to have, directly or in- 
directly, a meaning, purpose and signifi- 
cance. 


Thus, this work is really suited “to 
carry God’s holy message ever deeper into 
the hearts of the faithful and to enkindle 
in them a love for the divine Scriptures” 
(Divino A fflante Spiritu). That this desire 
of the gloriously reigning Holy Father, to 
whom this volume is dedicated, may be 
fulfilled in richest measure is my ardent 
wish. 
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FIRST 


IN CHURCH FURNITURE 


TRE Soom enemeeccameen ee 


St. Christopher’s Catholic Church, Rocky River, Ohio. Architects: Horn & Rhinehart. 


St. Christopher’s Catholic Church 
combines comfort with dignity 


ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF HOW AMERICAN SEATING 
PRODUCTS BEAUTIFY CHURCHES 


The St. Christopher Catholic Church 
wanted comfort, dignity, and quiet- 
ness from its church pewing. After 
-areful consideration of the various 
options of seating offered, American 
BopirorM® pews were chosen. The 
parishioners are more than pleased 
with the results. 

BopirorM pews provide correct 
posture and restful comfort — have 
many features not found in ordinary 
church furniture. Our 70 years’ ex- 
perience with every type of church- 


AMERICAN 


3 —F a te 


WORLD'S LEADER IN PUBLIC SEATING 





$5.25 in Canada. 





furniture installation, insures a qual- 
ity of craftsmanship which can be 
depended upon. 


If you are planning to reseat, 
remodel, or build, let us help you 
and your architect plan your seat- 
ing arrangement. Remember, more 
churches buy American Seating 





products than any other make — 





consequently, more worshipers enjoy 





the comfort and dignity of American 





Seating equipment than any other 





type or make. Call on us, today! 





under the act of March 3, 1879. Additional entry at Easton, Pa. 


Grand Rapids 2, Michigan. Branch Offices 
and Distributors in Principal Cities. Manu- 
facturers of Church, School, Auditorium, 


Theatre, Transportation, Stadium Seating, 
and Folding Chairs. 


THe Homivetic aNp PastoraL Review (Monthly), LVI, No. 12 (September, 1956). Copyright 1956 by Joseph F. 
Wagner, Inc., 53 Park Place, New York. Entered as Second Class Matter, October 13, 1917, at the Post Office 
at New York, N. Y., 


$5.00 per annum. 


Subscriptions to. the U. 8, 








Altar Boys (OMPLETE OUTFITS 7 


(B) No. B10. Button Front Roman 
Back Altar Boy Cassock has patented 
ivory-hard removable toggle buttons 
that will not pull off. 


(A) No. Bll. Buttonless Belt-On 
Altar Boy Cassock has hook-and-eye 
collar and belt front to insure ease in 
donning or removing. 













































(C) No. B10. Front View of Button- The - 

On-Style Altar Boy Cassock. Prices for and ricl 

sashes, capes and other accessories ments a 

furnished upon request. westmes 

THREE DISTINCTIVE STYLES ATTRACTIVELY PRICED ail 
Choice of black, red, white, purple or green Cassocks Gvey P 
Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin Correct invited 
Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zipper Length of 
Cassock Measurement No. B10, Ea No. B11, Ea. No. B12, Ea. Surplice 

6 Yrs. 36 in. $ 5.75 $ 5.75 $ 6.25 18 in. 
7 Yrs. 38 in. 6.25 6.25 6.75 18 in. 
8 Yrs. 40 in. 7.25 Tae 7.75 18 in. 
9 Yrs. 42 in. 7.75 7.49 8.25 20 in. 
10 Yrs. 44 in. 8.00 8.00 8.50 20 in. 
11 Yrs. 46 in. 8.25 8.25 8.75 20 in. 
12 Yrs. 48 in. 8.75 8.75 9.25 22 in. 
13 Yrs. 50 in. 9.25 9.25 9.75 22 in. 
14 Yrs. 52 in. 9.75 9.75 10.25 22 in. 
15 Yrs. 54 in. 10.25 10.25 10.75 24 in. 
16 Yrs. 56 in. 10.75 10.75 11.25 24 in. 
17 Yrs. 58 in. 11.25 11.25 11.75 24 in. 
18 Yrs. 60 in. 12.00 12.00 12.50 26 in. 
19 Yrs. 62 in. 12.75 12.75 13.25 26 in. 


For Cassocks larger than standard sizes shown above please write for price 
Please specify STYLE * COLOR « SIZE when ordering 


(D) No. 8100. Altar Boy Surplice (F) No. B65 Cotta. Excellent quality 
Embroidered lace floral design. Extra lightweight cotton. Sanforized. Made 





full. Sizes 18 to 24 inch...... $8.75 extra full. 

(E) No. B62. Rubrical Altar Boy Sur- Sizes Sizes 

plice. Sanforized. Rubrical banding in Me os a $3.75 28 in. ... . $5.50 

all church colors, made extra full. DEO. 0664 4.25 30 in. .... 6.00 

Specify color banding desired when 26in. .... 4.90 «x 34 7.00 (B) No 
ordering. Sizes 18 to 24 inch. . .$5.35 Co ee 8.00 Damask 


(G) Hansen Altar Boy Surplices can be furnished in sizes 18 to 24 inches, design | 
inclusive, at prices listed. For size 26 inch Surplices, add 50 cents to prices care of f 
listed, except Nos. B32, B100 and B110, which are $1.00 additional. of Satin: 








(H) No. B71. Altar Boy Surplice. Fine 
wearing Marquisette with lace, Made 
extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 inches. $4.25 
No. B70. Same as No. B71 but without 
lace. Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 


No. B60. Same as No. B61 but without 
lace. Sizes 18 to 24 inch. ...... $3.00 
No. B80. Altar Boy Surplice. Durable 
medium weight Oxford cloth. Made 
extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 inch. $4.30 


nished it 
broidere 
IHS or 4 





























inch 
(I) No. B61. Altar Boy Surplice. 
Lightweight cotton with lace. Sanfor- 
ized. Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 
inch. 


(J) No. B110. Altar Boy Lace Surplice. Roman 
Embroidered floral design. Made extra Roman ‘| 
full. Sizes 18 to 24 imch....... $8.00 Roman | 
(K) No. B27. Altar Boy Surplice. Fine Benedict 
Lawn. Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 Preachin 


RE ee ee $3.50 : 
No. B37. Same as No. B27 but with ware 


lace. Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 ° 

NS icc atuaithe tern ketstelenmacked $4.50 Gothic L 
No. B32. Altar Boy Surplice. Light- 
weight pure Irish linen. Made extra (C) No 
full. Sizes 18 to 24 inch. ...... $5.95 Demme 


sign mat 
Church ¢ 
en angel 
metal cl 
blem to 


Roman ¢ 
Roman ¢ 
Roman |] 
Benedict 
Preachin 
Gothic C 
Gothic C 
Gothic D 


Z 


feted, 
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D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 
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BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


The combination of skilled handwork with material of unusual beauty 
and rich embroidered bandings explain why Hansen’s Needlecraft Vest- 
ments are recognized as the Standard of Excellence. These American made 
vestments vie in artistic achievement with importations and are most attrac- 
tively priced. Your inquiries regarding your vestment requirements are 
invited without obligation. 





(B) No. ¥6350. Brocaded Satin 
Damask. “Eagle and It’s Young” 
design (symbolical of Christ’s 
care of His Followers). Banding 
of Satin and Rayon threads. Fur- 
nished in all Church colors. Em- 
broidered emblem to match in 
IHS or AXPO design. 


Lined Only 


ice. Roman Chasuble ....... $73.25 
Boman Come .....55... 105.75 
Roman Dalmatics ...... 165.75 
Benediction Veil ....... 47.00 
Preaching Stole ........ 18.25 
Gothic Chasuble ....... 104.75 
ere 109.50 
Gothic Dalmatics ....... 179.25 


(C) No. ¥6326. Brocaded Satin 
Damask. PX Palm Leaves de- 
sign material. Furnished in all 
Church colors. Gold metal wov- 
en angel design banding. Gold 
metal cloth IHS or AXPO em- 
blem to match. 


Lined Only 
Roman Chasuble ....... $77.75 
Roman Cope .......... 107.25 
Roman Dalmatics ...... 191.25 
Benediction Veil ....... 44.75 
Preaching Stole ........ 17.25 
Gothic Chasuble ....... 109.75 
Gothic Cope ........... 108.50 
Gothic Dalmatics ....... 207.25 


Jie Kose o£ HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


(A) No. Y6340. Large Cross design Dam- 
ask material. Furnished in all Church 
colors. Woven Chalice design banding. 
Furnished with either IHS or AXPO 


emblem to match. 


Unlined __ Lined 
Roman Chasuble ..... $49.75 $54.50 
Ronen Cape ........6s0 65.25 76.25 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 111.00 124.00 
Benediction Veil ..... 27.00 32.25 
Preaching Stole .. LINED ONLY 12.25 
Gothic Chasuble ..... 64.75 75.25 
Gothic Cope .....65. 68.50 78.75 
Gothic Dalmatics ..... 123.00 134.75 


(D) No. Y¥6655. Brocaded Damask An- 
gel Wing design material. Furnished in 
all Church colors. Woven Cross design 
banding. Embroidered IHS or AXPO 
emblem to match. 


Unlined Lined 
Roman Chasuble ..... $37.75 $42.50 
Roman Cope .. 065005 52.50 61.50 
Roman Dalmatics .... 75.75 86.25 
Benediction Veil ..... 19.75 23.75 
Preaching Stole ..LINED ONLY 9.50 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 48.75 55.75 
Gotiic Cope . ......6% 54.50 67.50 
Gothic Dalmatics ..... 87.25 98.00 


(E) No. ¥6305. Brocaded Celanese, Cru- 
cifixion design material, Woven Cross 
design Banding. Furnished in all Church 
colors IHS or AXPO Emblem to match. 


Unlined __ Lined 
Roman Chasuble ..... $47.50 $53.00 
Roman Cope ........ 65.00 76.75 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 99.75 114.50 
Benediction Veil ..... 25.50 31.00 
Preaching Stole .. LINED ONLY 11.00 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 64.00 73.50 
Gothic Cope ..... 665 69.00 78.75 
Gothic Dalmatics ..... 116.00 129.75 





D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


FRanklin 


Telephone 








% Americas Finest \ASSOUKS - 


CUSTOM HAND-TAILORED BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN ras 





Assured Quality and Distinctiveness Without Extravagance 


















































(A) The simplicity of the lines of 

Hansen’s design Roman Style Cas- 

sock is highly recommended. 

(B) The Semi-Jesuit Style Cassock 

has a convenient buttonless front, 

Roman form fitting back. 

(C) A Clerical Cloak is more 

distinctive than an overcoat when 

worn over a cassock. Tailored in 

either Gabardine or Kersey with 

velvet collar or collar of same ma- 

terial. Made with or without arm- 

slits. 

(D) The Ferraiolone is worn in 

the Pulpit and at commencement 

exercises, banquets and receptions. 

Purple for Bishops and Right Rev- 

erend Monsignori, black for Very 

Reverend Monsignori and Clergy. 
eee 

No. A969 

All-Wool Basketweave Cloth. Light 

weight. For year round wear. 

No. A990 

All-Wool Worsted Cloth. Medium 

weight. Wrinkle resistant. 

No. A986 

All-Wool Tropic Weave Cloth. 

Light weight. Porous Weave. 

No. A938 

All-Wool Gabardine Cloth. Heavy 

weight. Long wearing. 

No. A953 

Panama Weave Cloth. Visco- 

Acetate. Light weight. Fine weave. 

No. A954 

Covette Cloth. Rayon and acetate. 

Medium weight. 
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There is no question that a garment hand-tailored to your individual measurements 
is more comfortable and better fitting. Let your next Cassock be a HANSEN Cassock. 
Prices start at $69.50. Write for samples of material and easy self-measurement blank. 


WRITE FOR SAMPLES OF MATERIALS AND EASY SELF- 
MEASUREMENT BLANK — PRICES START AT $69.50 





(E) The Purple Roman Cloak is 
tailored of purple light weight ma MNPOF' 
terial. Piping of gold metal cord for 
Bishops, red metal cord for Do- Alt 
d 


mestic Prelates. 

(F) The House Cassock has CapeWhen ot 
attached and additional half sleeves. ncluding 
Trimmed with red or purple pipingjrop. Ma 
and buttons according to rank ofnch hem 
Prelate. width 32 


(G) The Choir Cassock without(A) No. 
train is worn by Bishops and Mon-2red mec 
signori. Illustrated with MozettaCross des 
and Rochet as worn by a Bishop, B) No. 


(H) The Cappa Magna, worn by gred mec 


Bishop, is illustrated with fur Capelesign, P' 
and lace Rochet. Fur Cape availableC) No. 


in Ermine or Coney. 2red mec 
eeee design, pe 
No. A956 (D) No. 


Faille Weave Rayon Cloth. Lightted med 
weight. Dressy and durable. ugn, per 
No. A951 (E) No. 
Pure Silk Cloth. Light weight. Ideafveight lit 
for summer and travel. per yard 
No. A911 No. F5* A 
All-Wool Imported Serge Clothite™ her 
from France. Light weight. ard ses 
No. A987 oe ot : 
All-Wool Imported Panama Clothe- yard 
from Belgium. Light weight. °° ¥**° | 
(E)* Tw 
No. A946 front. One 
Imported Silk-Warp Henriett: : 
Cloth from Switzerland. The finest\F) Ne. 
linen top. 
2red with 
No. F601 
(G) No. 
linen wit! 
Filet Lace 
No. F503 
bottom ot 


No. F503 | 
















No. F 50: 
sertion on 
No. F504 
(H) No. 
linen with 
lace of Cri 
at bottom. 


linen (No 
Surplice tc 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS ws 


Telephone FRamklin. 2-875! 


23. NO, 


* ‘ » 
. »% 
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mo{mported Select Quality Pure Irish Linen 


k is 
or 


a Altar Cloths — Priest Albs and Surplices 


Altar Linens — Linen by the Yard 
fapeWhen ordering Altar Cloths, specify finished length, 
-ves.ncluding side drops, and finished width including front 
pingirop. Made to order only and are not returnable. Two 
k ofnch hem on sides and one inch hem on back. Maximum 

width 32 inches including front drop. 


hout(A) No. F7 Altar Cloth. Embroid- (1) No. F502 Alb. Light weight 
fon2red medium weight linen, eyelet’ linen, cross design embroidered 
rettacross design, per yard....... $4.00 banding. Guaranteed fast colors — 
hop(B) No. F15 Altar Cloth. Embroid- Red, Green, Black, Purple and Yel- 
by ais medium weight linen, Cross low. Please state color desired. 


elesign, per yard wet Ba eee $4. |) a eee $21 .0O0 
ste C) No. F9 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 






















sred medium weight linen, Cross “*"******C*t TTT ttt $16. 50 
Reet, OOF WRI... ss 608 00410 $5.10 (J) No. F925 Surplice. Embroidered 
(D) No. F8 Altar Cloth. Embroid- on-wrinkling sheer celanese. Ideal 
ighered medium weight linen, IHS de- for traveling purposes...... $13. 50 
ere $4.30 No. F850 Surplice. Plain non-wrink- 
(E) No. F6* Altar Cloth. Medium [in sheer celanese ......... $7.50 
deaveight linen, hemstitched with lace, (K) No. F900 Surplice. Fine quality 
RRS ea $3.60 lace, embroidered with IHS and 
No. F5* Altar Cloth. Medium weight Cross design .............. $28.75 


Lothinen hemstitched without lace, per No. F900 Alb to match Surplice. 
SER ar. $3.10 Light weight linen top ....$23.50 


No. F4* Altar Cloth. Medium weight (L) Fl F2* F3** 
linen, without lace or hemstitching, : > 
‘loth er ard $3. 00 Amice eee eee $2.80 $3.00 $ 
y ag npkciew Siete sise ais te Corporal ..... 1.20 1.35 1.75 
(E)* Two inch hem on sides and pyrificator ....  .85 95 1.20 
. front. One inch hem on back. es 1.30 1.50 1.70 
CUE) No. F601 Alb. Light weight Finger Towel.. .85 95 1.20 
linen top. Fine quality lace,embroid- Stole Collar .. .40 A5 65 
»red with IHS design ...... $19.95 Fl Plain Hem *F2 Hemstitched 
No. F601 Surplice to match Alb. **F3 Hemstitched With Lace 
shu hs Wee a hee ae Saran Sle $22.25 
PURE IRISH LINEN BY THE YARD 
(G) No. 505 Alb. Light weight . ; 
. " . ; = . Coa 36 inches wide 
linen with 6-inch bands of heavy Wo Fox Light weight, yd. ......$1.19 
Filet Lace at bottom and insertion. No. F8** Medium weight, yd. .... 1.47 
Di dlek aactatekcc ta ac tacint hai ates aaa $17.50 No. Fi** Heavy weight, yd. ..... 1.69 
No. F503 Alb, as above, with lace at No-F2* Handkerchief wt., yd. .. 1.59 


$15.50 * For light weight Albs and Surplices 


H bottom only ............. ** For Altar Cloths, Altar Linens, Priest 





No. F503 Lace Surplice to match Alb. Albs and Surplices. 
unre crore Siena $12.25 
No. F 504 Alb, as above, with in- 
ee See $15.50 
No. F504 Surplice to match Alb. 
Meare gine aia ed ae orate ee $12.50 


(H) No. F509 Alb. Light weight 
linen with richly embellished 12-inch 
lace of Cross. IHS and Grape design 
Se $29.95 
tDANo. F509 Surplice to match Alb. 
=< ee $40.25 
No. 501 Alb. Plain light weight 
linen (Not illustrated) ....$14.00 
re II oi arm ee acni 
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Now in it’s 68th Year -- 
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Che American 
érelestastical Reuirw 





The Oldest, and one of the most widely-read 











professional, clerical journals in the nation. 


This monthly publication of The Catholic 














University of America, with contributors of 











_ national and international reputation, ranks 
—— highest in prestige in the ecclesiastical world. 





It should be on every priest’s table and in 
every seminary and university library. 

Authoritative articles on Catholic doctrine — Studies in parochial 
and priestly problems — Developments in Catholic Action — Articles 
on moral questions — Historical and liturgical surveys — Answers to 
questions — Book Reviews and Analecta. 


SOME RECENT CONTENTS: 


@ Co-Operation of Catholics in Non-Catholic Religious 


Activities......... ma , ......¥. Rev. Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R. 

@ Those Dead Sea Scrolls. . Rev. Roland E. Murphy, O.Carm. 

@ Yardstick Modesty..... ails ; Rev. Robert Paul Mohan, S.S. 

@ The Holy Shroud and the Holy Face. .. . ... Rev. Walter M. Abbott, S.J. 

e The Ecclesiastical Orders of Knighthood Rey. James Van der Veldt, O.F.M. 

e A Census of the Saints (993-1955)............ ...Rev. John F. Broderick, S.J. 
noite ‘ 





Subscription price: U.S., Canada and Foreign $5.00 a year 
SPECIAL SEMINARIAN OFFER! 
What better way to start a Seminarian or a Newly-Ordained Priest on the path of 
priestly teaching and reading than a subscription to THE AMERICAN ECCLESIAS- 
TICAL REVIEW. Special Rate for Seminarians—$3.50 per year. (IDEAL AS A GIFT) 


Now Auatlalle e « « (by popular request) 
JUVENILE COURTSHIPS 








, < capend Single copy ........ 25¢ 
by V. Rev. Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R. In lots of 25....... 20¢ ea. 
In lots of 100.. 18¢ ea. 


A reprint from 
THE AMERICAN ECCLESIASTICAL 
REVIEW 


(prices POSTPAID) 











THE AMERICAN ECCLESIASTICAL REVIEW 











The Catholic University of America 
* Washington 17, D. C. * 

















Jefferson had 
the right idea! 


Go into any department store today and what do you find? Shelves and 
counters loaded with foreign merchandise—products produced at wages, 
and under conditions, which would be an affront to any American worker. 


The zeal with which we have constantly preached ‘Buy American” does 
not mean that we are opposed to legitimate international trade. But many 
of the so-called reciprocal trade agreements now in effect—and contem- 
plated—fail to take into consideration factors such as the living conditions, 
wages, taxes, commercial laws and currency standards which prevail in 
countries now flooding the United States with cheap merchandise. 


Shibboleths like ‘Trade-Not Aid” have an idealistic ring, but they sound 
awfully hollow to those American workers who are forced into unemployment 
because our ‘free-traders” insist upon ignoring the cold, hard, economic 
facts of life. In an article entitled ‘Tariffs or Free Trade” in its August 1956 
issue, Facts Forum points out that although Thomas Jefferson was one of the 
strongest proponents of free trade, he tempered this ideal with protection 
for American industry when he said: ‘'l have come to a resolution myself, as 
| hope every good American citizen will, never again to purchase an article 
of foreign manufacture which can be had of American make, be the differ- 
ence of price what it may.” 


“Buy American” 


Allen Silk Mills 


MANUFACTURERS 
e e 
gical abrics 
Charles M. Muench, Executive Director 


868 Sixth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 





Trade Mark Reg. 


IN CANADA: ALLEN SILK MILLS (CANADA) LTD., 752 VICTORIA SQUARE, MONTREAL 


VESTMENT FABRICS BANDINGS 
DRAPERY FABRICS EMBLEMS 


**The Liturgy Lives in the Weave”’ 


If you are unable to purchase Allen Fabrics 
in your community, write us at once. 
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CCoMMUNICATIONS FROM Our Reapers 





Are Communist Church-State 
Relations Improving? 
EDITOR: 
In connection with the new Com- 
political 
A seore of 


munist line, the fate of 
prisoners became an issue. 
previously purged deviationists were 
rehabilitated, some of them after their 
execution. 

Recently three of the most promi- 
nent Chureh dignitaries, Cardinals 
Aloysius Stepinac of Yugoslavia, Joseph 
Mindszenty of Hungary and Stephen 
Wyszynski of Poland were 
from imprisonment long before the ex- 
piration of their sentences. Is this a 
sign that the Chureh-State relations 
in Communist-dominated 
have been radically improved or per- 
haps favorably solved? To clarify the 
matter let us consider the case of Cardi- 
nal Mindszenty, sentenced to life im- 
prisonment on February 8, 1949. 


released 


countries 


The rumors of Cardinal Mindszenty’s 
release began to spread in December, 
1954. In the following year, 1955, the 
news was confirmed by Hungarian- 
authorities. Cardinal 
Mindzsenty was permitted ‘to interrupt 


Communist 


imprisonment,” as the Communist press 
termed it, and reside at a place desig- 
nated by Hungarian bishops. The 
Cardinal now lives in the summer resi- 
dence of the Bishop of Pees at Puspok 
Szent Lazslo, in complete seclusion and 
As a 


consequence, he is unable to administer 


under strict police surveillance. 


his archdiocese and conduct his office 
of Primate, the head of the Chureh 
hierarchy in Hungary. 
reliable sources, only his mother is 


According to 
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allowed to visit him, and then only four 
times a year. 

The trial of Cardinal Joseph Mind- 
zsenty became a painful sore on the 
body of Communist Hungary. The 
Hungarian-Communist little brothers, 
trained in Moscow, arranged the trial 
of the fiery Cardinal on the pattern of 
Moscow’s political trials of 1935-1938. 
In the inquisitory imprisonment they 
prepared him well for the public trial, 
employing all their proved police 
methods, including drugs. 

After two months of interrogation in 
the notorious police station at 60 An- 
drassy Street in Budapest, the person- 
ality of the brave Cardinal was de- 
stroyed. During the trial, February 
3-8, 1949, the Cardinal appeared as a 
humiliated and docile man. Admitting 
his guilt in principle, he confessed the 
“erimes” imputed by the Communists 
and exhorted the hierarchy of Hungary 
to conclude an agreement between the 
Chureh and State, thus retracting his 
previous irreconcilable opposition to- 
ward the people’s republic. 

The Communists in Hungary and 
throughout the world were jubilant. 
They thought they had succeeded in 
annihilating the great personality of 
the Cardinal in the eyes of Hungary 
and of the free world. In fact, just the 
opposite was true. Through the dis- 
integration of so strong a personality as 
Cardinal Mindzsenty, the free world 
saw clearly what Communist 
methods were like. It showed clearly 
that the Moscow interrogation methods 
were in full operation in Hungary. 

The protests against the infamous 
trial of Cardinal Mindszenty from the 


police 











Part of the Chapel interior, the entirety of which was designed and executed 
by Doig-Bernardini Studios for St. Peter’s School, Yonkers, N. Y. in cooperation 
with Msgr. Arthur G. Keane, and Ferrenz & Taylor, Architects, New York. 


Bernardini Studios 
William Doig & Son 


230 WEST 13th STREET 


NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 
Pleome note ow new Addrer ! ORegon 5-2244 


PIETRASANTA, ITALY 
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THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


DISTINCTIVE 


CHURCH FURNITURE BY 


TIFFIN 


RAILINGS 


SANCTUARY 
PULPITS 

















CRAFTSMANSHIP SINCE 1874 


Serving discriminating churches for 
over 80 years — coast to coast. 


The || 


Manufachiring Co. 
77 MELMORE STREET TIFFIN, OHIO 
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whole free world flooded Communist 
Hungary. Public demonstrations 
against the trial were held in practically 
all free countries and were repeated on 
subsequent anniversaries of the trial 
and on other occasions ever since. 
Cardinal Mindszenty became the 
world’s symbol of resistance. 

This was what the Communists least 
wanted. They waited, therefore, for an 
opportunity to repair their mistake in 
sentencing the Cardinal. In 1955, fol- 
lowing the new Communist trend of co- 
existence, they released the Cardinal 
and, according to Communist custom, 
they now try to capitalize on his re- 
lease. They use it as evidence of their 
“good will” toward the Catholie Church 
and of the new moderate Communist 
line. . 

Nevertheless, no intelligent person 
will be fooled by such stratagems. 

The case of Cardinal Mindszenty can 
be solved only if he is free to perform 
his office as Ordinary of the Archdiocese 
of Gran (Esztergom) and Primate of 
Hungary. The Church-State relations 
in Hungary, as well as in other Com- 
munist-dominated countries, can be re- 
solved only if all bishops and priests, 
sentenced by Communist courts or im- 
prisoned without trial on various false 
pretexts, are released; if Catholic 
schools, the press, societies, monasteries 
and convents, and at least some Church 
properties are restored—in a_ word, 
when freedom for the Catholic Chureh 
is guaranteed. 

The transportation of Cardinal 
Mindszenty from the State peniten- 
tiary to house arrest is purely a matter 
of political expediency for Hungarian 
Communists and does not indicate any 
basie change in Church-State relations 
in Hungary. 


Tu. J. ZuBEK, O.F.M., 8.T.D. 
Clifton, New Jersey 








Father, 
‘Am I 
My Brother’s 
Keeper?” 











The Servants of the Paraclete, Via Coeli, Jemez Springs, New Mexico, 


care for “Shepherds in the Mist.” 


To increase their facilities they have begun a Campaign—conducted with- 


out charge—to raise at least $250,000. Funds received will be used to 





construct a new hospice—St. Joseph Hospice—which will provide 36 
additional guest rooms, altars to accommodate our “Shepherds in the 


Mist,” and auxiliary rooms and facilities. 


The question is posed to you, Father, because the success of our Campaign 
depends upon your willingness to support it, with sacrifice. For, in a very 


real sense, priests must appeal to priests in their hour of need. 


Prepared by 


J. J. CORCORAN & ASSOCIATES | 
101 IDYLWOOD AVENUE 14 RIDGEVIEW AVENUE 
WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT |= TRUMBULL, CONNECTICUT 
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The Sentinel Press 
PRESENTS 
Eleven Golden Booklets! 


Entirely New in Eucharistic Devotional Literature 


FOR YOUR HOLY HOUR 


People complain that they do not know how to spend the Holy Hour 
profitably! The Blessed Sacrament Fathers have made it their vocation 
to instruct the faithful in the holy practice of Eucharistic Adoration. The 
following booklets are the perfect answer to the pastor’s problem of helping 
his parishioners to spend “one hour with Him”’. 


Order these booklets by experts on Eucharistic Devotion! 


Holy Hour Guide. By Rev. Lionel Vashon, 8.8.8. How to meditate before 
the Blessed Sacrament, how to overcome distractions, etc. Pp.40  .15¢ 


Faith. By Rev. Lionel Vashon, 8.8.8. Contains reflections on the mystery of 
faith. Also prayers and Holy Hour Hints. Pp. 16 .10¢ 


Hope, By the Side of a Grave. By Rev. Hector Lemieux, 8.8.8. Comments 
on the beautiful prayer of the priest at a burial. Pp. 16 .10¢ 


Fraternal Charity. By Rev. Gerald Dorais, 8.8.8. A practical meditation on 
the greatest of virtues at the feet of Him who dwells in the Sacrament of Love. 
Pp. 16 .10¢ 


Institution of the Holy Eucharist. By Rev. Daniel Sullivan, S.S.S. A simple 
yet touching relation of the great events that took place at the Last Supper. Pp. 
16 .10¢ 

The Eucharistic Heart. By Rev. Thomas Waldie, S.S.S. All about the love 
of the Sacred Heart giving Itself to men in the Holy Eucharist. Pp. 16 .10¢ 
Watch and Pray. A collection of prayers, litanies, etc., suitable for the Holy 
Hour. Pp. 16 .10¢ 

Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament. By Rev. George Legere, S.S.S. 
Tells about the debt we owe to our Blessed Mother for giving us Jesus as our 
Food in Holy Communion. Pp. 16 .10¢ 

The Master is There. This is something different. Colloquies, heart to heart 
talks with the Prisoner of Love. Our Lord Himself tells us why He chooses to 
remain with us in the Blessed Sacrament. Pp. 32 .10¢ 

With Psalms Adore. By Rev. Raymond a Tartre, 8.8.8. The Psalms, the 
most beautiful prayers every written, arranged as a Dialog Holy Hour. Pp. 24 
15¢ 

Speak, Lord. A eucharistic meditation for each month of the year. Practical, 
inspirational, authentic devotion. Pp. 40 .25¢ 


Discount on quantity. Kindly prepay orders for less than $1.00 


Order from: 


THE SENTINEL PRESS 


194 East 76th Street 
New York 21, N. Y. 
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WORSNIp 


A LITURGICAL REVIEW 





Devoted to all aspects of the liturgy 


HOLY WEEK RITES 
ENGLISH RITUAL 
SCRIPTURE 
BREVIARY 
APOSTOLATE 
GREGORIAN CHANT 
SACRAMENTALS 
MYSTICAL BODY 
VERNACULAR 
SUNG MASS 
LAY PRIESTHOOD 
LITURGICAL YEAR 


Published by the Monks of St. John’s Abbey, assisted by recognized 
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BOSTON 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 95 Summer Street 
Patrick J. Gill & Sons, Inc., 387 Washington Street 
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The E. M. Lohmann Company, 413-415 Sibley Street 
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F. C. Ziegler, 1150 South Frankfort 


WHEELING, W. VA. 
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HEALTH AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
than you need to 2 i 


PRIESTS Save up to 40% at 
MINISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION 


Why buy health, accident, hospital or life 
insurance elsewhere when you are entitled to 
lower cost “‘preferred risk’’ policies? Catholic 
clergymen are entitled to—and get—substan- 
tial savings at Ministers Life and Casualty 
Union. 








Any Priest, teaching lay brother or seminary 
student, who buys our Advance Health and 
Accident policy can save as much as 40%. Gone are the financial burdens 
of paying hospital and doctor bills—with the mental worry that goes along 
with them. 
Here’s What the Advance Policy Covers: Accidental disability... ac- 
cidental death ... loss of hands, feet, eyes ... fractures and amputation 
. sickness disability. Plus many optional benefits that you may include 





if you wish. 


CATHOLIC REPRESENTATION 


There have been one or more Catholic priests on the MCLU 
Board of Directors since 1924. At the present time The Very 
Rev. George E. Ryan, rector of St. Paul Cathedral, and Father 
Thos. Shanahan librarian at St. Paul Seminary, are serving. 














START TODAY—BY MAIL 
All inquiries are handled direct from the home office by 
correspondence by mail. You benefit by saving the usual 
sales commission on life, health, accident and hospital 
insurance—plus the fact that there is no one to “‘pressure”’ 
you into buying. Your questions and problems are invited. 
We do our best to mail you an answer quickly, clearly, 





completely. 





| THE MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION 
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inister’s Life g. — Minneapolis 16, Minnesota 
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The popularity and wide acceptance of 
our Oremus Sanctuary Light proves again 





that our constant striving for the best, 
results in uniform excellence in all our 
products. 
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Oremus Sanctuary Lamps and Lights 
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Following are excerpts from letters received from laymen 
associated with CCS conducted fund raising campaigns. 


“... After ten weeks of close association with the system used by your 
organization in our drive, | find it commendable in every respect. Our 
campaign was highly successful. The success resulted in large measure 
from the manner in which the campaign was organized. The men who 
worked on our committee were willing to help but they had neither the 
time nor the experience necessary to organize and plan this very for- 
midable task. Your company supplied this organization, and reduced in- 
efficiency and lost motion to a minimum.. .” 


“...Father Smith is away for a few weeks but will write you when he 
returns. He was delighted with the results. He saw the parishioners become 
more aware of their church and its needs. He saw the workers selling good 
will as well as Fair Shares. It was a happy campaign from the first indoctrin- 
ation meeting to the final Victory Party and a large part of the credit cer- 
tainly goes to Community Counselling Service and to your loyal and 
efficient Director. . . .” 


“...This has been my first experience, as a chairman of any campaign. 
Since you do not know me, you could never realize how nervous | am in 
making speeches, in connection with this fund raising. The confidence and 
leadership that both your directors gave me is beyond expression. As a 
result, in four short weeks, as you may know, our minimum goal, which was 
$85,000 had not only been reached, but we have actually raised in excess 
of $150,000. That, to me, is an achievement that should be publicized, and 
prompts me to write you this note. Your men did a remarkable job of 
guiding our workers, and the planning was exceptionally good...” 


These letters available upon request 





COMMUNITY COUNSELLING SERVICE INC. 


EMPIRE STATE BUILDING, NEW YORK 1, N.Y. OXford 5-1175 


DETROIT ALBANY FAIRFIELD, CONN MONTREAL, CANADA 
776 Maccabees Bidg 90 State St. 44 Sherman Ct. 1410 Stanley St. 
Temple 2-1020 Albany 6-9530 Clearwater 9-2413 Avenue 8-5783 
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many non-sectarian agencies which solicit our 
support 


this way—and has been using the same plan 
ever since. Besides, think of the satisfaction 
you would enjoy in knowing you are using the 
same principles and technique which have en- 
abled so organizations to become so 
successful! 


many 


400,000 CATHOLIC MEN AND WOMEN 


TO make it as easy as possible to reach your 
goal, you can make your selection from among 
the same classifications which these other priests 
have found so beneficial, as follows: 

married women—single women—elderly 
contributors, etc. As many as 10,000 
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THE TIMES RECORD _ 





_JUME_ 12, 1980 __ PHONE Cia 72000 


St. Bemard’ $ Church, Col Cien, Raises $: $200,000 Minimum Goal In Drive 


More Funds 
Expected To 
Swell Total 


The fund campaign for the res- 
toration of St. Bernard’s Church, 
Cohoes, has gone over its mini- 
mum goal of $200,000, it was re- 
vealed at the first report meeting 
of the drive organization last 
night. 

After tabulating the division 
totals, M. James Conboy, general 
chairman, announced that $212,- 
644 had been pledged in the one- 
day solicitation Sunday. 

Mr. Conboy expressed confi- 
dence that additional] funds will 
be forthcoming this week. “Many 
people still have not been seen,” 
he stated; “and I am sure that 
their spirit will match that shown 
by our parishioners who have al- 
ready pledged so generously.” 

Very Rev. Msgr. T. Gerald Mul- 
queen, pastor of the church, ex- 
pressed his appreciation to all 
the members of the campaign or- 
ganization for making the drive 
possible and to the members of 
the parish who supported it 
wholeheartedly. “I know that 
Almighty God will bless you and 
your families for making possible 
this great work,” he declared. 

Announcement that the proj- 
ect went over its goal was en- 
thusiastically greeted by the men 
present at the meeting which 
was held in Keveny Memorial 
Academy. Members of the cam- 
paign organization will assemble 
again tomorrow at 8 p.m. for 
further returns. 

Restoration of the century-old 
church will cost approximately 
$300,000 and it is expected to 
start late this summer. 

The campaign is under the di- 
rection of Lawson Associates, 
fund counsel, of Rockville Center. 





WHAT’S BEHIND THE HEADLINES? 


Lawson Associates! 


This newspaper story tells of the initial 
results of the campaign for St. Bernard’s 
Church in Cohoes, New York. We sought 
$200,000, and the total after only one day 
of solicitation was $212,644. The cam- 
paign concluded with more than $224,000 
subscribed. 

But this news story cannot explain the 
intensive planning which fashioned this 
success for the Church. It cannot begin to 
tell of the inspirational leadership of the 
Very Reverend Monsignor T. Gerald 
Mulqueen, pastor of St. Bernard’s, or of 
the work of the lay leadership—or of the 
spirit of challenge with which the Lawson 
Associates Director engaged in this cam- 
paign. 

Nor can this story outline the additional 
benefits which came to St. Bernard’s 
parish, as they have to the more than 
3,400 Churches in which it has been our 
privilege to labor. These benefits include 
a closer relationship not only between the 
Pastor and his men, but among all members 
of the laity; a new spirit of pride, a joy of 
accomplishment which results from work- 
ing together. 

These are some of the reasons for Lawson 
Associates leadership in fund raising for the 
Church. 

They are some of the reasons it will pay 
you to consult Lawson Associates regard- 
ing your funds need. 
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ASSOCIATES 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE. N. Y. 
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1556 — For the Burning 
of Cranmer — 1956 


A christian martyrdom is no 
accident. Saints are not made by 
accident. ... A martyrdom is never 
the design of man; for the true martyr 
is he who has become the instrument 
of God, who has lost his will in the 
wil of God, not lost it but found it, 
for he has found freedom in submis- 
sion to God. The martyr no longer 
desires anything for himself, not even 
the glory of martyrdom. 


Thomas Cranmer has never been for- 
gotten—never since he brought to a 
dramatic climax his tempestuous career 
as Archbishop of Canterbury. I could 
wish that WINKLE & WELLS were as 
well remembered. They deserve a 
better fate than that dealt out to them 
by historians. But then historians have 
an unhappy faculty of consigning to the 
limbo of forgotten heroes those who 
often deserve to be most remembered. 
WINKLE & WELLS were Oxonian bailiffs. 
They deserve to be commemorated 
along with Cranmer this quarter-cen- 
tennial anniversary of his burning, be- 
cause they were the state officials who 
burned him, as they had _ burned 
Latimer and Ridley before him. 


' Murder in the Cathedral. By T.S. Eliot 
(Harcourt, Brace, New York). 


By PAUL R. RUST, O.M.1. 


We are going to return to their for- 
tunes, and misfortunes, in just a few 
moments. But primarily our interest 
centers in Cranmer. That explains and 
justifies the title we have chosen for 








Since 1937 a member of the Oblate Fathers’ 
Mission Band, Fr. Rust has devoted what free 
time he has to literary pursuits. A frequent 
contributor of articles and book reviews to 
these pages, Fr. Rust is also author of The 
First of the Puritans and the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer (Bruce, Milwaukee) and Fallible 
Fallacies—2+2=5 (Radio Replies, St. Paul, 
Minn.), a reprint of a four-part series carried 
in this Review in answer to an anonymous 
Anglican attack on the Church. 





our commemorative contribution. We 
wish that our readers might have pe- 
rused the accounts we have seen relating 
to this anniversary, the coverage, let us 
say, accorded it by Anglican news- 
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Apparently 
British Anglicans are more conscious 


papers published abroad. 


of the importance of this execution than 
are our Protestant Episcopalians. It 
would seem that Oxford and Cambridge 
are vying with each other and with the 
Anglican hierarchs in promoting com- 
memorations of Cranmer. They have 
not forgotten that he who was burned 
at Oxford was a don at Cambridge. 

It might be of interest to cite a 
single example. Thomas Cranmer wor- 
shipped as a lad in the village chureh 
of Whatton-in-the-Vale. Today the 
ehurch looks much the same as it did 
when Cranmer heard Mass at its altar 
Whatever renown 
it merits it owes to its association with 
Catholic and not with Protestant 
Cranmer. Anyway, it invited the 
attention of newsmen in March when 
it was filled to overflowing with a con- 


—small and obscure. 


gregation which Was attracted by the 
occasion—the 
Cranmer’s 


auspiciousness of the 
commemorating 
[wo Anglican bishops graced 


service 
death. 
the chancel, while, and justly so, the 
Anglican chaplain of Cranmer’s old 
Cambridge College, Jesus. delivered the 
eulogy. 


OTHER TRIBUTES 


While the American Protestant press 
has been neglectful for the most part 
of Cranmer’s confining its 
glowing tributes to him in its celebra- 
tion, seven years ago, of the four 
hundredth anniversary of his First 
Book of Common Prayer, not quite so 


memory, 


remiss have been scholars baptized in 
the Anglican Chureh which he helped to 
establish, scholars eminent for their 
learning. 

Of singular value to students whose 
particular interest is Cranmerian one 
cannot overemphasize the importance 
of a small book published very recently 
by a Scottish Episeopalian clergyman, 
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the Reverend Geoffrey W. Bromiley. It 
is not at all necessary that its reader 
consent to the personal conclusions 
drawn by the author if he wishes to 
grasp an elementary knowledge of the 
chief theological opinions propagated 
by Cranmer. In fact, when one ana- 
lyzes Cranmer’s views on Justification, 
on the Ministry, on the Sacraments of 
Baptism and the Eucharist, he will 
understand how logical was the brief 
drawn up by Mary’s Catholie eccle- 
slastical courts against him when he 
was convicted of heresy. 

Then there will always be available 
for quick reference that celebrated 
characterization of Cranmer from the 
pen of the gifted Anglican Benedictine 
Monk, Dom Gregory Dix. 


He is in truth a tragie and ironical 
figure, but not a weak one. After his 
condemnation they came to him with 
the argument that the Queen having 
accepted the papal supremacy and 
commanding him to do the same, he 
was bound by a subject’s allegiance 
and all his own teaching to accept 
it too. It was the very trap that he 
had helped to spread for Fisher and 
More. Ever since he had been Arch- 
bishop he had labored to build up 
the Royal Supremacy as unquestion- 
able, unanswerable, established by 
God, rightly overriding all oaths, all 
conscience, all teaching, all loyalties, 
all laws, all faith, that might impinge 
upon its sweep. To build this he had 
formerly perjured himself in aecept- 
ing his See of Canterbury; to main- 
tain it he had connived at the great- 
est spoliation of the church that had 
ever happened; for this he had shed 
blood, or consented to its shedding, 
in case after case where, rightly or 
wrongly, he believed the victims inno- 
cent. All rebellion against the King’s 
sovereign will was always for him the 
sin of Judas. The Royal Supremacy 
was the one potent instrument by 
which he had achieved his own 
mission of changing the religion of 
England. And now it had broken 
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in his hand. At first he was non- 
plussed, but after a while he answered 
firmly enough that ‘the Queen could 
not command him to do anything 
against his own conscience.’ He had 
joined the other martyrs against his 
own life’s work! (Shape of the 

Liturgy.) 

Doubtlessly, would space permit, one 
could quote passages, as brilliantly ex- 
pressed as Dix’s, from the biographical 
studies of Professor Pollard, and of 
Hillaire Belloc. These historians are 
worth consulting. 


WRIT FOR THE BURNING 
OF CRANMER 


Fortunately, due to the careful 
scholarship of an earlier age, there is 
still extant a facsimile of the formal 
royal writ authorizing the execution of 
Thomas Cranmer. Reproduced from 
the original by Bishop Burnet, it was 
later copied by that indefatigable an- 
nalist, Kdward Cardwell, and printed in 
his Documentary Annals of the Re- 
formed Church of England a little 
better than a century ago (1844). 
While the document is too lengthy to 
quote in its entirety, its sonorous Latin 
periods are worth a partial extract. 
At least it affords us an opportunity 
to glimpse at close view the frightful 
prospect that faced Cranmer the rainy 
March 21 morning he sped through an 
unbarred door of St. Mary’s Church, 
Oxford, to keep his rendezvous with 
death: 


Vobis praecipimus, quod dictum 
Thomam Cranmer in custodia vestra 
existentem, in loco publico et aperto, 
infra libertatem dictae civitatis nos- 
trae Oxon. ex causa praedicta, coram 
populo igni committi, ac tpsum Tho- 
mam in eodem igne realiter comburi 
facietis. 


For Cranmer, whom fortune had at 
last forsaken, there was to be no vicar- 
ious burning—no public cremation of 


his dead and senseless corpse; a spec- 
tacle all too familiar in medieval 
Kurope. Cranmer was fated to endure 
the full torture of the penalty for 
heresy. Mary’s writ made that em- 
phatie—‘“‘in igne realiter comburv” with 
the accompanying caution “in loco 
publico et aperto coram populo.” 
If the sufferer could possibly take any 
comfort at all as his body writhed in 
the devouring flames it could only have 
been from the remembrance _ that 
stauncher spirits than his own, Latimer 
and Ridley, had lighted their own proud 
candle of sacrifice before he was sum- 
moned forth to light his. 


JUSTIFICATION OF 
CRANMER’S DEATH 


It is tempting on this Reformation 
anniversary to draw up yet another 
brief in justification of Cranmer’s re- 
ligious policy, and in condemnation of 
the polity which condemned him to 
death. But this we cannot do, even as 
we stand in spirit before the stake to 
which his living body has been stapled 
and chained—not if we wish to remain 
loyal to history. We might even isolate 
ourselves from the tremendous fact that 
this man who is bound to the stake 
shook medieval England to its founda- 
tions when his work brought crashing 
to the earth the unshaken fabrie of that 
mighty Chureh which for an entire 
millenium had been obeyed by count- 
less millions of Englishmen—by saints 
and by scholars; by lord and by serf; 
by rich and by pauper—and which in 
turn had responded by serving even to 
the awful hour of its crucifixion by 
Cranmer the surviving remnant of these 
millions of Englishmen. 

Isolated from the context of his age, 
Cranmer might justifiably be accounted 
a true Christian martyr. Have histori- 
ans ever isolated Cranmer’s predecessor 
at Canterbury, the other Thomas, 4 
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Becket, from that context where St. 
Thomas remains, true martyr that he 
is? But we cannot, that is honestly, so 
isolate Cranmer. We must critically 
analyze his career, as we have that of 
Thomas 4 Becket, within the broad 
framework of the new age which he 
labored unflaggingly to create. I wish 
for Cranmer’s sake, for the sake of 
Anglicanism, we might do otherwise. 
But we simply cannot. If we did, we 
should be as unkind to him and to 
Anglicanism as was that “lying monk” 
who accused his Archbishop of “setting 
up again at Canterbury that idol the 
Mass.” 

When we analyze the events of 1555- 
1556 within the framework of an age so 
unlike our own, in an age when cutus 
regio eius religio was a_ universally 
accepted axiom, we find no difficulty in 
accepting burning at the stake as the 
usual penalty for the crime Cranmer 
had been convicted of committing— 
heresy. Heresy was a capital offence. 
No one better than Cranmer himself 
appreciated what this entailed upon 
conviction. Nor would Cranmer have 
challenged the propriety of the atro- 
cious sentence. Heresy was a civil and 
an ecclesiastical crime; the heretic was 
conceived to be an enemy of God and 
of man. The medieval mind envisioned 
only one deserving punishment—death 
by fire. Nor must we shrink from the 
ferocity of sixteenth century criminal 
law. As familiar and equally as ac- 
ceptable to the medieval mind were the 
stake and the block; the gallows and 
the quartering scaffold and the wheel, 
as are acceptable to our mind the elec- 
tric chair, the gas chamber and even 
the guillotine. 

Rather than being abhorred by the 
violence of Cranmer’s death it were 
more to the point to be appalled by the 
magnitude of the crime against God’s 
Church the heresiarch had committed. 
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When we view the English Reformation 
in retrospect, from the vantage point of 
our own century, we are able to assess 
the formidable stature of Thomas Cran- 
mer first in the genesis and then in the 
later development of Anglican Prot- 
estantism. 

When we do this, we are not trans- 
ferring the guilt from Henry VIII's, 
Edward’s, or Elizabeth’s conscience; 
we know all too well that without the 
consent of these autocrats Anglicanism 
would not have survived. But actually 
the Tudors did not alone create the 
Established Church. They violated the 
principle of Catholic unity when their 
subservient Parliaments enacted the 
Acts of the Royal Supremacy. The 
Edwardine and Elizabethan Parlia- 
ments Protestantized the liturgy by 
their Acts of Uniformity. But actually 
all that Elizabeth and her theologians 
did was to explain and justify the work 
of Archbishop Cranmer. He — not 
Henry, not Edward, not Elizabeth—was 
the architect of the Anglican Church. 

This fact becomes apparent when we 
summarize what Cranmer did before his 
fall—did all during the twenty years 
he was primate. It was Cranmer who 
drew up the liturgical settlement 
through each Book of Common Prayer. 
It was Cranmer who codified his 
Church’s teaching in the 42 Articles of 
Religion, in 1553, at the Synod of Lon- 
don. These articles, with no radical 
alteration, except by a reduction to 
thirty-nine, remain to the present day 
an Official statement of the Anglican 
creed. 

For all practical purposes Anglican- 
ism was clearly, definitely, firmly, irre- 
vocably committed to Protestantism 
three years before Cranmer’s execution 
—in the final regnant year of Edward 
VI, when the Church of England be- 
came as Protestant as she ever was to 
become in her four-century history. It 
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is doubtful if even the Puritan excesses 
of the Commonwealth could surpass in 
degree this left-wing Protestantism. It 
Cranmer whom modern 
Anglicans have to thank for their Prot- 
estantism. Yes, Thomas Cranmer is 
indeed the architect of the Chureh of 
England. 


is Thomas 


THE LAST ACT 


Now we approach the final chapter 
of Cranmer’s long life. And his was a 
long life. Born in 1489, in the fifth year 
of Henry VII’s reign (the first Tudor, 
he defeated Richard III at Bosworth), 
Cranmer was, in the language of his 
time, a middle-aged priest when he be- 
‘ame, 1533, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Astute politician and ecclesiastiec that 
he was, Cranmer survived even Henry 
VIII, who died January, 1547. “Even,” 
I repeat, for on at least one memorable 
occasion his luck almost ran out. But 
Henry needed him and perhaps, if 
Henry were capable of so noble a 
passion as devotion, even loved him. 
There seems to be little doubt now that 
Henry saw through the thin veneer of 
the requisite Henrician Anglo-Catholi- 
cism which barely concealed Cranmer’s 
Protestant convictions. 

When Edward succeeded to the 
throne, abetted first by Somerset and 
after his fall by Northumberland, the 
Archbishop no longer needed dissemble. 
He was now encouraged and given free 
rein to propagate Protestantism. The 
Book of Common Prayer, the Ordinal 
the 42 Articles of Religion and some 
Homilies are representative of his chief 
literary and liturgical monuments dur- 
ing the Edwardian age, as his Great 
Bible was during the Henrician age. 
No man alive today can quarrel with 
the glorious rhetoric of the Book of 
Common Prayer, whose rhythmic ca- 
dences and majestic prayers have sung 
themselves into the devotions of thou- 


sands of Christians even outside the 
Anglican Church. 

When Edward VI died (July 6, 1553, 
eighteenth anniversary of the martyr- 
dom of St. Thomas More), Archbishop 
Cranmer—whether wittingly or unwit- 
tingly is a question for historians to 
determine—actively supported the dis- 
mal Northumberland plot to deprive 
Mary of the English throne. Cranmer 
unwisely attached his signature to the 
document drawn up by Northumber- 
land altering the Henrician Act of Suc- 
cession. When the plot failed, and 
when poor Queen-for-a-week Jane was 
dethroned, Cranmer hastened to save 
his own skin by writing an abject plea 
for pardon. His suit went unheeded; 
he was quickly deprived of the pri- 
macy; and events moved with excep- 
tional speed against him. 

Cranmer’s imprisonment for heresy 
was followed, April 20, 1554, by his 
conviction on that charge. On Sep- 
tember 7, 1555, citation to appear in 
person before the Pope within eighty 
days was served; of course, this was 
canonical formality. Cranmer could 
not have complied had he wished. 

Five days later the ecclesiastical tri- 
bunal convened, sat for two days, and 
rose as quickly as it had terminated the 
ecclesiastical process against him. 
Three months later, by a papal curial 
sentence under date of December 4, 
1555, Cranmer was canonically excom- 
municated. Then, on December 14, the 
final pontifical document was dis- 
patched by courier to England. It was 
his degradation from his archiepiscopal 
rank, with the consent of the Holy See 
to release him to the custody of the 
secular arm for punishment. 

The legal steps required by ecclesias- 
tical and civil law were soon completed. 
The first step, his canonical degrada- 
tion, was solemnly enacted February 
14. 1556. It was a fateful gesture. 
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The final step, his burning, followed on 
Mareh 21. Ironically, his ecclesiastical 
opponent, commissioned by the Holy 
See to heal the Cranmerian schism, 
effected by Henry’s Act of Supremacy, 
1534, was Reginald Cardinal Pole, con- 
secrated Archbishop of Canterbury the 
day following Cranmer’s death. Pole 
is best remembered as the last of the 
Roman and Catholic line to sit en- 
throned upon the seat of Augustine. 


WINKLE & WELLS 


At long last we are able to return to 
WINKLE & WELLS, the almost unre- 
membered bailiffs who were charged by 
the state with the supervision of Cran- 
mer, Latimer and Ridley during their 
imprisonment in Bocardo Prison, Ox- 
ford, and who were responsible for the 
details accompanying their execution. 

Some there are, partisans of Foxe the 
Martyrologist, who would invite us to 
shudder with them at the savage treat- 
ment visited upon the prisoners during 
their confinement. Judged by modern 
as well as by medieval standards, it 
was not at all bad. In fact, if anything, 
it was a fattening of the three victims 
for the sacrificial feast. Old John 
Strype, with the enthusiasm of the per- 
ennial sleuth, sort of a seventeenth 
century Hugh Ross Williamson, has 
left behind, in his Memorials of Arch- 
bishop Cranmer, a sample menu of a 
prisoner’s dinner, the actual dinner 
served to the prisoners October 1, 1555, 
just a fortnight prior to the burning of 
Latimer and Ridley: 


Bread and ale ............ 2d 
oy te ode ate whietin’s ld 
Cait li nan, ance aeas 2d 
Lyng (codfish) ........... 8d 
Fresh Salmon ............. 10d 
ee aes ini ats a og 3d 
Cheese and pears .......... 2d 

2s 6d 


Judged by modern exchange values, this 
amounts to not more than thirty-five 
cents. But one would have to multiply 
at least by forty to equate its sixteenth 
century cost to WINKLE «& WELLS. 
Strype is even obliging enough to add 
that the high cost of living was phe- 
nominal at that time! Why, you were 
compelled to pay fourteen cents for a 
plump goose in 1556. 


COST OF CRANMER’S BURNING 


Not many commemorative essays will 
bother about the cost the taxpayer had 
to pay to settle the bill rendered by 
WinKLE & WELLS for the execution 
of the three bishops. Again we are 
indebted to our historical sleuth, Strype, 
for this interesting piece of information 
which almost closes the suit of People 
vs. Cranmer. The exact figures ren- 
dered by the bailiffs are worthy of re- 
production, despite Strype’s caution 
that they “have melancholy in the 
reading”: 


For three loads of wood-fagots 
to burn Ridley and Latimer 12 0 


Item, one load of furs-fagots .. 
For the carriage of these four 

cc etekauebabeerces as 2 0 
errr ee 1 4 
Item, two chains ............ 3.4 
Item, two staples ............ 0 6 
Item, four labourers ........ 2 8 


Add your shillings and pence and you 
arrive at a grand total of 25s 4d. In 
other words, WINKLE & WELLS ex- 
pended (at the modern rate of 14¢ the 
shilling and 1¢ the pence) $3.54 on this 
double execution. 


For the Burning of Cranmer. . 


s d 

For an 100 of wood-fagots .... 6 0 
For an 100'/s of furs-fagots 

Pn ci csateseweuaie ans 3 4 

For the carriage of them .... 0 8 
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To two labourers .......... 1 4 
(re 11 5 
The U.S. postal elerk will convert this 


for you, and you will learn that it cost 
(again in modern ex- 
change) $1.62 to burn an Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 


approximately 


You may be curious—I know I was— 
to follow the fortunes of WINKLE & 
WeELLs until they disappear into the 
limbo of forgotten bailiffs. They really 
had a bad time of it. When they mailed 
their bill In Account with Sir William 
Peirie to the secretary of the Queen’s 
Secretary it accounted for exactly £63 
10s 2d whieh the Oxonian jailers had 
had to expend from their own pockets 
for hospitality rendered as well as for 
the gruesome finale of the performance 
Convert that into 
U.S. currency at 2.84 per pound. You 
learn that the Queen’s Secretary, Sir 
William, had been dunned to the tune 
of $182.00 to rid Her Majesty of these 
troublesome priests. But, we must not 
forget that goose brought 14¢ a bird in 
Multiply this forty times at 
least, if you will, and where do you find 
poor Sir William? 


“coram populo.” 


1555-6. 


That is exactly how Sir William sized 
up the bill. Anyway, not unkindly let 
us hope, he mailed WINKLE & WELLS 
£20, and for the next ten years the 
bailiffs were addressing monthly re- 
Finally it 
occured to them that perhaps an Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury might do some- 
thing for them. They had, you know, 
burned one of them, as well as two 


minders to English Queens. 


bishops. 


As it happened they numbered among 
their Oxonian acquaintances Lawrence 
‘lumphrey, and Lawrence Humphrey 
was President of Magdalen College. 
This particular suggests that our bailiffs 
were moving in quite exalted company 
by 1566, when Elizabeth, as Protestant 


as Cranmer, was on the throne. Presi- 
dent Humphrey wrote in their behalf 
to Archbishop Matthew Parker, implor- 
ing him, and his Anglican episcopal con- 
freres, to pay what was owed to 
WINKLE & WELLS. The state, he ex- 
plained, had indeed forwarded money 
to satisfy the needs of the three im- 
prisoned prelates, but, you know how 
it is, it was unaccountably embezzled. 

It would be satisfying to be able to 
pursue investigation to a happy con- 
clusion, to be able to quote Strype’s 
assurance that WINKLE & WELLS 
finally recuperated their loss, even with 
interest. But, alas, John Strype is 
merely prosaic and not at all convine- 
ing in his solution of the problem: 
“Though I cannot trace this any 
further, yet I make no doubt this peti- 
tion was favorably received with the 
Archbishop and bishops.” I wish I 
might be as sure myself. 


CRANMER’S EXECUTION 


But we are ten years ahead of our 
story. We are here to commemorate 
the burning. of Cranmer, not to pursue 
the misfortunes of poor WINKLE & 
WELLs. So we reluctantly retrace our 
steps to Oxford, the morning of March 
21, 1556. We return to mingle in the 
pelting rain with the priests and the 
monks and the lords and their ladies 
and the ordinary Oxonians who breath- 
lessly tried to keep pace with the rush- 
ing Cranmer, literally racing to his 
terrible death. 

Many are the graphic descriptions 
given through the years of the last act 
of that solemn religious drama—but 
none more gripping than the account 
given by Professor Pollard, borrowed 
from him, it would seem, by Hilaire 
Belloc in later years, and after him by 
Father Joseph Code. Professor Pol- 
lard’s Cranmer merits a quote without 
a doubt, just exactly as he wrote it: 
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Eagerly Cranmer pressed forward 
to the scene of the final victory from 
St. Mary’s Chureh, where he had 
made his last and most dramatic of 
his many recantations. The friars 
could hardly keep pace. Through 
Brasenose Lane and out of the gate 
by St. Michael’s they sped to a spot 
in the present Broad Street in front 
of Balliol College; there Ridley and 
Latimer had suffered six months be- 
fore, and now it is marked by a plain 
stone cross in the ground. The spot 
was in 1556 an empty ditch, probably 
the remains of a moat which ran 
around the old city walls. The steel 
band used at the burning is still pre- 
served in private hands. 

Here at the stake we must leave 
Thomas Cranmer, this four hundredth 
anniversary of his burning. We bid 
farewell to him and to whatever ob- 
loquy his transgressions may have con- 
signed him. We turn a last pitying 
glance upon his body almost hidden 
from our eyes by the swirling flames 
and the billowing smoke. Did we our- 
selves see it? Did we dream it? Or 
did we hear it told and retold by eye- 
witnesses, by contemporaries, by biog- 
raphers the past four hundred years? 
Did he actually extend to the devour- 
ing flames that right hand of his—that 
right hand which must suffer first be- 
‘ause he had suffered it to be his agent 
in playing the coward when it signed 
his many recantations? 

“Indeed,” wrote Father Code in The 
Epistle but a few years past, “men have 
wondered many things about Cranmer, 
about his tragic life and about his more 
tragic death. But there is one thing 
many have agreed upon and it is this: 
he was no hero, certainly no martyr. 


He was one about whom little, if any- 
thing, can be said in praise of his 
character.... Perhaps more than any- 
one else he was responsible for the 
sufferings which came to England, even 
after his death, for many generations. 
He betrayed the whole of England’s 
past for the heresy which has come to 
be known as Anglicanism. ... This is 
his place in history, in the history of 
England, in the history of Protestant- 
ism, in the history of Christendom. . . 
In short, as long as Anglicans hold to 
Cranmer’s Establishment they will be 
saddled with Cranmer.” 

Cranmer was “no hero, certainly no 
martyr.” St. Thomas Becket, his illus- 
trious predecessor in the same august 
See of Canterbury, was both. This is 
why it was not out of place, nor a 
matter of bad taste, to introduce our 
commemorative essay with the last 
Christmas sermon, supposedly preached 
by Becket in Canterbury Cathedral, 
Christmas Morn, December 25, 1170. 
At least T. S. Eliot’s Murder in the 
Cathedral places these words upon his 
tongue: 


A Christian martyrdom is no acci- 
dent. Saints are not made by acci- 
dent.... A martyrdom is never the 
design of man; for the true martyr is 
he who has become the instrument of 
God, who has lost his will in the will 
of God, not lost it, but found it, for 
he has found freedom in submission 
to God. The martyr no longer de- 
sires anything for himself, not even 
the glory of martyrdom.” 

“We are grateful to Harcourt, Brace and 
Company for graciously permitting us to 
quote these lines from the printed version of 
the play. 





Was the Penitent Sorry 


or Not? 


We PRIEST, in his role as con- 


fessor, sits in judgment upon others in 
the tribunal of penance. It is his office 
to know the of God and the 
Chureh, to ascertain the faets in the 
‘ase presented to him, and to apply this 
twofold knowledge in the rendering of 
a decision. Knowledge of the law 
comes from his seminary studies and 
from the studies which must be pursued 
after his ordination. Knowledge of the 
facts must come from the penitent. Ex- 
perience and judgment of human nature 
have their part to play. All of these 
things are required because, in giving 
His priests the power to forgive or to 
retain sins, Christ placed upon them the 
corresponding obligation to exercise this 


laws 


power reasonably and intelligently. 


UNLESS THERE BE 
GENUINE SORROW ... 


It is an axiom of moral theology that 
a penitent is to be believed when he 
speaks on his own behalf, as well as 
when he accuses himself of wrongdoing. 
The sacramental forum is _ not 
with witnesses, legal proofs, 
hearsay testimony. The penitent is re- 
vealing all that is essential to an under- 
standing of his sins, revealing it to 
Christ and His representative under 
the protection of the inviolable sacra- 


con- 
cerned 


mental seal. Presumably he who comes 
to the confessional wishes to tell his 
sins, in accordance with the law of 


By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M., J.C.D. 


God, and to be reconciled with God, if 
grace has been lost by serious sin. 

In order to obtain forgiveness of his 
sins, the pentitent must be truly sorry 
for them. The infinite goodness and 
merey of God will not remove the guilt 
of sin for which there is not genuine 
sorrow. Moreover, because every mor- 
tal sin means a turning away from God 
and the loss of sanctifying grace, the 
sinner who desires forgiveness must be 
sorry for all of his mortal sins. He 
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Canon Law and Sacramental Moral The- 
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cannot receive pardon for some of his 
sins, while remaining in a state of en- 
mity toward his Creator, no matter 
which offense led to that enmity. Being 
sorry for one or a hundred other sins 
does not compensate for the lack of true 
contrition with regard to the remaining 
offense. 
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That sorrow which is motivated by 
the love of God above all things is per- 
fect contrition and it removes the guilt 
of sin immediately. There still re- 
mains the obligation, by divine law, of 
confessing all mortal sins not yet sub- 
mitted to the power of the keys and 
integrally confessed. If the sinner is 
moved by fear of punishment rather 
than by the love of God, his genuine 
sorrow for sin, imperfect though it be, 
is accepted by Almighty God in the 
tribunal of Penance. (We are limiting 
our consideration to this sacrament, 
omitting any discussion of the effeet 
of other sacraments in the soul of one 
who has imperfect contrition.) This 
imperfect sorrow will not, by itself, 
accomplish the forgiveness of grievous 
sin, but it qualifies the penitent for 
sacramental absolution. 


REFUSAL OF OR CONDITIONAL 
GRANTING OF ABSOLUTION 


If the penitent is not really sorry for 
his sins, whether his sorrow be perfect 
or imperfect, his confession is unworthy. 
He has not yet fulfilled his obligation 
of confessing those sins and he has 
added the guilt of sacrilege by know- 
ingly receiving the Sacrament of Pen- 
ance without the requisite dispositions 
for that sacrament. Consequently, as 
a result of his lying to the confessor 
in a serious matter, he has incurred the 
burden of additional guilt, without being 
freed of that which previously weighed 
upon his soul. Together with the sins 
told in the sacrilegious confession, he 
must now confess the sacrilege as well. 
Again, let it be noted that we are dis- 
cussing only the penitent who has been 
guilty of mortal sins, and who is not or 
was not sorry for those mortal sins. For 
the sake of clarity and simplicity, we 
are not here treating directly the addi- 
tional factor of unrepented venial sins. 

If the penitent before him is not truly 
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sorry for his sins, the priest cannot in 
conscience grant him absolution. If the 
penitent is properly disposed, he is en- 
titled to absolution. If the confessor 
has a positive doubt concerning the 
penitent’s worthiness, he must endeavor 
to settle that doubt before conferring 
the sacrament. Finally, if the doubt be 
positive, based upon a solid reason, and 
there is fear of grave spiritual harm 
from the refusal of absolution, the con- 
fessor may absolve conditionally. An 
example of such a case would be the 
confession of a penitent who has pre- 
sented himself to the sacred tribunal to 
fulfill his obligation of yearly confes- 
sion and in order to receive Holy Com- 
munion on the next day, Trinity Sun- 
day. 

The confessor at times may doubt the 
sincerity and the worthiness of a peni- 
tent as he forms his judgment of the 
sinner’s conscience. But it is also pos- 
sible for the sinner to doubt his own 
dispositions and his own worthiness, 
and for him to express these doubts to 
the confessor. Usually a penitent who 
is worried about his dispositions shows 
by his very concern in the matter that 
he is truly sorry. The priest, of course, 
must determine by means of kindly and 
pointed interrogation whether or not 
this is true in a particular instance. 


LACK OF SORROW IN THE PAST 


It is more difficult to form a judgment 
concerning the penitent’s dispositions, if 
he asserts that he was not sorry for sins 
told in past confessions. Perhaps the 
first thought that would come to mind, 
upon hearing such an assertion, is that 
the individual so accusing himself is 
probably inclined to serupulosity. This 
inclination can easily lead to misgivings 
with regard to past confessions and to 
a persistent desire to repeat them. Re- 
peated confessions of this kind ean only 
increasing the 


do spiritual harm, 





WAS THE PENITENT SORRY OR NOT? 





seriousness of the affliction that already 
exists. Therefore, the priest’s first ob- 
jective will be to learn whether the 
penitent is scrupulous or not. 

If the penitent responds to the con- 
fessor’s questions by admitting that he 
has frequently or habitually worried 
about the alleged lack of sorrow in the 
past, that he has frequently or regularly 
confessed or attempted to confess this 
same accusation, it is almost a foregone 
conclusion that the cause of the peni- 
tent’s worry is scrupulosity. Should 
the priest immediately tell the penitent 
to forget the matter or refuse to let him 
discuss it further? There is more hope 
of preventing a recurrence of doubt and 
anxiety if the present confessor asks 
what he has been told by the other 
priests to whom he has presented his 
problem. 


OBEDIENCE REQUIRED 
OF THE SCRUPULOUS 


If the penitent replies that he has 
been told to forget the matter and not 
to bring it up again, the present con- 
fessor should reaffirm that advice and 
should kindly insist upon its being fol- 
lowed without question. It may be 
helpful to the penitent to insist and to 
repeat that the responsibility for this 
decision rests upon the confessor, and 
that the penitent’s responsibility is to 
obey his confessor. The serupulous 
penitent in circumstances such as these 
is not capable of forming a sound judg- 
ment with regard to his own state of soul 
or with regard to his obligations. If 
left to himself, he would want to con- 
fess all of his sins over and over again, 
day after day, for fear that he has not 
done everything required by the law 
of God. 

If the present confessor allows or en- 
courages such a penitent to delve into 
the past again, and to bring up the pre- 
vious real or imagined sins that have 


troubled him, he is only favoring a con- 
tinuation of the penitent’s spiritual ail- 
ment. If this policy were to be fol- 
lowed, the scrupulous penitent could go 
from one priest to another over a period 
of months or years, stirring up more 
trouble for himself by every confession. 

Is there not danger of the confessor’s 
permitting a violation of the divine law 
which requires an integral confession, 
if he tells the penitent not to confess the 
sins he wishes to tell? Perhaps he was 
not sorry for them; perhaps he did not 
tell them in their entirety, according to 
number and species. The correct an- 
swer to this question requires that a dis- 
tinction be made between material and 
formal integrity of confession. Ma- 
terial integrity requires confessing all 
mortal sins committed after baptism, 
which have not yet been directly for- 
given by sacramental absolution, or 
which have not yet been confessed fully 
according to number and species. For- 
mal integrity requires confession of all 
mortal sins “which must be told here 
and now.” Thus, the dying sinner who 
can barely whisper is not able to tell in 
detail the sins of the past thirty years 
since his last confession, but he is able 
to accuse himself of all the sins of his 
life. If this latter is all that he can do, 
by either word or sign, his confession is 
formally integral, and he fulfills what is 
required of him by divine law here and 
now. 

The serupulous penitent may have 
sufficient reason for not going into the 
details of number and species which 
would be required of another penitent. 
Whether or not that sufficient reason 
exists is for the confessor to decide. If 
there is doubt concerning the obliga- 
tion of confessing past sins, the seru- 
pulous person is told to drop the matter 
and not to mention it further, because 
doing so would cause serious spiritual 
harm. If he says that he has been told 
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to do this by previous confessors, the 
presumption is that the earlier confes- 
sors have already gone into the matter 
and have reached that decision. The 
‘ase should not then be reopened by 
every priest to whom it is presented. 
Admitting the possibility that some sin 
was not properly confessed, or that 
there was lack of sorrow for some past 
sin, the present confessor finds grave 
reason for permitting this possible de- 
fect in material integrity of confession. 
The confession is, nevertheless, formally 
integral, and the priest need not be 
troubled in conscience by accepting the 
responsibility for the decision to forbid 
the repetition of past confessions. It is 
his duty as judge in the sacramental 
tribunal to make such decisions, and he 
is fulfilling his divinely given commis- 
sion when he so decides. 

Lest the above paragraphs be mis- 
understood, it should be added that the 
confessor ought not merely to forbid 
any confession of past sin whatsoever, 
Rather, he should ask the penitent if he 
is sorry for all of the sins of the past 
about which he has been worried. The 
penitent’s thus confessing his past sins 
in general, with his present sorrow for 
them, will cover any possible defects in 
integrity or contrition from the past, 
and will give necessary assurance to the 
penitent who should be told again not to 
introduce the same matter in future con- 
fessions because it has all been taken 
vare of in the current confession. 


THE PENITENT WHO 
IS NOT SCRUPULOUS 


We have been discussing, for the 
most part, the penitent afflicted with 
scrupulosity, of whom the confessor can 
only hope that the given advice and di- 
rection will be followed by him in the 
future. What should be the confessor’s 
judgment and decision with regard to 
the penitent who does not manifest 
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signs of scrupulosity, but who declares 
that many past confessions must have 
been unworthy and that he has reached 
this conclusion after learning more 
about his religion than he knew in pre- 
vious years? If the alleged unworthi- 
ness is asserted because the penitent 
learned years later that certain things 
were sinful, the obvious answer is that 
one who is invincibly ignorant of the 
sinfulness of an action does not incur 
formal guilt, and that there is, therefore, 
no obligation to confess the action when 
its true malice is discovered. 

The case is not so easily settled if 
the penitent accuses himself of having 
lacked sorrow or of having been sorry 
only because he feared punishment, 
without any thought of God, so that if 
there were no hell, he would have done 
nothing about confessing his sins. If 
the penitent should say further that, 
upon looking back over his past life, he 
has concluded that there was lacking a 
firm purpose of amendment, because 
mortal sins were so frequently com- 
mitted again after having been con- 
fessed, the confessor must weigh in his 
mind the possibility of all these things. 
He must decide whether or not this 
penitent is under the obligation of mak- 
ing a general confession of his past life. 
If the question has already been pre- 
sented to another confessor and settled 
by him, that should ordinarily suffice, 
whether the previous confessor required 
a general confession or declared that it 
was not necessary. 

However, if the problem has never 
been brought up before, the present con- 
fessor must make the decision. Should 
he decide to be safe and to require a 
general confession of the pentitent’s 
past life? This is no small thing to do, 
and he is not being safe unless he re- 
quires a confession of every sin accord- 
ing to number and species. An obliga- 
tion of such gravity should not be im- 
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posed unless the confessor is certain that 
it exists. 

Should the penitent be told at once 
to forget the matter, with only a generic 
confession and sorrow for the sins gen- 
erally confessed? Immediate dismissal 
of the problem in this fashion would 
not seem to accord with the confessor’s 
responsibility as judge. Therefore, he 
should endeavor, if he encounters a 
situation of this kind, to learn a bit 
more of the penitent’s attitude and 
state of knowledge during the years 
past. It will be for the penitent to 
supply the facts in response to the ques- 
tions of his confessor, and for the priest 
to form the final judgment as to the 
penitent’s obligations. 

Doing so, he will have to remember 
that it is not difficult for a person to 
pass a harsh judgment and, therefore, 
a false judgment upon his own past life. 
Wishing to please God and to save his 
soul, a man may begin to fear the ex- 
istence of unforgiven sins in his past as 
he learns more about what the law of 
God requires from him for eternal sal- 
vation. Temperament, environment, 
the length of time during which he has 
been concerned about his past—many 
such circumstances may deserve con- 
sideration by the confessor before he 
arrives at a decision. Not to be over- 
looked is the advisability of being slow 
to agree with the self-condemnation of 
him who does protest too much, who 
now finds reason after reason for decid- 
ing that his past confessions were in- 
valid. The penitent may be unwittingly 
laying the groundwork for a case of 
scrupulosity, and it is the confessor’s 
duty to prevent the development of the 


affliction. On the other hand, the peni- 
tent’s accusation may be well founded. 
He may have gone to confession with- 
out true sorrow, and without a firm pur- 
pose of amendment. He may have done 
this over a period of years. 


The key to this problem may well be 
to determine whether or not he thought 
that he was making bad confessions or 
suspected that he was. If he did so 
think or suspect, the general confession 
would seem to be necessary. If not, it 
is unlikely that sorrow and purpose of 
amendment were really lacking. 


Why not say definitely, one way or 
the other, that they were or were not 
lacking? No article can do that. The 
written word can present the law of God 
and the Church. It can also take cer- 
tain facts, if supplied, and apply the 
law to arrive at a solution of the case, 
real or hypothetical. But the decision 
in the confessional, for any particular 
case of the kind proposed, rests in the 
hands of the confessor. He is the judge, 
and to him alone are committed the 
facts of that case. He is not free to 
step out and consult others, as would 
a physician or surgeon, before deciding 
upon a diagnosis and a course of treat- 
ment. The judgment must be made in 
the silence and secrecy of the confes- 
sional. The priest’s study and reflec- 
tion, together with his prayers for divine 
guidance in the office of judge and phy- 
sician of souls, will lead to a conscien- 
tious decision in which there will be 
found no opposition between fulfillment 
of divine precepts and the use of the 
Sacrament of Penance as a means of 
reconciling the sinner to Almighty God. 
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Tips for Convert Makers 


VI. How to Conduct an Inquiry Class 


, = HOPE of the convert move- 


ment lies in the increasing use of the 
Inquiry Class, backed by the recruiting 
zeal of priests and parishioners. When- 
ever the inefficient and disastrous policy 
of waiting for a person to screw up 
enough courage to ring the rectory door- 
bell and apply for instruction is re- 
placed by the method of going out 
after churchless people and inviting 
them to attend an Inquiry Class, the 
number of converts is doubled, tripled 
or quadrupled. The ideal, then, is to 
have an Inquiry Forum operating two, 
three and, in large parishes, four times 
a year. 

How is an Inquiry Class conducted? 
What are the hazards to avoid? Is it 
possible to have sufficient individual 
contact? Is it as efficient as the method 
of private instruction? Do the mem- 
bers like it? Can you check on the 
degree of thoroughness with which each 
knows the subject matter? What is the 
sequence of topics? These are the ques- 
tions which are being asked by an in- 





Fr. O'Brien, prolific au- 
thor and founder of the 
Crusade for Souls move- 
ment, concludes his serves 
with this issue. 
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creasing number of priests who would 
like to establish an Inquiry Forum but 
feel uncertain as to how to conduct it. 

Over a period of forty years we have 
conducted Inquiry Classes in a number 
of parishes in different dioceses, have 
helped to establish hundreds, and have 
observed them in operation by some of 
our leading convert makers. On the 
basis of that experience we submit the 
following answers and suggestions. 

Go over to the chureh forty minutes 
before the elass begins and kneel in 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
for ten minutes. Pray to the Holy 
Spirit for the grace of conversion for 
all the inquirers and pray, too, that the 
Paraclete, the Spirit of Truth, will guide 
you to speak prudently, kindly, char- 
itably and wisely, “rightly handling,” 
as St. Paul wrote to Timothy, “the 
word of truth.” 

If a fairly large number of inquirers, 
say, twenty or more, is expected, it is 
advisable to have another priest (if 
there be another in the parish) to join 
you in prayer and to help in getting the 
class organized and under way. In- 
deed, in large parishes where there are 
several curates, two priests should be 
present at all the meetings, alternating 
in giving the instruction. At the Gesu 
Church in Milwaukee, where the at- 
tendance averages over a hundred, three 
priests take turns with the lectures and 
all assist with the general work. 


‘TI Tim. 2, 15. 


< 


TIPS FOR CONVERT MAKERS 





SUITABLE PLACE 


It is preferable to hold the elass in 
a suitable room, hall or auditorium, 
where the members can be encouraged 
to relax, to smoke if they wish; where 
you ean visit informally with each and 
they can talk to one another; where you 
can engage in an occasional pleasantry 
and give them a good hearty laugh. 
Some such suitable place can usually 
be found in the school, rectory, or 
church basement. Where such facilities 
are not available, then you must use 
the church proper, but then the atmos- 
phere will be one of restraint and rev- 
erence. We have used both, but we 
prefer a room or hall because of the 
greater freedom and informality which 
it permits. 

Step into the lecture room thirty min- 
utes before the time scheduled for the 
class so that you will be the first one 
present. People will start to drift in 
soon. Meet each at the entrance with 
a courteous greeting, a hearty welcome 
and a friendly handshake, exchanging 
names. Walk with the individual to a 
seat, sit at his side while you have a 
friendly little chat for a few minutes. 


Then excuse yourself as another 


enters. 

This warm, friendly greeting means 
much to these inquirers. Most of them 
are timid about coming to such a meet- 
ing, especially if they come alone. Your 
warmth and friendliness will quickly 
make them feel at home. 

It is helpful to have a dozen or more 
personable Catholic couples to supple- 
ment your greetings, to mingle in a 
friendly manner with them and to sit 
with them during the lecture in case no 
Catholie has accompanied them. The 
ideal, of course, is to have a Catholic 
come with each inquirer, remain with 
him during the course, act as his spon- 
sor at baptism, and as his Big Brother 


in the practice of his faith for the first 
five years. 

START PROMPTLY 

Start the class promptly. Begin the 
first class with the Our Father and ask 
all to stand and join with you in recit- 
ing it. It is probably the one prayer 
which they all know. Assign a new 
prayer for them to learn by heart for 
each class and have them recite it 
together at the beginning and at the 
end of the instruction. 

The following sequence has proven 
very acceptable: Our Father, The Sign 
of the Cross, Glory be to the Father, 
Apostles’ Creed, Confiteor, Acts of 
Faith, Hope, Charity, Contrition, 
Prayers before and after Meals, lastly 
the Hail Mary. Non-Catholies are not 
accustomed to pray to Our Lady, and 
they will take to it better after the 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin has been 
explained. It is better to make haste 
slowly in this delicate matter. Our 
Lady will bless your prudence and 
restraint. 

Tell all how welcome they are, how 
happy you are to have the privilege of 
explaining to them the credentials, 
teachings and practices of the Catholic 
faith. Explain to them how God loves 
them, how the Church loves them, how 
you, as the ambassador of Christ, love 
them. Tell them that, like your Divine 
Master, you would be willing to lay 
down your life for them. You bring 
them a message of joy, hope, life and 
love that will profoundly influence their 
lives here and hereafter. You are there 
not to attack any Church or group, not 
to argue, simply to explain in a kindly 
manner the teachings of Christ and of 
the Chureh which He founded. 

Mention some of the common mis- 
conceptions of the Chureh and_ her 
teachings, such as: Catholies are for- 
hidden to read the Bible; they owe 
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political allegiance to a foreign poten- 
tate; they pay priests to have their sins 
forgiven and to have souls lifted from 
purgatory into heaven; they worship 
statues and images; they persecute non- 
Catholics in countries in which they 
have the upper hand; they adore the 
Virgin Mary as a sort of fourth person 
of the Blessed Trinity; they are op- 
posed to the public schools. 

Most of the non-Catholies present 
have heard some or all of these charges. 
It will relieve them to know that none 
of them is true. It will thus help to 
wash from their minds any vestiges of 
ill feeling, prejudice or suspicion. It 
will help them to open their minds to 
see the truth and move their hearts to 
embrace it. 


AN OPEN MIND 


Stress the importance of listening 
with an open mind. God gives His 
grace to the humble, but He denies it 
to the proud. They will derive the 
greatest benefit if they bring to their 
study of the Catholic religion a humble 
spirit and a prayerful heart. Ask them 
to pray each day that God will give 
them the light to see the truth and the 
courage to follow it whithersoever it 
may lead them. 

Explain that no one will exercise 
any high-pressure salesmanship upon 
them. God’s truth is sufficiently clear 
and cogent to write its own verdict 
upon their open minds and _ hearts. 
Make it clear that not only will they 
not be pressured into joining the 
Church, but they will not be admitted 
unless they are thoroughly and sin- 
cerely convinced that it is the one true 
Church of Jesus Christ on earth. 

Tell them that the class will meet 
two nights a week, say, Monday and 
Thursday, at 7:30, and will last ex- 
actly one hour. Find out if the time 
suggested meets the convenience of all, 
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and then make any slight adjustment 
necessary to suit the majority. After 
conducting the class for a few years, 
you will know what is the most con- 
venient time; then stick to it so that it 
will become known throughout the 
community. 

Emphasize the importance of attend- 
ing every lecture, even if it means 
shifting other dates. Tell them that 


this is their date with God, the most 


important of the week, and that nothing 
must be allowed to interfere with it. 
Stress the advisability of getting there 
ten or fifteen minutes ahead of time so 
that they can have a brief visit with 
you and the other members, and thus 
enable the class to start exactly on the 
dot. 

Distribute cards; have all—including 
Catholics—sign their names, addresses 
and telephone numbers. Transfer these 
to a book and have the attendance rec- 
ord of each kept by a member of the 
class, acting as secretary. Note in the 
book the title of each lecture and the 
date given in order that you will know 
the lesson missed because of sickness or 
other serious reason. This can be made 
up privately. 

PROVIDE SUITABLE BOOKS 

Supply each inquirer with four books: 
a manual of instruction, an advanced 
‘atechism, a volume of convert stories, 
a prayerbook and later a rosary. There 
are a dozen or more works explaining 
the credentials, teachings and practices 
of the Catholic faith which are widely 
used and which over the years have 


proven very useful and thoroughly 
satisfactory. Examine these and 


choose the one which appeals to you. 
(The footnotes here will carry the 
prices of the books and quantity prices 
for the convenience of priests who plan 
to institute the Inquiry Forum.) 

Over the years you have made a list 
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of your favorite books in this work. We 
ourselves use as a manual The Faith of 
Millions,? recently revised and brought 
up to date, a complete exposition of the 
credentials, teachings and practices of 
the Catholic religion in the light of 
Scripture, history, reason and modern 
science. We supplement it with Under- 
standing the Catholic Faith,? an en- 
larged edition of the Baltimore Cate- 
chism #3, commonly known as the Con- 
fraternity of Christian Doctrine edi- 
tion, which has been especially adapted 
for convert instruction. It embodies 
the fruits of the labors of a commis- 
sion of the American Hierarchy and of 
leading convert makers, and is the most 
thorough and complete catechetical ex- 
position of the faith in the English 
language. 

We show how the Catholic faith 
brings peace and joy and divine truth 
to sincere truth-seekers by giving a 
copy of The Road to Damascus* to 
those with at least a high-school educa- 
tion and a copy of Paths to Christ® to 
those with more limited schooling. We 
try to develop their devotional life by 
providing each with a copy of Your 
Prayer Book® 

Assign the material that is to be read 
for each class and stress the importance 
of reading and studying it carefully. 
Explain to them that their careful pe- 
rusal of the material will enable them 
to follow the lecture more profitably. 
Ask the class to devote twenty to thirty 


* The Faith of Millions, Our Sunday Visitor, 
Huntington, Indiana, cloth bound, $2.50. 
Paper bound, $1.75 postpaid; 25 copies, 75¢ 
each, plus postage. 

*Understanding the Catholic Faith, Ava 
Maria Press, Notre Dame, Indiana, 95¢ each; 
50 copies, 74¢ each; 100 copies, 69¢ each, 
postpaid. 

*The Road to Damascus (Image Book edi- 
tion) Doubleday & Co., New York, 65¢ each. 

° Paths to Christ, Our Sunday Visitor, $1.50 
each, postpaid; 100 copies, $70 plus postage. 

*Your Prayer Book, Our Sunday Visitor, 
$1.50 each; 100 copies, 65¢ each, plus postage. 


minutes a day in reading the literature 
recommended. They will then under- 
stand the religion better and be able to 
practice it more fruitfully. 

To be sure that every detail is cov- 
ered with precision, it is well to supply 
each with a good catechism, preferably 
an advanced one suitable for adults. 
Have them supplement your lecture 
and the class manual by reading this 
material as broken up into question- 
and-answer form in the catechism. 
Adults have an understandable dislike 
for parrot-like, word-for-word repro- 
duction of memorized answers after the 
fashion of little children, and such 
should not be required of them. It is 
sufficient that they understand the 
matter. 


PERSONAL TESTIMONIALS 

To take the doctrines and especially 
the credentials of the Church out of the 
abstract and show how they have 
brought conviction, certainty and peace 
to groping minds, it is well to give each 
inquirer a book of conversion stories. 
These are apologetics brought down to 
earth: they are concrete illustrations of 
what the Catholic religion is able to do 
for every sincere truth seeker. They 
shoot streams of deep human interest 
into the exposition of all the teachings 
and practices of the Church. We our- 
selves use Paths to Christ. 

Give each inquirer an inexpensive 
prayerbook. ‘Tell him to spend at least 
five minutes each day reciting its beau- 
tiful prayers. Explain to him that 
religion is not simply a matter of read- 
ing about God and His revealed truths, 
but of getting into vital personal con- 
tact with Him by praying to Him, 
serving Him and loving Him with one’s 
whole heart and soul. 

Ask the truth-seeker to put his heart 
into his prayers and try to grow each 
day in fervor. Quote the words of the 
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Beloved Disciple John, “He that loveth 
not, knoweth not God, for God is love.’ 
The humble person who prays to God 
and loves Him with all His heart knows 
God more intimately than the proud 
philosopher who never prays. 


A GOOD INVESTMENT 

By ordering books in quantities, pas- 
tors can get them at about half the 
price. They may be given gratis, or 
the inquirer may pay the wholesale 
price or, perhaps better still, the Catho- 
lic may pay for his own copy and that 
of his spiritual protege. The cost of the 
four books should be little more than 
$3.00. The offerings of a single con- 
vert for only a year will more than 
take care of the expense of providing 
all the inquirers with free books. It’s 
an investment which pays rich divi- 
dends in time and in eternity. 

Once you get the class using four such 
books faithfully, their interest deepens, 
their piety increases and their love of 
Christ and of His Chureh grows in 
ardor and in intensity. Encourage them 
to attend Sunday Mass regularly. Ex- 
plain that they will learn the worship 
side of the Church only by attending 
divine services and encourage them to 
participate in them. Once they get 
down on their knees at Mass and begin 
to pray, they are already more than 
half-way into the fold. The remaining 
journey will be short and easy. 

Announce that you will be glad to 
answer any question after the lecture. 
Have the individual remain and let him 
ask it privately. Many questions will 
not be of interest to the class, and all 
should be privileged to leave immedi- 
ately after the prayer that closes the 
lecture. 

Have on hand a Catholic Bible, a 
King James version, a Scriptural Con- 


*T John 4, 8. 
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cordance and a Commentary (prefer- 
ably A Catholic Commentary on Holy 
Scripture’). By all means have the 
Catholic Biblical 
first and only such work ever available 
in this country. With these you can 
not only locate any Biblical text, but 


Encyclopedia, the 


give its proper interpretation as well. 

If it can be conveniently arranged, 
have the ladies of the parish serve 
coffee, tea and doughnuts after the 
prayer ending the first lecture. This 
will deepen the warmth and friendliness 
of the meeting, will give a few addi- 
tional minutes for informal visiting and 
it will enable you and your parishioners 
to become better acquainted with your 
guests. We must not only convince 
their minds; we must also win their 
hearts as well. Every friendly gesture 
helps to achieve both goals. 

Stand at the door and bid each a 

“Good-night and God_ bless 
This means much to them. It 


friendly 
you!” 
shows your interest in each and will 
help to forge a strong bond of esteem 
and friendship. We must win their 
respect, trust, friendship and love for 
Christ, for His Chureh and for our- 
selves as the ambassadors of God. 

Ask two members to remain after the 
class. Have a brief visit with each one, 
assure yourself that he is following the 
lectures with understanding. This en- 
ables you to have brief chats at every 
meeting with eight members—six before 
the lecture, two after it. 


FINGER ON PULSE 

If you have a priestly conferee col- 
laborating with you, he is having an 
equal number of brief conferences and 
he assists in greeting the members and 
in answering questions after the meet- 


“A Catholic Commentary on Holy Scripture, 
Thos. Nelson & Sons, New York. 

*Catholic Biblical Encyclopedia, Jos. F. 
Wagner, Inc., New York. 
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ing. You two have a little post-mortem 
after each meeting, pooling your judg- 
ments as to the progress and the needs 
of each. Assign members periods for 
longer conferences in accordance with 
their needs. With a colleague or with- 
out one, you can keep your finger on 
the spiritual pulse of each and know 
the needs of each member just as well 
as if he were the only one in the class. 

A week or two before the course ends, 
arrange for a conference with each. 
Check on his mastery of the subject 
matter, speak a word of encouragement 
and help him to decide affirmatively. 
The example of others doing so is al- 
ways a definite help. Tell him that it 
takes a little courage to take the step 
and that God will give it to him if he 
prays for it sincerely. 

Prepare each lecture carefully, in- 
clude two or three incidents or stories 
to illustrate various points, and if you 
can manage an occasional pleasantry 
and thus give them a chance to smile 
and relax, it will prove most welcome. 
It often helps to give them a few min- 
utes intermission, a sort of seventh- 
inning stretch, in the middle of the 
lecture period. Invite them to stand 
up, relax, and talk to their neighbors. 
They will pay better attention during 
the second half for such a two-minute 
respite. They will get to know one 
another, look forward to each meeting 
and relish it vastly more than a soli- 
tary meeting in a stuffy rectory parlor. 

Expound, explain, present, unfold 
and teach—but never argue or ha- 
rangue. Make it clear that you are 
speaking not in your own name, but in 
the name of Christ and of His Church. 
Hence it is advisable at the third meet- 
ing to explain the divine origin and 
authority of the Church and the four 
marks authenticating her claim to be 
the one true Chureh of Christ. Once 
this is done thoroughly and convine- 


ingly, you become unmistakably 
Christ’s spokesman and the rest of the 
journey is clear sailing. Get across a 
devotional point at each meeting— 
something that will inflame their love 
for God. 

Be unwearingly patient, kind, sym- 
pathetic and understanding. Never 
hurt the feelings of an inquirer. Never 
make any question appear a foolish 
one. The ambassador of Christ must, 
as St. Paul says, “suffer fools gladly.” 
Win an argument and you lose a friend 
and sometimes a soul. The three rules 
for dealing with inquirers, as Bishop 
Sheen observes, are: 1. kindness; 2. 
Kindness; 3. Kindness. 

Devote one meeting to an explana- 
tion of the vestments, utensils and cere- 
monies of the Mass while those ceremo- 
nies are being enacted by another 
priest. Have the members cluster 
about the altar, or preferably fix a tem- 
porary altar and have the dry Mass 
said, facing the people. Let them break 
in with questions at any point. 

Devote another meeting to a tour of 
the church, explaining all the sacra- 
mentals, symbols, paintings, statues, 
crucifix, candles, altar, stations of the 
cross, and let each look into the (dark, 
secret and mysterious!) box called the 
confessional about which they will have 
heard strange tales. Twenty-two other 
sessions should enable you to cover all 
the matter. 


PUBLIC RECEPTION 

Receive the entire class on a Satur- 
day afternoon. Have them occupy the 
front pews at the nine o’clock Sunday 
Mass. Have sponsors (a Big Brother 
for each man, a Big Sister for each 
woman) or—if they wish—two sponsors 
for each. After the Gospel, have them 
come with their sponsors to the Com- 
munion rail and repeat after you three 
or four of the chief paragraphs of the 
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Profession of Faith. 

End by having them repeat after 
you, in a firm, loud voice, with right 
hands upraised, the following promise: 
“T solemnly promise on my word of 
honor that I shall hold fast to my holy 
Catholic faith and practice it faithfully 
until God sends His angels to close my 
eyes in death. So help me God! In 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.” 

The brief ceremony will be an eye- 
opener for most Catholics who have 
never witnessed the reception of a con- 
vert. It will bring vividly before them 
the missionary character of the Church 


In the next HPR issue 


and their own duty to keep the stream 
of converts flowing. 

Preach a brief sermon, welcoming 
them into the Mystical Body of Christ. 
Tell them of the joy oi God and of the 
saints in Heaven upon their returning 
to the household of the faith—the 
Church in which their forefathers wor- 
shipped for more than fifteen centuries. 
Tell them of their responsibilities as 
members of the faith and ask each to 
show his gratitude to God for the gift of 
faith by sharing it with a relative or 
friend each year, thus striving to 
average at least one convert a year for 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and King. 








What is the history of Protestants and Other Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State? What precisely brought this group into 
being? What are the seven objectives of the POAU as stated in its mani- 
festo? What concrete steps must Catholics take toward effectively oppos- 
ing the actions of this organization whose mentality is so much that of the 
old Nativists, Know Nothings, American Protective Association and the 
Ku Klux Klan? 

We wrote to Fr. Virgil Blum, S.J., not too long ago for a definitive answer 
to these questions, every one of which is of concern to every one of our 
We specifically asked Fr. Blum to write this article because we 
Your 


readers. 
had been so impressed with his writings elsewhere on allied topics: 
Child’s Religious Liberty (a pamphlet which we felt merited a full review 
in our August issue) ; articles such as “Religious Liberty and the Religious 
Garb”; “Academic Freedom and Religious Freedom”; “Liberty under 
Attack” (in which a strange alliance between POAU and the American 
Civil Liberties Union was exposed) ; “Freedom and Education,” and many 
others. 
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| % THE TITLE of one of his works, 
a great Catholic thinker of our day 
has said that we have entered into 
The Twilight of Civilization. His con- 
clusion is similar to that of another 
Christian man of letters who, by the 
choice of a title, is of the opinion that 
today we are standing on The Edge of 
the Abyss. Another great sociologist, 
in pointing out the danger of secular- 
ism, entitled his work The Crisis of Our 
Age. Significantly, all three thinkers 
resolve the problem of our age in a re- 
turn to God. The last named, in fact, 
closes his work with that tremendous 
exclamation of Sanctus: “Benedictus 
qui venit in nomine Domini.” 


TWO KINDS OF MISSIONARIES 


As Catholics we know that “He who 
comes in the name of the Lord” comes 
to us through the Church of God. We 
know from history and faith that the 
Church is now, as in the past, and shall 
be till the end of time, the Life-Giver 
of men and civilization. As it fell to 
the missionaries of earlier centuries to 
bring the Church to the various cultures 
of former days, so we today must bring 
the Church into the world of our day. 
As creatures of our own day, we must 
be firmly rooted in the belief that 
Cardinal Suhard expressed in his great 
pastoral on the Church: “The world 
needs the Church for its life; the Church 
needs the world for its growth and 
fulfillment.” 

We must realize and never forget 
the pertinent distinction laid down by 


By VINCENT A. YZERMANS 


Pope Pius XI in an address to the 
Jocists in the early twenties. 


There are two kinds of missions 
in the Church: the foreign missions 
in China, Japan, the Congo—among 
the natives—are one kind; but today 
there is another, the mission of the 
interior, in the factories and work- 
shops, where there are pagans sepa- 
rated from the Church. And today 
and tomorrow, the missions of the 
interior will sometimes—will often 
be more important and more difficult 
than the foreign missions. 














Fr. Yzermans is author of the following 
books: Pope Pius XII and Theology; 
All Things in Christ; The Popes Speak 
of Mary; The Unwearied Advocate (now 
in revised edition); the two-volume Pub- 
lic Addresses of Pope Pius XII; The 
Popes and the Saints. 





It will be, it must be, the children 
of the Church who will restore these 
“missions of the interior” to the bosom 
of Mother Church. These children will 
be found among the shop girls, me- 
chanics, professional people, office boys 
and secretaries who are convinced of 
the truth expressed by Pope Pius XII 
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that ‘“‘modern life and thought must be 
regained to Christ.” 
They will be convinced that “Christ, 


led back and 


His Truth and His grace, are no less 
necessary to the men of our times than 
to those of yesterday and the day be- 
fore, of all centuries, past and future. 
This is the only fountain of salvation, 
the Catholic faith; not indeed, a muti- 
lated, anemic and diluted faith, but a 
faith maintained in all its integrity, in 
all its purity, in all its strength.” 


CHURCH MEMBERSHIP IS 
NOT SOCIAL REGISTRATION 


These “missionaries of the interior” 
will realize that the supernatural is 
founded on the natural, that the Church 
must exist in the world, that religion 
is, In facet, living and vital. They will 
admit no moral rationalization, no in- 
tellectual divorce, no social depart- 
mentalization. They will be guided 
by the words which our Holy Father 
spoke in 1947: “To wish,” he said, “‘to 
draw an exact line of separation be- 
tween religion and life, between the 
natural and the supernatural, between 
the Chureh and the world, as if the 
rights of God were valueless in all the 
manifold realities of daily life, whether 
human or social, is entirely foreign to 
Catholie thought and is positively anti- 
Christian. The more, therefore, the 
powers of darkness bring their pressure 
to bear, the more then there is need, 
on the part of the Church itself, of 
steadfast and persevering action in or- 
der to reconquer and to place all fields 
of human life under the most sweet em- 
pire of Christ, so that His spirit may 
breathe abundantly, His law 
reign with a more sovereign sway, and 
His love triumph more victoriously. . . . 

“This task of the Church,” the Pope 
continued, “is indeed arduous, but they 
are simply unwitting deserters or dupes 


more 


who, in deference to a misguided super- 
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naturalism, would confine the Chureh 
to the ‘strictly religious field,’ as they 
say, Whereas by so doing they are but 
playing into the hands of their 
enemies.” 

The Chureh cannot be absent from 
the world. The Church must be “felt.” 
This she will achieve by being in the 
world in the person of her faithful 
children. These missionaries of the 
interior realize that they are more than 
just members of the “holy, lovable, 
strong Church,” as if they are members, 
let us say, of the Elks. They are the 
Church. In the words of the Supreme 
Pontiff: “The faithful, and more pre- 
cisely the laity, are in the front line of 
the Chureh’s life. For them the Church 
is the vital principle of human society. 
Accordingly, they—especially they— 
must have an ever clearer sense not 
only of belonging to the Church, but 
of being the Church, the community of 
the faithful on earth under the guidance 
of the common head, the Pope, and of 
the Bishops in communion with him.” 


EVERLASTINGLY YOUNG CHURCH 


These same missionaries of the in- 
terior will listen with care to the direc- 
tives of the Holy Father concerning 
the mission of the Church in the world 
today. These directives will be the 
guiding stars of their apostolates. 

Thus, for example, the Pope said in 
ee: |. the true Christianity of 
today is not different from that of the 
The youth of the Chureh 


. 


is eternal, for the Church does not grow 


early ages. 


old, changing her age as she does ac- 
cording to the conditions of time while 
The centu- 
ries that she has passed through are 
but a day as the centuries that lie 
before her are but as a day. Her youth 
in the days of Caesar is the same that 
now speaks to us. The confidence in 
victory of the primitive Chureh drew 


she marches on to eternity. 
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its life, soundness and imperturbability 
from the words of the Master: ‘I have 
overcome the world’ (John 16, 33). 
“The Church of today cannot simply 
return to the primitive 
small initial flock. In her maturity, 
which is not old age, she holds her head 
high and maintains unchanged in her 
members the vigor of her youth. She 
remains necessarily what she was at 
her birth. Always the same, she does 
not change in her dogma or in her 


forms of the 


strength. She is impregnable, inde- 
structible, invincible. She is immova- 
ble, changeless, in the writ of her foun- 
dation, sealed with the Blood of the 
Son of God. Yet she moves, she takes 
new forms with the ages in which she 
goes forward, on her way progressing, 
yes, but not changing in her nature. 
For, as Vincent of Lerins so well puts 
it, the religious life of souls imitates 
that of bodies. Although in the course 
of their growth these increase in the 
number of their years, they still remain 
the same bodies that they were. 

“The Church is in a position to look 
back with worthy pride, and unafraid, 
on her past and on the almost two- 
thousand-year-old priceless treasure of 
her teaching and legislation. These 
have increased through the fuller de- 
velopment and clearer understanding of 
the deposit of truth committed to her, 
as well as through the effective 
strengthening and perfection of her in- 
ternal unity and the expansion of her 
liturgy, centered on the Sacrifice of the 
Mass and on the Sacraments, increased 
too by that leaven of the Christian 
spirit which more and more, as time 
passes, has come to enter into all forms 
and conditions of life.” 

TOWARD UNA GENS 

These missionaries of the interior 
know well, again in the words of Pope 
Pius XII, that “the Chureh, the Mysti- 


cal Body of Christ, is like the men who 
form it, a living organism, substantial, 
always equal to itself. Peter would 
recognize in the Catholic Church of 
the twentieth century that first society 
of believers to whom he spoke on the 
day of Pentecost. But the living body 
grows, develops itself toward maturity. 
The Mystical Body of Christ, like the 
physical members who compose it, does 
not live or move in the abstract, outside 
the ceaselessly changing conditions of 
time and place. It is not and cannot be 
segregated from the world which sur- 
rounds it. It is always of its century, 
advances with it day by day, always 
adapting its manner and its demeanor 
to that of the society in which it must 
operate. . 

From such faithful children of the 
Chureh will come that vast, militant 
army to restore order to a world in 
chaos and the dawn of a new day to a 
world that appears to be in the twilight 
of its life. These are the souls that 
have taken to heart the desire of Pope 
Pius XII expressed to the College of 
Cardinals in. 1946: 


Let us love the Church, this holy, 
lovable, strong Church, this truly 
supranational Chureh. ‘Let us make 
her loved by all peoples and all men. 
Let us be ourselves the stable founda- 
tion of society; may it become, in 
effect, the una gens, of which the 
great Bishop of Hippo speaks, one 
nation “because one faith, one hope, 
one charity, one expectation”; that, 
then, all those whom the grace of Our 
Lord has called to His Church, “out 
of every tribe and tongue, and people 
and nations,” may be conscious in 
this grave hour of their sacred duty 
to irradiate from their lively and ac- 
tive faith the spirit and love of 
Christ in human society; that, in 
turn, all peoples and men—near the 
Chureh or still far from it—may 
recognize that she is the salvation 
of God even to the farthest parts of 
the earth. 
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Some Holy Week Clarifications 


The Sacred Congregation of Rites has 
issued a declaration of general interest 
concerning the divine services con- 
ducted on the second Sunday in 
Passiontide (Palm Sunday) and dur- 
ing the last three days of Holy Week.! 
It sets forth the following provisions: 

In the restored Ordinal for Holy 
Week (Ordo Hebdomadae Sanctae) , be- 
sides the rubrics for the solemn cele- 
bration of the sacred rites, that is, with 
sacred ministers, rubrics are added for 
the simple celebration of these same 
rites, that is, without sacred ministers, 
in order that the celebration may be 
facilitated in all churches or public and 
semipublic oratories. 

But since certain doubts have arisen 
about this matter, the Sacred Congre- 
gation of Rites has declared and decreed 
as follows: 

1. In all churches and public and 
semipublie oratories, where there is a 
sufficient number of sacred ministers, 
the sacred ceremonies of the second 
Sunday in Passiontide (Palm Sunday), 
Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the 
Easter Vigil, can be celebrated in the 
solemn form (Instruction on the Ordo 
Hebdomadae Sanctae, n. 4). 


1 Acta Apostolicae Sedis, XXXXVIII, pp. 
153-154. 
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2. But in churches and in_ public 
and semipubliec oratories, where minis- 
ters are lacking, the simple rite can be 
used. However, to employ this simple 
rite, a sufficient number of servers is 
required, either clerics or at least altar 
boys. There must be at least three for 
Palm Sunday and Holy Thursday, and 
at least four for the celebration of the 
Good Friday services and for the Easter 


Vigil. Moreover, these servers must be 
diligently instructed with regard to 


whatever is to be performed by them 
(Instruction on the Ordo, n. 3). These 
two conditions: that there be a suffi- 
cient number of servers and that they 
be properly prepared, are absolutely 
requisite for the use of the simple rite. 
Bishops should take care that this two- 
fold condition, required for the simple 
rite, is exactly observed. 

3. Wherever the transfer and reposi- 
tion of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place on Holy Thursday, after the Mass 
in Cena Domini (even when in the 
simple form), it is strictly required that 
in the same church or oratory the after- 
noon liturgical service of Good Friday 
also be celebrated. 

4. If for whatever reason the Mass 
in Cena Domini cannot be had, even 
according to the simple rite, the Bishop 
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may allow—for pastoral reasons—the 
celebration of two low Masses in 
churches or public oratories, but only 
one low Mass in semipublic oratories 
(instruction on the Ordo, n. 17). The 
Decree accompanying the Ordo, where 
it treats the time for the celebration of 
such Masses (n. 7), must be observed. 

5. The Easter Vigil can be cele- 
brated even in churches or oratories 
where the functions for Holy Thursday 
and Good Friday did not take place. 
Also, this Vigil service can be omitted 
in churches or oratories where the func- 
tions of Thursday and Friday were held. 

6. The Bishop can permit priests 
who have the care of two or more 
parishes to binate on Holy Thursday for 
the Mass in Cena Domini; to repeat the 
liturgical service of Good Friday, and 
to binate for the Mass of the Easter 
Vigil. But this may not be done in 
the same parish, and whatever is re- 
quired by the Decree concerning the 
time of celebration (n. 7) must always 
be observed. 

This Declaratio of the S.C.R. con- 
cludes in the usual form, with the signa- 
ture and seal of the Cardinal Prefect. 


Test Tube Babies vs. 
the Moral Law 


The secular papers of the land re- 
cently gave considerable space to a 
papal allocution addressed to some 150 
conferees of the “Second World Con- 
gress on Fertility and Sterility” meet- 
ing in Naples. The Supreme Pontiff 
took the occasion to state firmly the 
mind of the Church on the morality of 
artificial insemination: it is a violation 
of the natural law. 

Taking cognizance of a growing tend- 
ency in many quarters to employ this 
method of achieving pregnancy, the 
Pope said that although sterility in 
marriage may indeed become a serious 


threat to the union and stability of a 
family, nevertheless the Church rejects 
any attempt to separate the biological 
activity of procreation from the per- 
sonal relations of the married couple. 
Conjugal sexual union is complete and 
licit only when it consists of organic 
functions performed in their due emo- 
tional context, and animated by a 
spiritual love. Pius XII explained, in 
effect, that it is never morally per- 
missible to separate these several as- 
pects of marital relationship in any way 
that excludes either the intention to 
procreate or the conjugal act itself. 

The Pope added, however, that the 
Church does not necessarily disapprove 
the use of certain artificial means 
uniquely aimed at either facilitating 
the natural act or helping the normally 
performed natural act to attain its pur- 
pose. 

Artificial insemination in the strict 
sense (as distinguished from the above- 
mentioned licit means) goes beyond the 
limits of the rights obtained by the hus- 
band and wife through the matrimonial 
contract. Such rights extend only to 
the exercise of the natural sexual ca- 
pacity in a normal matrimonial act. 
As a corollary to this basic principle, 
the Pontiff reminded his hearers that 
the Church considers any method of 
obtaining semen, outside marital inter- 
course, as gravely sinful. This prohi- 
bition is operative whether the purpose 
in securing the semen is for artificial 
fecundation or for clinical examination. 


RELEVANCE 


The present Holy Father has spoken 
previously with regard to the morality 
of artificial insemination: on Sep- 
tember 29, 1949, he addressed the 
Fourth International Convention of 
Catholic Physicians, and in compliance 
with their request, briefly stated the 
correct moral principles governing this 
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matter. At that time the Pope can- 
demned artificial insemination as 
“purely and simply immoral.” No di- 
versity of opinion among Catholics is 
possible on the point, declared the 
Sovereign Pontiff. He added that a 
child conceived in this way, outside of 
marriage, is illegitimate. 

So far as the essential morality of the 
situation is concerned, there is serious 
guilt involved whether the seed is ob- 
tained from one other than the husband 
(therefore adulterously), or whether it 
is obtained from the lawful husband 
himself outside of normal intercourse, 
and then deposited in the cervical canal. 
Said the Pope: “It is needless to re- 
mark that the active element (in gener- 
ation) can never be licitly procured by 
acts against nature.”’ 

For humans, artificial insemination is 
relatively a recent innovation, coming 
into prominence only within about the 
last twenty-five years. Dr. Gutt- 
macher, chief of obstetrics and gyne- 
cology at Mt. Sinai Hospital in New 
York City, told the press recently that 
it is “widely practiced” in the U. 8. 
While he did not estimate the number 
of test tube babies in this country, other 
sources place the number at perhaps 
20,000. 

Last summer the American Society 
for the Study of Sterility, taking a poll 
of its members, voted to approve arti- 
ficial insemination (‘therapeutic in- 
semination’’—as some of its proponents 
prefer to call it) as a “completely ethi- 
‘al, moral and desirable form of medi- 
cal therapy.” The organization repre- 
sents some five hundred M.D.’s special- 
izing in the problems of sterility. 

In 1954 a Chicago court held that a 
child born of artificial insemination is 
illegitimate if the seed donor is not the 
woman’s husband. The Supreme Court 


* Acta Apostolicae Sedis, XXXXI, pp. 559- 
561. 
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of New York ruled in 1947 that such a 
child was not illegitimate in a case 
where the husband (although not con- 
tributing to conception) assumed the 
role of foster or adopting father. 

It is interesting to note that Pope 
Pius XII in this more recent address re- 
ferred explicitly to a point also touched 
on in the earlier allocution. He stated 
that the Chureh does not necessarily 
disapprove of the use of “certain arti- 
ficial means” intended solely to help 
normal marital intercourse achieve its 
natural destiny of conception. 

Evidently the Pope is here speaking 
of what is called artificial insemination 
“in the broad sense.” Actually it is not 
artificial feeundation at all. Sometimes 
a physical condition, v.g., hyperacidity 
of the vagina, may constitute an ob- 
stacle to conception. In such a case 
the husband could complete marital 
intercourse in the usual manner, and 
immediately afterwards the semen is 
forced by means of a syringe farther 
into the wife’s genital tract. This seems 
to be entirely unobjectionable from any 
conceivable moral point of view, and 
the Pope finds no fault with it. 


The Living May Use the 
Eyes of the Dead 


International attention was drawn to 
a recent human interest story: an 
Italian priest, Don Carlo Gnocchi of 
Milan, bequeathed the corneas of his 
eyes to blind youngsters in an institu- 
tion he founded for war-maimed chil- 
dren. He helped even in death, for his 
deathbed legacy did aid a twelve-year- 
old boy to see again. 

Shortly after this, Pius XII ad- 
dressed a meeting of oculists in Rome. 
He made it clear that there is no moral 
objection to transplanting the corneas 
of the eyes of a deceased person to the 
ailing eyes of the living, provided that 
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such an arrangement does not violate 
the rights and sentiments of close rela- 
tives. Of itself, explained the Pontiff, 
such a removal is permissible. 

The Pope cautioned against building 
up false hopes that such a surgical pro- 
cedure can prove helpful on any large 
seale, at least at the present stage of 
knowledge among medical men. 


RELEVANCE 

Italian law has prohibited the re- 
moval of any tissue from a cadaver 
within the time limit in which corneas 
“an be successfully grafted. Probable 
repeal of this old law is now in the 
offing, and the Pope’s words may speed 
such repeal. 

A careful distinction must be noted 
with regard to this papal statement: 
the Holy Father made it abundantly 
evident that he did not wish to discuss 
the morality of transplanting corneas 
from the eyes of the living. Hence 
there is no final authoritative declara- 
tion on this question. Moralists from 
time to time discuss it. Some hold that 
it would be illicit mutilation to re- 
move a healthy eye from a living per- 
son in order to give it to another. They 
feel that no extrinsie good, v.g., charity 
or money, can justify a partial blinding. 
Others hold that the sacrifice of one 
eye might be permitted for a propor- 
tionately serious reason. Whatever 
arguments pro and con might be pos- 
sible where one eye is involved, the sur- 
render of both healthy eyes for some ex- 
trinsic good would seem surely to con- 
stitute a sinful mutilation. 

It will be interesting to see what the 
Pope determines in this matter, assum- 
ing that he deems it useful and neces- 
sary to give us the Church’s position on 
the point. 


The Pope’s Anniversaries 


The official account of the Roman 


celebrations accompanying the eightieth 
birthday of the Holy Father and the 
seventeenth anniversary of his election 
to the Chair of Peter, has reached us. 
One entire issue of the Acta is devoted 
to this august commemoration.’ 

One of the highlights of the celebra- 
tion was a solemn audience for the 
official diplomatic representatives of 
more than fifty of the world’s nations. 
The Pope acknowledged graciously the 
homages paid to him by the assembled 
dignitaries, and devoted his attention to 
a matter of singular dearness to his 
heart: peace among nations. The Su- 
preme Pontiff spoke in French. 

He reminded his audience that this 
age is often called “the epoch of the 
second technical revolution.” Despite 
this high-sounding title, the fact is that 
there is great anguish and economic 
and political insecurity among the 
world’s peoples. The promises of a 
technically perfect world have engen- 
dered deceptions. Social upsets, added 
the Pope, and a too materialistic ap- 
plication of the findings of science, have 
largely ruined the existing social order 
without replacing it by a better and 
more solid structure. 

To base the security of human life on 
the mere multiplication of material 
goods is to forget that man has a divine 
destiny in the spiritual order. The role 
of the Church consists in leading man- 
kind to respect the order of values in 
human affairs, and to subordinate mate- 
rial progress to the properly spiritual 
elements. 

In his pursuit of the blessings of 
abiding peace, man must recall that 
God has already shown wherein true 
concord can alone be found: in the 
well-beloved Son of God—‘For he is 
our peace... .” (Eph. 2, 14.) 


* Acta Apostolicae Sedis, XXXXVIII, n. 4. 
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St. Joseph, Worker 


The long-awaited Office and Mass 
In Solemnitate S. Ioseph Opificis, has 
been promulgated. By this time liturgi- 
‘al publishers have made copies of the 
texts available. 

The theme of the liturgical honoring 
of St. Joseph under this title is ex- 
pressed admirably in one of the anti- 
phons of First Vespers: “Artem fabri 
fideliter exercens sanctus Ioseph, laboris 
mirabile refulget exemplar, alleluja.” 

The Office has proper hymns, very 
simple and beautiful, and all the lessons 
of the three Nocturns are proper. The 
Mass is equally rich in devotional 
depth. The Gospel (Matthew 13, 54— 
58) carries the keynote of this Mass: 
“Nonne hic est fabri filius?” 

The decree of the S.C.R. accompany- 
ing the new Office and Mass states that 
all who follow the Roman rite are bound 
and that the feast is to be celebrated 
on May 1, with the rank of a duplex of 
the first class. The feast of Sts. Philip 
and James is transferred to May 11. 
The solemnity of St. Joseph, until now 
celebrated on Wednesday after the 
Second Sunday after Easter, is sup- 
pressed. The title “Patron of the Uni- 
versal Church,” hitherto annexed to 
that Solemnity, is hereafter to be proper 
to the principal feast on March 19. 


In the United States a special per- 
mission has been granted by the Holy 
See in connection with this feast of St. 
Joseph, Worker. In view of the fact 
that the first Monday in September is 
set aside in our country as a national 
holiday for workers, Labor Day, 
therefore on that day (September 3, 
this year) the external solemnity of the 
new feast may be celebrated with one 
high Mass and one low Mass, provided 
that a feast of the first class does not 
occur on that day. If a feast of the 
second class occurs, then only one high 
Mass is permitted, observing the rubrics 
for solemn votive Masses. 

This indult, given to the dioceses of 
the U. S., is valid for ten years from 
Feb. 25, 1956. The reason moving the 
Holy See to grant the institution of 
this new feast in the calendar of the 
Universal Church was explained by 
Pope Pius XII in an address to the In- 
ternational Federation of Christian 
Workers meeting in Milan. Said he: 
“As a gift filled with heavenly riches 
We established the liturgical feast of 
your patron—St. Joseph the lowly, 
silent, upright worker of Nazareth—so 
that henceforth he might be your spe- 
cial protector before God your safe- 
guard in life, your defense and protec- 
tion in the trials and travails of work.” 
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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 


A Good Family Man 


“And he himself believed, and his whole household” (John 4, 53). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Humility—the soil in which virtue 
grows. 

(2) “Help thou my unbelief.” 

(3) A good family man. 

(4) Conclusion: Let the rosary be a chain 
which binds a family to itself and to 
the Father. 


When the royal official of ‘today’s 
Gospel heard that Jesus had come from 
Judea into Galilee, he immediately went 
to Jesus. He did not send a courier. He 
went himself. Jesus was in his own 
country—and His countrymen were 
much inelined simply to write Him off 
as another unimportant Nazarene. 
This royal official was a big man, and 
because he was a big man, he was a 
humble man. The opinion of the people 
meant little to him. Not that he de- 


spised the people. It was simply that 
with this royal official the truth was 
much more important than what people 
thought. This is humility: a recogni- 
tion of the truth. The man didn’t deny 
that he was a royal official—he recog- 
nized that royal officials are subject to 
God. He recognized his own limita- 
tions: he could not help his son. But 
there was one who could: Jesus of 
Nazareth. And, so, with great simplic- 
ity and alacrity, the royal official went 
to Jesus and besought him to heal his 





son. 

Humility is the only soil in which 
any virtue can grow. God’s grace can 
work only in a humble soul. Funda- 
mentally, humility is the sincere recog- 
nition of our total dependence upon 
God. Only when one has this basic 
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attitude can he believe in God; only 
then can he respect and love his fellow 
man. It was a humble man who went 
to Jesus to beseech him to heal his son. 
Because he was humble, he could be a 
man of faith. Far from degrading his 
position as a royal official, the humility 
and the faith of this man enhanced his 
position. There were countless royal 
officials in Palestine in the time of 
Christ, but because of his humility, this 
man lives in history. 


“HELP THOU MY UNBELIEF” 


Faith made him leave home. Had he 
not believed in the power of Christ, this 
man would never have gone to Christ. 
Yet, something was lacking in his faith: 
he still thought that Christ’s physical 
presence was necessary to rescue his son 
from death. Therefore he begged 
Christ, “Sir, come down before the child 
dies.”” In effect, this man was praying 
with the saints of later years: ‘Lord, 
I believe, help thou my unbelief.” In 
the simple Gospel story we can see the 
faith of this man grow. “Jesus said to 
him, ‘Go thy way, thy son lives.’” And 
the man believed the word of Jesus. 

The surest way to obtain an increase 
of God’s gifts is to use the gifts He has 
already given us. Faith is a gift of 
God. The very ability to believe all 
that God has taught is God working in 
us. By faith God reaches down and 
takes hold of the mind of man. At the 
same time, by faith man takes his mind, 
the finest of God’s natural gifts, and 
consecrates it to God. Man immolates 
his mind to God by faith, and in the 
very act of this immolation God resur- 
rects, vivifies and projects the mind of 
man to embrace the new horizons of all 
that God has taught us. 


FULLNESS OF FATHERHOOD 


It was the father’s love for his son 
that took him to Jesus. This man’s son 


1028 


and his servants loved and admired 
him. The son and the servants had 
not seen Jesus. They saw their father 
and master who had spoken with Christ. 
God used this father as an instrument 
of grace and faith. He was a good 
father and a good superior. He sought 
Christ; he talked to Christ; he believed 
in Christ and, therefore, his whole 
household believed. 

There are many lessons that the royal 
official of today’s Gospel can teach the 
fathers of today. Men, you who are 
fathers of families; you, too, are royal 
officials! The one title that God shares 
with His creatures is the title of 
“father.” We must never forget that 
all fatherhood is from God. If you and 
I are called “father,” it is only in the 
sense of our complete dependence upon 
God. Humility should be the hallmark 
of every man who is called by the name 
“father,” whether it be the priest or the 
head of the home. 

Only the man who is humble before 
his God can bear the sacred name of 
“father” in a way that will lift up the 
hearts of his children to a love of their 
Father in heaven. This humility will 
prepare a man to be a man of faith. All 
too frequently the father is simply a 
spiritual appendage to the family. In 
the things that really count, the mother 
carries all the burden. Such a state of 
affairs is a mockery of fatherhood in 
the full and proper sense of the word. 
The father should be the form and 
model of the spiritual life of his chil- 
dren. The father should seek Jesus, 
should talk to Him, should implore Him 
to come and heal his sons. The living 
faith of the father should be the rally- 
ing point of the family’s spiritual life. 

Men, today is the Feast of the Most 
Holy Rosary. When was the last time 
you said the rosary with your family? 
Do you have rosary beads in your 
pocket now? Have your children ever 
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If the 
answer to these questions is an honest 


seen you on your knees at home? 


‘“no’’—then today is the day to do some- 
thing about it. Get yourself a rosary 
that will be your very own—one that 
immediately recognized as 


Then learn how to 


will be 
“Daddy’s rosary.” 


say it, how to lead it. Then you give 


“Children, we are going to 
say the family rosary tonight.”” It may 
surprise you to find that this will take 
a great act of humility. But of that 
humility a new and livelier faith will 
a faith that will bind your 
family together. 


the word: 


be born: 


Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 


Freedom and True Contrition 


“Shouldst not thou also have pity on thy fellow-servant, even as I had pity on 


thee?” 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Moment of rebirth. 
(2) Freedom: its use and abuse. 
(3) The logic of sanctity. 


(4) The logic of forgiveness. 


In the parable of the wicked servant 
Christ lays bare the human soul in the 
act of asking God’s forgiveness. He 
gives an unforgettable commentary on 
the prayer He taught us to say: “and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.” Let us 
examine this moment of man’s contri- 
tion in the broader context of man’s 
spiritual life. We shall trace briefly the 
cycle of man’s spiritual life from origi- 
nal sin to sanctifying grace, through 
temptation and actual sin. Then we 
shall examine contrition as the act of 
man returning to God. 

One of the most mysterious moments 
in the life of a Christian is the moment 
of Baptism. The child is born again. 
First the infant is simply a marvel of 
the natural order: a complex, helpless 
little creature composed of body and 
soul. Then the priest pours the waters 
of baptism and says, “I baptize thee in 
the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost.” Instantly the 
child becomes a child of God. Sanctify- 


ing grace fills its soul. It receives the 


(Matt. 18, 33). 


right to heaven which was earned for it 
by Christ upon the cross. It becomes 
capable of perfect happiness, the happi- 
ness of seeing and loving and possessing 
God in the beatific vision. The parents 
thank the priest and take the baby 
home, secure and happy in the thought 
that now, if the child should die, it wiil 
be only to change the home of earth for 
the home of heaven. 

The years pass—five or six or seven. 
Then comes what is, perhaps, the second 
most mysterious moment in the life o/ 
the awakening of the light of 

During the child’s first years it 
cannot lose the grace of God; it is not 
responsible for its actions. The child 
grows until one day it can distinguish 
For the first time the 
From now on 


man: 
reason. 


right from wrong. 
child is actually free. 
this child must render an account to 
God for its every deliberate thought and 
word and deed. With ever-increasing 
personal responsibility the child now 
uses its freedom, that unique quality in 
man that sets him above all God’s other 
creatures. The child is now capable of 
actual sin. 
FREEDOM: ITS USE AND ABUSE 


Quite simply, sin is an abuse of free- 


dom. The use that the child makes of 
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its freedom is affected by many things. 
These things make the proper use of 
freedom easy or difficult. The habits 
formed in infancy are a factor. The 
instruction of the child’s mind plays an 
important part. Companions and en- 
viroment have their effect. The ex- 
ample of the parents is of utmost 
importance. Chiefly there is the in- 
fluence of God’s grace, prompting, en- 
couraging, urging, rebuking the child. 
Without this grace the child can do 
nothing that is pleasing to God. 

The known will of God is the child’s 
measure of what is right. The child 
learns God’s will from its conscience 
rooted in the unwritten natural law. 
The child’s conscience is further formed 
by the admonitions of the parents and 
by the things it learns in Church and 
at school. All these influences should 
be on the side of what is good and right 
and pleasing to God. But there will 
also be influences in the other direction. 
The world, the flesh and the devil will 
urge the child to depart from what is 
good and right. This is temptation. 
It is here that the child must choose, 
must use its freedom. When the child 
freely chooses what it knows to be 
wrong, the child has sinned. The mo- 
ment of a person’s first mortal sin is, 
without doubt, the saddest moment in 
his life. The right to heaven is lost; 
sanctifying grace is gone; the child is 
separated from God. Now, for the first 
time the child really needs to say, “Oh 
my God I am heartily sorry for having 
offended Thee .. .” 

Just as sin is an abuse of freedom, a 
turning away from God, so contrition is 
a turning away from sin and a turning 
back to God. Contrition, like sin, is 
necessarily an act of the free will of 
man. You cannot force a person to be 
sorry. 

In the doctrine of Christ there is a 
strict logic about sanctity and sinning. 
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There is an equally strict logic about 
contrition and obtaining forgiveness. 
The logie of sanctity and sinning is 
this: We either love God or we do not 
love Him: “He that is not with me is 
against me.” Now to love God is to do 
His will: “If you love me, keep my 
commandments,’—and all the com- 
mandments of God are summarized by 
Christ in the two great commandments: 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God... 
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
This is the logic of love . . . and it is 
pushed to the very last conclusion: “If 
any man say ‘I love God’ and hate his 
brother, he is a liar,’ (1 John 4, 20). 
To sin is simply to deviate from love— 
from the love of neighbor or the love of 
God. God is love. To be like God, we, 
too, must love. The moment love fails 
we cease to be like God and we are 
separated from Him by sin. Our love of 
God is measured by our love for our fel- 
low man. 





THE LOGIC OF FORGIVENESS 


And now the final point: the logic of 
forgiveness. There is no sin that God 
will not forgive, except the sin of refus- 
ing God’s forgiveness. God grants for- 
giveness to those who ask for it in the 
proper way, with the right dispositions. 
Christ said, “I have come to seek and to 
save that which was lost.” To effect 
this forgiveness he gave us the Sacra- 
ment of Penance which renews in us the 
gifts of Baptism. But no sin can be for- 
given unless a man is sorry for it. If he 
is not sorry, he does not turn away from 
sin; he does not turn back to God. 

We saw, when we examined the logic 
of love, that it is impossible to love God 
without loving one’s fellow man. There 
is a similar logic about forgiveness. 
God forgives us who have offended 
Him. He wants us to be like God in 
forgiveness as in love. He requires that 
we, too, forgive those who have offended 
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us. This is the lesson of the Our Father. 
This is the lesson of the wicked serv- 
ant of this morning’s Gospel. This is 
the question Christ asks us: “Shouldst 
not thou also have pity on thy fellow- 
servant, even as I had pity on thee?” 
Our hearts must be filled with forgive- 
ness before we can obtain forgiveness. 


Christ teaches me that I must forgive 
all who have offended me. Only then 
am I truly sorry for my sins because 
only then do I love God and my fellow 
man. When I forgive my fellow man, I 
love him; when I love him, I love God; 
then I can say with confidence: “Oh 
my God, I am heartily sorry = 


Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 


Catholics Necessarily Patriotic 


“But Jesus, knowing their wickedness, said ‘Why do you test me, you hypocrites?’ ” 
(Matt. 22, 18,. 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Motive characterizes the act. 
(2) Deliberate illogic of His adversaries. 


(3) Good Catholics are necessarily patriotic. 


In this morning’s Gospel we see the 
Pharisees plotting to entrap Jesus. The 
Pharisees made the plans, but they 
themselves did not approach Christ. 
They sent their disciples and the Hero- 
dians to be their agents. The approach 
was a combination of sarcasm and flat- 
tery. Christ’s reaction was immediate 
and direct. He was infinitely patient 
with the weak and the confused, such as 
Nicodemus, Magdalene and Pilate. He 
wasted no time, however, in dealing 
with those who were insincere—the 
schemers and the plotters. Jesus’ eyes 
flashed with anger and, knowing their 
wickedness, He said to them: “Why 
do you test me, you hypocrites?” 


MOTIVE CHARACTERIZES ACTION 


The basie sin of the Pharisees in this 
case was that of insincerity. Their in- 
sincerity manifested itself in many 
ways. Let us make an analysis of 
their minds and actions and see how 
insincerity is opposed to everything for 
which Christ and Catholicism stand. 


Insincerity is a subtle thing. None of 
us is immune to its encroachments. 

In the first place, the insincerity of 
the Pharisees is evident in their motive. 
They were out to betray Jesus in His 
speech. In the eyes of God motive is 
everything, for motive gives character 
and value to every action we perform. 
If the motive is supernatural, we per- 
form a supernatural act that merits an 
eternal reward; if the motive is purely 
natural, the only act is simply a natural 
act that does nothing to increase sancti- 
fying grace in our souls. If the motive 
is good, the action is precious in the eyes 
of God, no matter how far short the ac- 
tion falls from success. On the other 
hand, if the motive is perverted, the ac- 
tion is evil no matter how good and 
gracious it may appear. This business 
of motive is most important in our 
spiritual lives. 

It is an easy thing to deceive our- 
selves with regard to our own motiva- 
tion. This is a point concerning which 
we should constantly examine our con- 
sciences. If we sincerely love God and 
love our neighbor, the glory of God and 
the good of our fellow man will always 
motivate our actions. A person who 
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loves God and his neighbor will love 
the truth. He will be a man of integrity 
and sincerity. To be a man of integrity 
and sincerity simply means to be a man 
whose motives and actions are in agree- 
ment. A man of integrity is what he 
seems to be. The basic sin of the 
Pharisees was that they tried to appear 
to be something that they were not. 
This is why Christ called them 
hypocrites. 


DELIBERATE ILLOGIC OF 
HIS ADVERSARIES 


The second weakness of the Pharisees 
apparent in this morning’s Gospel is 
their cowardice. They did not on this 
occasion dare to confront Christ them- 
selves. They sent their agents. It was 
easy for the Pharisees to plot against 
Christ as long as they did not have to 
face Him. It was easy also for their 
disciples to face Jesus, so long as they 
could feel that the plans and arguments 
and responsibility belonged to the 
Pharisees. Both were deceiving them- 
selves; both were cowards. An upright 
man, a man of integrity, a true Catho- 
lic will not salve his conscience by using 
others as the instruments of his dis- 
honesty. The man who plans a deed 
and gives the orders is just as responsi- 
ble before God as the man who carries 
them out. 

The Pharisees showed another facet 
of their insincerity in their sarcasm. 
They told their disciples to say to 
Jesus: “Master, we know that thou 
are truthful, and that thou teachest the 
way of God in truth...” They did not 
mean a word of it. They meant just 
the opposite. This is bitter sarcasm in 
its rankest form. Sarcasm is an ugly 
word that describes an ugly mind and 
heart. Nothing could be more opposed 
to the simplicity and frankness of 
Christ. Sarcasm is bad enough when it 
is used by an enemy; it is far worse 
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when it is used by those who answer to 
the name of friend. When we see 
Christ in this morning’s Gospel suffering 
the indignity of the sarcasm of the 
Pharisees, it should prompt us to put 
sareasm forever out of our lives. 

Finally the thrust came: “Is it law- 
ful to give tribute to Caesar or not?” 
The Pharisees hated Caesar. They did 
not think that Christ could answer their 
question. They thought He would hurt 
himself with the people no matter what 
He said. In so thinking and acting, 
Christ’s adversaries in this Gospel set a 
pattern that has been used in every age 
against Christ’s Church. The real is- 
sues at stake were: 1. Was Christ 
sent into the world by God the Father? 
2. Did Christ speak with the authority 
of God? 3. Was Christ the Son of God? 
The sanctity of Christ’s life and the 
miracles He pe formed constituted a 
clear answer to these questions. How- 
ever, the Pharisees did not ask the 
questions that really counted. They 
avoided the fundamental issues. What 
they really wanted to do was to embar- 
rass Christ. And they began with sar- 
casm and flattery. 


LOYALTY TO CHURCH 
IMPLIES PATRIOTISM 


We see the same thing in current 
attacks upon the Church. The attack 
begins with the unctious assurance that 
the writer has many Catholic friends. 
Then the people of America are told 
that the Catholie Church is the enemy 
of liberty, that the promises that are 
required before a mixed marriage are 
tryannical, that the power of the 
Catholic Chureh threatens American 
freedom. The questions that really 
should be asked are: 1. Did Christ es- 
tablish one, true, identifiable Church? 
2. Does the Catholie Church have the 
characteristics that Christ said His 
Church would have? 3. Is the Catholic 
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Chureh the true Church of Jesus 
Christ? The New Testament, the his- 
tory of Christianity, an examination of 
the life of the Catholie Chureh in the 
world today, all give clear answers to 
these questions. However, these are 
the questions that the modern enemies 
of the Church want to avoid. We 
should not be thrown off the point. If 
there must be religious controversy we 
should insist that it be on religious 
grounds. Logic, sincerity and common 
sense demand this. The modern ene- 
mies of Christ’s Church, especially in 
America, are constantly harping on the 
theme that a good Catholic cannot be a 


good American. We have spilled our 
blood in every war of this nation. One 
will search in vain for a Catholic name 
in the History of treason against Amer- 
ica. We love our Church; we love our 
country; we will gladly die for either. 
Our answer is as old as the question 
that provoked it; ““Render, therefore, to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s.”’ 

There are many lessons for us in this 
morning’s Gospel, but they can be boiled 
down to this: be honest, be sincere, be 
genuine, be a man of courage, of frank- 
ness and of truth. Only thus can you be 
a real Catholic, a real American. 


Feast of Christ the King 


Loyalty of Mind 


“At that time Pilate said to Jesus: 


answered, ‘Dost thou say this of thyself, or have others told thee of me: 


‘Art thou the king of the Jews?’ Jesus 


99 99 


(John 18; 33, 34) 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Pilate’s conversation with Jesus. 
(2) Pilate lacked the courage of conviction. 
(3) How strong is our own loyalty to Christ 
the King. 


When dawn broke upon the first 
Good Friday morning, a crowd had al- 
ready mustered outside the gates of 
Pilate’s palace in Jerusalem. Christ 
stood silent in the midst of the mob. 
His hands were bound before Him. 
His eyes were cast down. His face was 
drawn. The blood stains of Gethsemani 
and the spittle of the Sanhedrin trial 
were upon Him. He was tired to the 
bone, yet He stood erect, strong, quiet 
and prayerful in the crowd whose full 
anger had not yet been aroused against 
Him. The prisoner was every inch a 
king. The gates were opened. The mob 
moved in, pushing Jesus to the front 
ranks. The Roman governor emerged 


briefly upon the baleony and gestured 
to the temple leaders to come into the 
hall with their prisoner for a hearing. 
Pilate knew the invitation would be 
declined—and it was. The leaders of 
the temple refused, because to enter into 
the hall of the pagan governor would 
defile them. All they wanted was the 
formality of a death penalty. Pilate 
was a patient man. He went out to 
them. One look at Jesus made a pro- 
found impression on him. The mob was 


still not well organized. Confusion 
reigned in the courtyard. Someone 


shouted something about Christ’s claim 
to be a king. This was the first sensible 
thing that Pilate had heard. His curi- 
Osity was aroused, for it could well be 
that this man of such evident strength 
and dignity was a king in disguise. 
Pilate decided to inquire more closely. 
He left the mob in the courtyard and 
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summoned Christ to come into the hall. 


PILATE LACKED THE 
COURAGE OF CONVICTION 


This was a private meeting, a myste- 
rious conversation. Pilate was strug- 
gling with himself: “Art Thou the king 
of the Jews?” With infinite pity Christ 
looked at the man. In many ways he 
was a good man. Most men in his po- 
sition were hardened and cruel. Pilate 
was not cruel; but he was weak. He did 
not have the courage of his convictions. 
He feared to lose favor with the Jews 
even though he despised them. Christ 
saw this goodness along with weakness 
of Pilate. He knew that this weakness 
would bring about His death. Christ 
pitied Pilate in spite of this. Pilate, as 
Judas and Peter before him, would be 
given an opportunity, in the privacy of 
this conversation, to express his faith 
in Christ. Jesus answered: “Dost thou 
say this of thyself, or have others told 
thee of me?” This was Pilate’s mo- 
ment: God’s grace was striving for en- 
trance into his soul. The soul of man, 
however, can be opened only from the 
inside. Pilate hesitated: “Am I a Jew?” 
he asked. Almost gently he added: 
“Thy own people and the chief priests 
have delivered thee to me. What hast 
Thou done?” Again he returned to his 
original question: “Thou art then a 
king?” Jesus answered him directly: 
“Thou sayest it; I am a king!” 

These words of Christ were to haunt 
Pilate to his dying day. Pilate did not 
acknowledge the Kingship of Christ 
with all his heart and mind and there- 
fore, he did not have the courage to 
give to Christ the loyalty that Christ’s 
kingship demanded. 


HOW STRONG IS OUR OWN 
LOYALTY TO CHRIST? 


Dearly beloved, today is the feast of 
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Christ the King. What does the King- 
ship of Christ mean to you? It should 
mean that you acknowledge Christ’s 
absolute dominion and rule over you. 
Christ is entitled to rule over us be- 
cause He created us. “All things were 
made through Him and without Him 
was made nothing that has been made.” 
Christ is entitled to rule over us be- 
cause, at every moment of our lives, He 
sustains us in being. Christ is entitled 
to rule over us because He died for us 
upon the cross and bought us with the 
price of His blood. Christ is entitled 
to rule over us because it is Christ who 
will one day judge us. Christ is our 
King because He created us, He sus- 
tains us, He saved us and because He 
will judge us. And now the point is, 
dearly beloved, do we really mean it 
when we call Christ our King—or are 
we simply repeating a phrase that we 
have heard? 

The test is simple enough. Our 
loyalty to Christ the King involves 
loyalty of the mind. We give Christ 
our King loyalty of the mind by an 
absolute and unwavering faith in all 
that He has taught. This loyalty of 
mind to Christ our King involves also 
the outward profession of our Faith. 
Something is definitely lacking in our 
loyalty to Christ our King when we 
fail to make an external profession of 
our Catholic faith when the circum- 
stances demand it. And finally our 
general moral conduct is a criterion of 
our loyalty to Christ the King. He 
has told us: “If you love Me, keep my 
commandments.” The life of every 
Christian should be a constant con- 
versation with Christ. Christ asks 
each one of us every day we live the 
same question that He asked Pontius 
Pilate on that first Good Friday morn- 
ing: “Dost thou say this of thyself, or 
is it only that others have told thee of 
Me?” 











School Administration 


Centers in the Child 


By RIGHT REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litt.D., LL.D. 


Ze Administrative Manual’ for 
the Elementary Schools of the archdio- 
cese of New York speaks very strongly 
in favor of entrusting the responsibility 
of conducting the parochial school to the 
capable official who is its principal. The 
principal will receive direction and 
assistance in various forms from the 
pastor under whose authority he func- 
tions. In the very nature of the rela- 
tionship between them it is necessary 
for the pastor to give specific assistance 
in the matter of finance. 


THE PASTOR AND THE 
SCHOOL BUDGET 


In the interest of sound administra- 
tion there must be a school budget. The 
Manual specifies that the principal 
should devise a budget for each year. 
The prinecipal’s budget has no concern 
with such items as capital outlay, main- 
tenance, or salaries. “It should, how- 
ever, provide for the cost of textbooks, 
office maintenance, clerical assistance, 
and other related items that a principal 
knows must be provided for during a 
school year.” The Manual notes that 
the submitting of a budget to the pastor 
for his approval has a double advan- 
tage. It enables the pastor to foresee 
the probable cost of operating his school 
over a given year; additionally, it gives 

' Administrative Manual for the Elementary 
Schools, Archdiocese of New York, 1956 


(Superintendent of Schools, 31 E. Fiftieth St., 
New York 22, N. Y.) 


the principal freedom to plan his pro- 
gram within the set financial limits. 
The schools of the archdiocese of New 
York, as of many other dioceses of the 
United States, are tuition free. Every 
Catholic takes pardonable pride in the 
ability of the parochial school to func- 
tion as a free school. The Manual ob- 
serves that this freedom from tuition is 
a tradition in the archdiocese. It is set 
by statute that “children of the parish 
have the right to attend their proper 








Monsignor Campbell, editor of The 
Catholic Educator, herewith completes his 
twenty-eighth year as a regular monthly 
contributor to these pages. 





parochial school without charge. Any 
exception to this regulation must be 
authorized by the Ordinary.” The free- 
will offerings of all the people of the 
parish make it possible for all the 
children of the parish to attend the 
parish school without paying tuition. 
“When a school is able to accept the 
children of non-parishioners, it is only 
proper to expect, that something in tui- 
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PACKER's ©& 


CHARM SOAP 


YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO 


VISIT OUR NEW DISPLAY ROOM AND 
SALES OFFICE, WHERE A COMPLETE 
LINE OF SUMMIT APPOINTMENTS 
ARE BEING SHOWN—ROOM 840 
WOOLWORTH BLDG., 233 BROADWAY, 


NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 


SUMMIT STUDIOS 


Designers and Craftsmen of Ecclesiastical Art Metal 
Display Room and Sales Office: Rm. 840 Woolworth Bldg. 


233 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 7 
Telephone: WOrth 4-5793 


PROFIT PLAN Gee Ge 100% PROFIT! 


Many schools need extra money for uniforms, 
proms and dozens of other activities not included 
in the school budget. Now, Packers, famous for 
more than 87 years for fine soap products, offers 
the Packer’s Charm Soap Profit Plan to help raise 
the money your school may need. 

All you do is order a supply of Packer’s Charm 
Soap at 50¢ for each 4-bar box. You sell it for 
$1.00 each box and your school nets 100% profit 
on every sale. 

Packer’s Charm Soap is easy to sell because it 
is known and accepted the world over. It is 
gentle, mild, fragrant . . . contains Hexachloro- 
phene, the miracle ingredient that protects against 
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perspiration odors. Charm lathers profusely, lasts 
longer, will not readily jell in the soap dish. . . 
and has a fresh, clean, pleasing aroma that appeals 
to everyone. 
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tion be charged.” Diocesan regulations 
direct pastors with vacant places in 
their parochial schools to accommodate 
children of neighboring parishes of the 
archdiocese in which parochial schools 
are overcrowded or do not exist. ‘The 
financial arrangement regarding this 
situation will be mutually determined 
by the pastors concerned, after consul- 
tation with the Chancellor.” 
Book-rental is a common practice in 
many dioceses. Many pastors feel that 
a rental for books does not put too 
ereat a burden upon the individual 
parent and has the added effect of 
prompting pupils to take excellent care 
of their textbooks. The Manual states 
simply that the custom of charging for 
the use of textbooks has merit. Pastors 
making use of this plan should not allow 
the annual fee for book-rental to exceed 
five dollars per child. Some adjustment 
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may need to be made in the case of 
families having several children in the 
school. Further direction is given by 
the Manual that the income derived 
from this program should be used to 
purchase new textbooks as needed, sup- 
plementary teaching aids and other 
materials essential to the instructional 
program, and to provide supplies for 
economically underprivileged pupils. If 
for any reason the parent desires to 
have his child own the textbooks he is 
using, the school can effect such a trans- 
action. 


NORMS GOVERNING APPLICATION 
FOR ADMISSION 


In introducing a section of Special 
Administrative Procedures, the Manual 
turns its attention first to the pupils. 
“The heart of the parochial school is 
the children enrolled there.” They give 
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the program life, and the salvation of 
their souls is the supreme law in the 
entire operation of the school. 

The superintendent of schools will 
designate certain days, usually about 
the middle of the second term, for the 
registration of children for admission to 
the Kindergarten and Grade Il. Appro- 
priate pulpit announcements on the two 
Sundays prior to the registration dates 
will alert parents with children eligible 
for admission. Detailed directions 
guide the principal in registering these 
pupils who come for the first time to 
school. Proper identification of the 
child is necessary and a copy of his 
baptismal record will suffice as proof of 
date of birth. The applications are filed 
and in due time the children to be ac- 
commodated will be determined through 
an official priority schedule, and the 
parents will be notified, at least ten 
days before the school year ends, re- 
garding the exact status of their child. 
A waiting list enables the principal to 
accept other children as soon as vacan- 
cies occur, but the parents of all on the 
waiting list are advised to reapply the 
following year in the event that ad- 
mission does not take place. This regu- 
lation reflects the overcrowding of avail- 
able school space that is common today 
in the Catholie school system. 

The New York schools give first pri- 
ority to children of parishioners and 
non-parishioners who will repeat Grade 
I; second priority to children of parish- 
ioners and non-parishioners currently in 
Kindergarten in the school; third pri- 
orities to children of parishioners who 
will be at least five years, nine months 
old by the first day of the following 
September; fourth priority to children 
of non-parishioners who will be at least 
five years, nine months by the first day 
of the following September and who 
have brothers or sisters already in at- 
tendance in. the school; and fifth pri- 


LOSS, 


ority to children of non-parishioners 
who will be at least five years, nine 
months old by the first day of the fol- 
lowing September. This system of pri- 
orities reflects the zeal of school ad- 
ministrators to enroll every eligible 


child. 


REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 


In certain districts outside New York 
City, public schools admit children 
younger than five years, nine months to 
Grade I; the parochial schools are 
allowed under these circumstances to 
admit children as young as five years, 
six months to Grade I. Special care in 
registration will enable attendance 
authorities to keep an accurate account 
of all children; for this reason, previous 
attendance at other schools or Kinder- 
gartens is to be carefully noted. The 
total registration of each available 
classroom should not exceed fifty-five 
pupils. Under no circumstances are 
more than forty-five pupils to be ad- 
mitted for each Kindergarten room 
available. The capacity of upper grade 
classrooms is a factor in determining 
the number that can be placed in a 
Kindergarten or first grade room. The 
half-day sessions common in Kinder- 
gartens create another difficulty. “If 
the Kindergarten group is divided into 
morning and afternoon sessions, the 
principal must be certain that at least 
two classrooms will be available the 
following year to accommodate two first 
grades on a full day basis.” 

The system of priorities described 
above is applicable in admitting pupils 
for Kindergarten. In general, children 
of parishioners are to be given consider- 
ation over children of non-parishioners. 
In all these matters, consultation with 
the pastor is necessary, for school 
policies have a bearing on the total wel- 
fare of the parish. Parents must con- 
form, with. all the regulations of the 
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health authorities with regard to school 
applicants. The literature pertaining 
to school admissions is available to 
principals; they should present it to 
parents. The Manual recommends a 
pamphlet entitled School Days as most 
helpful in this regard. In accepting 
children as pupils in the upper grades 
the principal will be careful to make a 
record of the date of application and of 
the schools previously attended by the 
applicant. The usual identification in- 
formation is also a part of each appli- 
cant’s record. Preference is given to 
the children of parishioners; if room is 
still available, the children of non- 
parishioners should be accommodated 
at the same time. 


ATTENDANCE REGULATIONS 


Accurate recording of the attendance 
of pupils has become a great factor in 
school administration. All religious and 
private schools must conform with the 
attendance regulations of the State in 
which they are located. “The Educa- 
tion Law of New York State requires 
that every child between the ages of 
seven and sixteen be in attendance at 
an approved school. In New York 
City minors who are not employed must 
attend school on a full time basis until 
they have reached their seventeenth 
birthday. The law also requires that 
schools be in session not less than one 
hundred ninety days each year.” The 
parochial schools of the archdiocese of 
New York observe an official school 
calendar prepared by the Superintend- 
ent’s Office. This calendar is developed 
in conformity with the regulations of 
the State Education Law and every 
school must adhere to it. Any deviation 
requires the permission of the Superin- 
tendent of Schools. 

Every teacher must keep a daily reec- 
ord of pupil attendance in the approved 
attendance register, supplied by the 
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Bureau of Attendance through the 
Superintendent’s Office. Outside New 
York City these registers are obtainable 
from the local public school authorities. 
In emergency, suburban schools may 
apply to the Superintendent’s Office for 
the registers needed. 
guided in their work of keeping attend- 
ance registers by the adequate direc- 
tions contained in the registers. In 
addition every school receives a memo- 
randum, “Attendance Regulations,” 
from the Superintendent’s Office at the 
beginning of each school year. The 
distribution of report cards is called for 
on the final day of each quarter, as 


Teachers are 


indicated in the attendance register. 
Minute directions guide teachers and 
principals in their compliance with the 
requirements of the Bureau of Attend- 
ance. Forms are provided for reporting 
unexcused absences, and New York City 
provides a form for a follow-up of a 
child unaccountably absent. In cases 
of excused absence, the absent days may 
be included on the record card, but they 
are not included in the total given in 
the attendance register. No penalty is 
inflicted upon a child who is absent 
because of illness or a visit to the doctor. 
The sick child’s prolonged absence is 
never to be regarded as a suspension. 
It is common procedure to excuse chil- 
dren during school hours to visit a clinic 
or a doctor’s office when called upon. 


PRINCIPAL’S REPORT ON 
THE SCHOOL 


Principals are warned to exercise 
caution before releasing a child in any 
emergency. When an unknown messen- 
ger calls for the release of a child be- 
cause of a home emergency, it is best 
to get in touch with the home and verify 
the nature of the cause and the trust- 
worthiness of the messenger. If any 
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uncertainty remains the principal should 
ask the police to investigate before re- 
leasing the child. Extreme care is also 
to be exercised in using pupils as mes- 
sengers during school hours. The Man- 
ual calls for parental consent in writing 
before a child is asked to go on any 
errand. 

In the semiannual census, principals 
are required to submit a complete report 
on enrollment, staff, school services, ete. 
The New York census form lists infor- 
mation on the principal, teachers, and 
luncheon and custodial workers; the 
class organization of the school; health 
and welfare service; school activities. 
The names and certification of special 
staff members are given together with 
the subjects presented by them. The 
form lists six subjects: Art, Music, 
Speech, Physical Education, Audio Vis- 
ual Aids, and Health Counselling. 
Space is provided for other special sub- 
jects that may be added. An account is 
kept of the approximate number of 
hours spent weekly in the school by the 
nurse, the physician, the dentist, the 
dental hygienist, and other staff mem- 
bers that contribute to the preservation 
of the health of the pupils. 


The semiannual census form also pre- 
sents a full summary of the information 
contained in the class registers, and 
supplies the names of the faculty to- 
gether with the certification of each 
member. When this form is properly 
filled out, with the statistics verified by 
the principal, it presents a very com- 
plete picture of the school and _ its 
services. 

“At times,” we read in the Manual, 
“principals in our schools will be asked 
to provide data on enrollments to public 
school authorities for child accounting 
purposes. Cooperation in this matter is 
advisable when the requests are made 
by the proper responsible officials.” 
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EXTRA-SCHOOL EDUCATORS 


The Catholic school invariably calls 
upon certain of its pupils to serve at 
the altar. This service is needed for the 
dignified conduct of the Sacred Liturgy. 
Other boys or girls will be picked to 
serve as choir members. The principal 
of the school can apportion these calls 
for service in such a manner as to cause 
a minimum of disturbance in the school 
life of the pupils. While seeking to 
render every assistance, principals and 
teachers will be sensitive to any hazard 
to the school progress of their pupils. 
The Manual suggests that a definite 
plan be worked out with the priest 
director of these matters in such a way 
as to distribute the hours of out-of- 
school service over a great number of 
pupils. If possible, pupils of the eighth 
grade should be excused from such serv- 
ice during school hours. The prudence 
of the principal will preclude the pos- 
sibility of any abuse, of any hazard to 
the school progress of an individual or 
a group. 

We wish the parent to retain his in- 
terest in scholastic progress. A mecha- 
nism to achieve this is the periodic re- 
port on academic achievement. This 
record of the child’s progress stimu- 
lates the pupil to better effort and gives 
satisfaction to parents. Even the vague 
and informal report that the teacher 
may give to the parent on a chance 
meeting with him serves to link the 
parent more closely to the school and 
its work. On invitation parents come 
readily to a school for the purpose of 
meeting with the teachers. These for- 
mal meetings give the teacher some in- 
sight into certain problems confronting 
the child that may go unobserved in the 
classroom. These formal interviews 
during the school year help to cement 
the bond that should exist between the 
Catholie school and the Catholic home. 
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TESTS AND REPORT CARDS 


From time immemorial schools have 
used the stimulus of the report card. 
The New York Manual rules that 
every parish elementary school must 
employ the official Diocesan Report 
Card. A distinction is made between 
the forms for the first two grades and 
for the upper grades. The official school 
-alendar indicates the six dates during 
the school year on which these reports 
are to be distributed to the pupils. 
Subject marks should be numerical, 
and character marks alphabetical, with 
no plus or minus signs. A mark less 
than 50% may not be given. Much 
weight is given to the teacher’s estimate 
of the child’s work, especially during 
the first six weeks in each term when 
special tests are not necessary. The 
mid-term and end-term examination 
marks are an average of the class mark 
and the mid-term examination mark, 
and of the class mark and the end-term 
examination mark respectively. Tests 
are optional for Grades I and II. 
Averages are not given in Grades I and 
II, but may be given above these grades. 


Complementing the official report 
card is the official Diocesan Record 


Card, whose use is mandatory in every 
parish and private elementary school. 
They are in duplicate, with a white card 
for the office and a buff card for the 
The office card remains perma- 
nently in the office, but the class card 
travels with the pupil, from room to 
room or from school to school. Entries 
must be legible, as complete as possible, 
and made in permanent ink. “Only an 
official baptismal certificate is accept- 
able as an authority for a date of birth.” 
The record ecard gives distinct entries 


class. 


for each term that a child remains in 
When a pupil trans- 
fers to another school, the class card, all 
health records, and the Bureau of At- 


the same school. 
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tendance Transfer should be mailed 
without delay to the pupil’s new school. 
The principal of the admitting school 
should prepare an office card for this 
pupil. He copies all available data from 
the class record card that the pupil pre- 
the record of academic 
previous 


sents, except 
work accomplished in the 
school. 


STUDENT PROFICIENCY 

AND PROMOTION 

The Manual begins its treatment of 
the important topic of Promotion of 
Pupils with a number of general con- 
siderations addressed to the teacher. 
The teacher is first told that he should 
become acquainted with each individual 
child as early in the term as possible. 
“This intimate knowledge of each child 
will be of great help to the teacher at 
promotion time.” He should take ad- 
vantage of the many devices now at his 
immediate disposal for discovering the 
individual needs of the child. A study 
and tabulation of the answer papers of 
the Diocesan Examinations of the pre- 
vious term, is especially recommended. 
Pretesting is of great value in discover- 
ing the child’s individual needs. Does 
the child know subject matter pre- 
viously covered well enough to make 
progress? Progress in mastering com- 
mission, for instance, is impossible if the 
pupil is not well grounded in percentage, 
decimals, and fractions, nor does the 
pupil advance easily in the study of the 
adjective unless he understands the 
noun well. 

Reading is a matter of great concern 
to all teachers. The poor reader will 
have difficulty in every branch of school 
work. A reading weakness stands in the 
way of proficiency in any _ subject, 
notably in geography and in arithmetic. 
The first step with the poor reader is 
to diagnose and remedy his reading 


weakness. To do this effectively spe- 
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cial instruction is often necessary. 

There is a general conviction among 
teachers that weaknesses in reading, 
English, and arithmetic may often be 
serious enough to call for retardation. 
The Manual states that no pupil should 
be retarded for failure in art, music, or 
health. “In these studies there is repe- 
tition of some of the matter which will 
help in the mastery of the subject in 
later grades.” 

Another fine regulation of the Manual 
requires that all promotions, regular o1 
special, are to be agreed upon by the 
teacher and principal acting in con- 
junction. While respecting ~—_— the 
teacher’s judgment, the principal bears 
in mind that teachers do make mis- 
takes. In doubtful promotion cases, 
a trial promotion is in order. There 
should be frequent discussion of condi- 
tions other than the lack of scholarship 
which cause pupils to fail, as for in- 
stance, home and neighborhood condi- 
tions, companionship, physical defects, 
and personality problems. The physi- 
cal environment to which a child is 
subjected his own home is often a 
hindrance to effective learning. If the 
pupil is required to do homework, the 
teacher should determine that he has a 
home atmosphere which he can do 
that work. 

It is a serious matter to require a 
pupil to repeat the work a grade. 
The repetition is a burden upon the 
school facilities and may harm rather 
than help the pupil himself. The 
Manual offers certain guiding prin- 
ciples: 


tetention may be of real value in 
the primary grades to insure proper 
mastery of fundamentals; retention in 
the upper grades, particularly in 
Grade VII, may do more harm than 
good. When a child’s work indicates 
that he will be required to repeat the 
work of a given grade, some indica- 
tion of this should be given to the 


parents at least three months prior 
to the end of the term. No child 
may be left back in the same grade 
for two successive years. No child 
may be required to spend more than 
twenty terms in a Grade I to Grade 
VIII or Kindergarten to Grade VIII 
elementary school. 


In the light of what we know about 
the distinction between mental dullness 
and mental deficiency, we may have to 
revise our retention policies and our 
scholarship policies. The mentally dull 
child, in contradistinetion to the men- 
tally deficient child, can develop, but 
at his own rate. To him great leniency 
should be shown and special help should 
be given. 
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UESTIONS Answ ERED 


By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M., J.C.D. 








Headaches and Coffee 


Question: For a long time I have 
been troubled by severe headaches, 
which frequently have made it difficult 
to offer Mass. Another priest has told 
me that I have sufficient reason to take 
coffee early in the morning, when I 
wake up, because the coffee helps to 
prevent the headaches and makes it a 
lot easier for me to say Mass. This 
does not sound right to me, because 
coffee is not a medicine, and no doctor 
has ever prescribed coffee for me to 
take. Another problem is that I would 
have to wait for an hour after taking 
the coffee, and it is not always possible 
for me to get a cup of coffee more than 
an hour before my Mass is supposed to 


begin. I would like to know if it is 
safe for me to follow my friend’s 
advice. 

CHAPLAIN 


Answer: The circumstances described 
by Chaplain are such as to justify use 
of the concessions made to sick priests 
by the Apostolic Constitution Christus 
The Constitution permits 
the sick and infirm, who would find it 
difficult to observe the strict Eucharis- 
tic fast, to take medicine or non-alco- 
holie liquids before they receive Holy 
Communion. For anyone but a priest, 
it is required that the approval of a 
confessor be obtained, that is, of a 
priest who has faculties to hear confes- 
sions. It is not demanded that the 
approval or counsel be given in the 
sacramental forum. 

Various other concessions in the new 
discipline of the Eucharistie fast, such 
as those in favor of travelers and night 


Dominus. 
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workers, require that no liquids save 
water be taken less than an hour before 
the reception of Holy Communion. If 
the privileges are being used by a priest 
who is going to offer Mass, he must com- 
pute the hour’s time limit from the mo- 
ment at which he is going to begin Mass. 

When either medicine or liquids are 
allowed, by reason of infirmity, the 
time limit of one hour before Mass or 
Communion does not hold. Conse- 
quently, there need be no problem in 
Chaplain’s case because of the difficulty 
which he sometimes experiences in get- 
ting a cup of coffee more than an hour 
before his Mass is scheduled to begin. 
The reason for his being permitted to 
take the coffee is illness, which causes 
frequent headaches. Therefore, like 
other sick persons, he is not bound by 
any time limit with regard to the drink- 
ing of liquids. Of course, he remains 
subject to other restrictions, such as 
that which forbids the taking of alco- 
holic beverages before Mass. 


The fact that coffee is not a medicine 
does not prevent a sick person’s taking 
it before Mass or Communion. Again, 
for anyone but a priest, the use of these 
concessions to the sick requires as a 
necessary condition the obtaining of a 
confessor’s approval, to assure compli- 
ance with the conditions of the Apos- 
tolic Constitution. 

Coffee is permitted to the sick be- 
cause it is a non-alcoholic liquid, and 
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the sick are allowed to take something 
per modum potus. Perhaps the objec- 
tion which occurred to Chaplain is 
based upon recollection of the explana- 
tion of “medicine” given by the Sacred 
Congregation of the Holy Office in its 
Instruction which accompanied the 
Apostolic Constitution. The Holy Of- 
fice declared that this term includes 
both medicine prescribed by the doctor 
and those things which are commonly 
recognized as being medicines. A fa- 
miliar example of the latter is aspirin. 

The above distinction applies to 
medicines, and it provides for the me- 
dicinal use of certain things which 
would not ordinarily be thought of as 
medicines. The distinction does not 
apply to liquids, that is, to liquids not 
ordinarily considered to be medicinal, 
such as coffee, tea, milk, and the like. 
The discipline of the Eucharistic fast 


does not require a doctor’s prescription 
for use of these liquids by a sick person 
before Mass or Holy Communion. It 
requires fulfillment of the condition spe- 
cified by the Apostolic Constitution, 
that is, sickness or infirmity, and the 
approval of a confessor for anyone 
other than a priest. A priest is au- 
thorized to pass judgment upon his own 
case, and is not obliged to consult an- 
other priest. 

Chaplain, therefore, may lawfully 
take coffee before he says Mass, in 
order to prevent the severe headaches 
which often make it difficult for him to 
celebrate the holy sacrifice. He need 
not be troubled in conscience by anxi- 
eties concerning the time which re- 
mains before his Mass, because the 
hour’s time limit does not bind the 
sick. Moreover, he need not try to 
determine a specific illness which is 
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED 





causing the headaches, in order to jus- 
tify use of the apostolic dispensation. 
Physical weakness from some unde- 
termined cause, or even merely from 
advancing years, is sufficient to permit 
using the concessions of Christus Domi- 
nus. Our Holy Father wished to lessen 
the difficulty of saying Mass for priests 
who found it hard to do so because of 
physical ailments such as these. 


Selling Blessed Medals 


(Question: Two or three times, friends 
have asked to buy from me medals 
which I had already bought for myself 
and started to use. The medals had 
been blessed. The reason for asking to 
buy the medals was that it is more 
convenient for me to get a new medal 
than it is for them. When this hap- 
pened, it was at times when we could 
not expect to see each other for several 
months, and it was easier to sell my 
own medal and get a replacement, than 
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it would have been to buy a new medal 
and have to mail it back to the party. 
Lately I have started to worry about 
selling these blessed medals. Did I do 
wrong in selling a blessed article? 
CLERIC 


Answer: The general law of the 
Church does not lay down any blanket 
prohibition of selling blessed or conse- 
crated articles, although we should not 
conclude from this to a generalization 
that there is never any objection to the 
sale of such items. Canon 1150, for 
example, recognizes the possibility of 
the ownership of blessed or consecrated 
goods by private persons, when it calls 
for reverent and proper treatment of 
these things, even if they are private 
property. 

Canon 1305 states that sacred fur- 
nishings, blessed or consecrated, lose 
their blessing or consecration if they 
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are exposed for public sale. No such 
consequence is listed for private sale 
of these furnishings, or for offering them 
for private sale. Thus, one parish might 
sell a chalice to another, or a_ priest 
could buy a chalice from another priest, 
without causing loss of consecration of 
the chalice. 

The selling of a blessed medal, in it- 
self, therefore, does not violate ecclesi- 
astical law, any more than the sale of 
a chalice would do so. Canon 730 
makes it clear that in these cases a tem- 
poral object (chalice or medal) is being 
exchanged for another temporal object 
(money). There is no simony involved, 
provided that there be no additional 
charge for the blessing or consecration. 

However, there is another considera- 
tion which must not be overlooked, 
when there is question of selling reli- 
gious articles. By virtue of Canon 924, 
any indulgences attached to beads or to 
similar articles cease to exist, if those 
articles are sold. Therefore, as a con- 
sequence of selling the medal, the in- 
dulgences attached to it are lost. If 
the medal were a Scapular Medal or 
Miraculous Medal, for example, the 
subsequent wearer would apparently 
lose many indulgences which he could 
otherwise gain as a member of the re- 
spective confraternity or pious associ- 
ation. There are special concessions 
for certain groups in these matters, but 
we are here concerned only with the 
ordinary faithful. 

In many instances, to gain the in- 
dulgences obtainable by membership in 
groups of this kind, one must wear a 
specially blessed medal. If the medal 
has been purchased from someone after 
it was blessed, we may argue with 
reason that the blessing has not been 
lost. Nevertheless, the use of the spe- 
cially blessed medal has attached to it 
certain indulgences, obtainable by 
members who wear or use the blessed 
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medal. The sale would bring an end 
to further gaining of those indulgences 
by the person using that medal. 

What can be done about this? After 
the sale has taken place, a priest with 
the necessary faculties should be asked 
to bless the medal again. If one per- 
son purchased the medal for another, 
by previous arrangement, although the 
first party has not yet been reimbursed, 
the indulgences have not been lost. The 
first person is then acting as an agent 
of the other, commissioned to make a 
purchase for him. Reimbursing the 
agent is not the same as purchasing the 
medal. The sale took place when the 
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agent secured the medal and paid for it. 
Indulgences attached later are not done 
away with merely by giving the agent 
an equivalent sum, or even by giving 
him something in addition as recom- 
pense for his time and trouble. 


The Water Must Flow 


Question: What is meant by saying 
that at baptism the water must flow 
on the head of the child? On several 
occasions, after I had baptized, I wor- 
ried whether the water had really 
moved any, enough to attain the idea of 
washing. I certainly used enough water 
and made the three signs of the cross, 
but that one detail of the water flowing 
never was too certain. SACERDOS 

Answer: One of the requisite condi- 
tions for baptism by pouring is that the 
water flow on the head of the person 
being baptized. Webster’s Collegiate 
Dictionary defines the word flow as 
meaning “to move or circulate, as a 
liquid; run.” If the priest were using 
an eye-dropper, or were squeezing drops 
of water from a sponge or a wet cloth, 
there might be question about the 
water’s flowing sufficiently to remove 
doubts concerning baptism’s validity. 

However, if the water is poured three 
times, and the customary three signs of 
the cross are made with the water, it 
would be impossible for the water to 
do anything but flow when it falls upon 
the child’s head. The basis for this 
unqualified assertion in the present case 
is the statement by Sacerdos that he 
certainly used enough water and that 
he made the three signs of the cross. 
When these things have been done, 
worry about whether or not the water 
flowed is unnecessary. We are presum- 
ing that the water was poured upon 
the head, and that there were no com- 
plicating factors, such as the water’s 
falling upon a thick head of hair in- 
stead of directly upon the skin, which 
might impede the motion of the water. 
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Domicile and Quasi-Domicile 


Question: When canon law says that, 
in order to acquire a quasi-domicile, a 
person must spend the greater part of 
a year in the place, does it mean a 
calendar year or any period of twelve 
months? Must the time be continuous? 
If a family purchases a new house and 
moves the furniture in, but does not 
move into the house because it is not 
yet finished, do they have a domicile in 
that parish before they actually live 
there? 

PAROCHUS 

Answer: This matter of domicile and 
quasi-domicile offers some interesting 
and useful material for an article, in 
which certain practical applications 
could be discussed. For the present, it 
will suffice to offer answers to the spe- 
cific questions proposed by Parochus. 

Both domicile and quasi-domicile are 
acquired by residing or being in a 
place, with the intention of remaining 
for the legally specified time; or by 
actual residence in the place for a cer- 
tain time, regardless of the intention 
concerning future residence. For a 
domicile, one must come with the in- 
tention of remaining permanently, un- 
less something calls him away and re- 
quires a change of residence. To ac- 
quire a quasi-domicile there must be the 
intention of remaining for the greater 
part of a year. In both instances, the 
domicile or quasi-domicile is acquired 
at once. Thus, for example, if a new 
family moves into the parish after 
buying a home there, the domicile is 
acquired at the very moment of enter- 
ing the parish limits with the intention 
of remaining there. Likewise, the stu- 
dent who comes to a college or seminary 
with the intention of remaining there 
for the eight or nine months of the 
school year immediately acquires a 
parochial domicile in the parish. 

If such an intention be lacking, it is 
required by the law that the person 
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should actually remain in the place for 
the greater part of a year. This means 
for a period of more than six months, 
because he who has been in a place for 
over six months has been there for the 
greater part of a year, although it is 
not much greater than the remaining 
part. Actual residence for ten years 
is required to gain a domicile in this 
fashion. 

Must residence be continuous for re- 
tention of a quasi-domicile? It should 
be morally continuous. A quasi-domi- 
cile cannot be acquired by adding up a 
total of days, weeks, or months of resi- 
dence over the years. For example, a 
family which goes to the seashore for 
one month every summer would not 
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acquire a quasi-domicile there in the 


seventh summer. On the other hand, 


brief absences do not interrupt the resi- 
dence required for a quasi-domicile. A 
student who goes home for three weeks 
at Christmas does not lose his quasi- 
domicile. His stay of nine months in 
the place is not broken morally. If he 
were away three weeks out of every 
six, he would not have a morally con- 
tinuous residence there. Each case 
must be judged in the light of its own 
circumstances. 

Does the moving in of the family’s 
furniture give a domicile in the parish 
where the newly purchased home is 
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located? As the case is presented by 
Parochus, I would say not. It does 
not seem that the family has yet begun 
to reside or dwell in the parish, but, 
rather, that the domicile in the previous 
parish is yet in force. Certainly, since 
these matters involve intentions and 
variable combinations of facts, there is 
room for uncertainty and for difference 
of opinion. However, the presumption 
would ordinarily favor retention of 
the previous domicile, where the family 
is still living, rather than change to a 
new domicile because of the fact that 
the furniture has been moved there. 
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. Brings Lasting Honor to 
the Church in America’ 


CaTHOLic BiBLicAL ENCYCLOPEDIA (Old 
and New Testaments). By John E. 
Steinmueller, S.T.D., S.Ser.L., and 
Kathryn Sullivan, R.S.C.J., Ph.D. 
(Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., New York, 
1956), 1896 pp. Regular edition, 
$20.00; with thumb index, $22.00. 
No name is better known to English- 

speaking students of the Bible than that 

of Monsignor John E. Steinmueller, one 
of the two Consultors of the Pontifical 

Biblical Commission from the United 

States. For the past twenty years 

Monsignor Steinmueller has been ac- 

tively engaged in writing articles and 

books on Sacred Scripture. His initial 
endeavors were restricted to writing 
articles and book reviews for periodi- 
cals and the publication of a mono- 
graph on the Old Testament entitled 

Some Problems of the Old Testament. 

The first comprehensive work under- 

taken by Monsignor Steinmueller was 

the preparation of a manual on Sacred 

Scripture for use in seminaries. The 

author was well equipped for the task, 

having already devoted fifteen years to 
the teaching of seminarians. The man- 
ual appeared in three volumes and was 
entitled A Companion to Scripture 

Studies. The work was well received 

and has been used widely as a textbook 

in seminaries. One index of its value is 
the fact that it was soon translated into 

Spanish for use in seminaries of South 

America. Monsignor Steinmueller next 

turned his attention to a different audi- 


1From the Introduction by Very Rev. 
Athanasius Miller, O.S.B., Seeretary of the 
Pontifical Biblical Commission, Rome, Italy. 


- achievement. 


ence. In collaboration with Mother 
Kathryn Sullivan, he adapted the mate- 
rial in the manual and presented it in 
a form suitable for the average Catholic 
reader. This work appeared in two 
volumes: A Companion to the New 
Testament and A Companion to the Old 
Testament. Then, continuing this suc- 
cessful collaboration with Mother Sul- 
livan, Monsignor Steinmueller under- 
took what is probably the most ambi- 
tious of all Scriptural projects, the 
preparation of a complete encyclopedia 
of the Bible. The volume on the New 
Testament appeared in 1949; and the 
Old Testament section has now been 
published. The magnitude of the enter- 
prise can be estimated from the fact 
that this is the first Catholic encyclo- 
pedia of the Bible to appear in the 
English language. 

Because the New Testament part of 
the Catholic Biblical Encyclopedia was 
published first in 1949 and was widely 
hailed by both Catholic and _ non- 
Catholic reviewers, this present ap- 
praisal will be concerned with the Old 
Testament section of the Catholic Bibli- 
cal Encyclopedia. Be it noted immedi- 
ately, however, that a special appendix 
has been devoted to Mariology which 
is completely up to the moment. 

The Catholic Biblical Encyclopedia 
(Old Testament) has a special purpose. 
It does not pretend to represent the orig- 
inal work or the personal views of the 
two authors. Rather, it is a digest of 
present-day Scriptural research and 
It is an endeavor to pre- 
sent to the clergy, religious and the 
average instructed Catholic the results 
of many years of diligent study on the 
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part of the authors. This undertaking 
assumes greater significance when it is 
remembered that we are living in a 
period of intense Biblical activity. The 
past half-century has rightly been 
called a golden age of Biblical study. 
Since the turn of the century Catholic 
scholars in many countries, as well as 
non-Catholics, have been busily en- 
gaged in the various fields of Scriptural 
research. The fruits of these labors 
have been enormous. Unfortunately 
for the average reader, most of these 
Biblical achievements have been pub- 
lished in professional books and _ peri- 
odicals. It is a great service to assimi- 
late this vast material and offer it to 
the public in the concise form of an en- 
cyclopedia. A work of this kind richly 
deserves the praise accorded by the en- 
cyclical Divino Afflante Spiritu to those 
who, “filled with apostolic zeal, laud- 
ably strive to excite and foster among 
Catholics a greater knowledge of and 
love for the Sacred Books.” 

It is impossible in a review such as 
this to present a thorough description 
and criticism of the entire contents of 
the new encyclopedia. It is possible 
only to refer to some of its outstanding 
features. 

It is a matter of common knowledge 
that archeology has rendered great 
service to the Bible. Not only have 
archeological findings confirmed the 
historical character of the Sacred 
Books; in many instances archeology 
has added to the understanding and ap- 
preciation of the message of the inspired 
text. For example, archeology has pro- 
vided new and valuable evidence for 
the period of the patriarchs, i.e., the 
period of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
described in chapters 11-50 of Genesis. 
Not long ago these chapters were the 
object of severe criticism. William F. 
Albright pertinently wrote: ‘Eminent 
names among scholars can be cited for 
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regarding every item of Genesis 11- 
50 as reflecting late invention, or at 
least retrojection of events and condi- 
tions under the Monarchy into the re- 
mote past, about which nothing was 
thought to have been really known to 
the writers of later days.” Professor 
Albright then adds: “The archeologi- 
cal discoveries of the past generation 
have changed all this.” To refer to an- 
other example, archeology now fur- 
nishes interesting illustrations for the 
Biblical account of the most glorious 
period in the history of the Hebrew 
people, the period of the reign of Solo- 
mon. Excavations have uncovered the 
industrial city and seaport built by 
Solomon at Ezion-geber on the north 
shore of the Gulf of Akabah. Solomon’s 
mines in the Arabah depression between 
the Dead Sea and the Gulf of Akabah 
have been explored. The excavations 
at Megiddo have revealed “the stables 
of Solomon,” which illustrate the Bibli- 
‘al report on Solomon’s trading in horses 
and his introduction of the war chariot 
as a “new weapon” in Israelite warfare. 

Biblical archeology is still a young 
science. It is scarcely more than fifty 
years old. However, the material is al- 


ready abundant. Accordingly, readers 
of the new encyclopedia will find con- 
stant reference to archeology through- 
out its thousands of articles. There are 
separate articles on such subjects as 
Archeology, Pottery and Writing. In 
addition, most of the photographs and 
illustrations, of which there are more 
than four hundred, represent archzolo- 
gical sites and discoveries. Archzolo- 
gical material is also prominent in the 
articles summarizing the history of the 
various ancient peoples that are of im- 
portance for the study of the Bible, such 
as the Egyptians, Sumerians, Babylon- 
ians, Hittites, Assyrians and Persians. 

It is the ancient literary records that 
provide the most important contribu- 
tion of archeology to Biblical study. 
What comes to mind immediately is the 
collection of manuscripts found since 
1947 near the shores of the Dead Sea. 
As far as the Old Testament is con- 
cerned, these Dead Sea scrolls include 
a large number of manuscripts of the 
Hebrew Old Testament. These manu- 
scripts are very ancient, having been 
written in the period before Christ. Al- 
though most of the manuscripts are in 
fragmentary form, they are of great 








A Major Advance in the Catholic Press 


1cHT leading Catholic magazines and Image Books unite in a cooperative effort to help 


pastors bring the best Catholic literature to parishioners. These publications are giving 


to pastors FREE, an expensive, specially designed display rack. This is the first such cooperative 


action in the history of the Catholic Press in America. 


1, WHAT IS THE PLAN? To make it easy for pastors to present a striking display of excellent 
literature that will make parishioners better Catholics, better citizens and better parishioners. 

















BOOK REVIEWS 





importance for the study of the original 
text of the Old Testament. The new 
encyclopedia includes an informative 
article on the Dead Sea scrolls, to- 
gether with a collection of illustrative 
photographs. 

The greatest significance of the an- 
cient written records lies in the help 
they afford for the study of the literary 
forms of the Old Testament. Literary 
forms are simply the various modes of 
expression used by authors. Poetry, 
fiction, history, historical fiction, par- 
able and allegory are all so many liter- 
ary forms. The study of literary forms 
is important because each form has its 
own rules of interpretation. The first 
measure of an author’s intention is the 
literary form he adopts. To fail to 
reckon with the literary form of an au- 
thor is to run the risk of misinterpreta- 
tion. Consequently, a thorough knowl- 
edge of the literary forms used by the 
authors of the Old Testament is essen- 
tial for the understanding of their mes- 
sage. Archeology has been of great as- 
sistance in this study because the an- 
cient literary records have enriched our 
knowledge of the literary forms in use at 
the time the books of the Old Testament 


were written. In the following recom- 
mendation addressed to Biblical schol- 
ars, the encyclical Divino Afflante 
Spiritu stresses the significance of the 
study of literary forms in the Bible and 
refers to the contribution made by 
archeology in this field: 


The interpreter must go back wholly 
in spirit to those remote centuries of 
the East and with the aid of history, 
archeology, ethnology, and other sci- 
ences, accurately determine what 
modes of writing, so to speak, the au- 
thors of that ancient period would be 
likely to use, and in fact did use... 
Let those who cultivate Biblical 
studies . neglect none of those 
discoveries, whether in the domain 
of archeology or in ancient history or 
literature, which serve to make better 
known the mentality of the ancient 
writers, as well as their manner and 
art of reasoning, narrating and writ- 
ing. 

In the Catholic Biblical Encyclopedia 
there is a comprehensive article on Lit- 
erary Forms; and there is reference to 
the subject in such articles as those on 
Genesis 1-11, Jonah, Esther, Tobias and 
Judith. 

The study of the Bible is primarily a 
religious study. It is the study of the 
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history of salvation. The preparatory 
phase of this religious history is de- 
scribed in the Old Testament, and the 
period of fulfillment is recounted in the 
New Testament. The Old Testament 
describes the period of preparation for 
the coming of the Messias. It is a his- 
tory that begins with Abraham, the 
father of the Messianic people, and 
covers approximately nineteen centu- 
ries. The first and primary objective 
of the student of the Old Testament is 
the thorough understanding of this re- 
ligious and Messianic message. His in- 
terest in the auxiliary sciences of Serip- 
ture, such as archeology, geography 
and textual criticism, is secondary. 
These studies are of significance only in 
so far as they help in the understanding 
of the religious message of the Sacred 
Books. In this connection the encyeli- 
eal Divino Afflante Spiritu cautions 
commentators on Scripture: 


With special zeal should they apply 
themselves, not only to expounding 
exclusively these matters which be- 
long to the historical, archeological, 
philological and other auxiliary sci- 
ences—as, to Our regret, is done in 
certain commentaries—but, having 
duly referred to these, in so far as 
they may aid the exegesis, they 








should set forth in particular the 
theological doctrine in faith and mor- 
als of the individual books or texts, 
so that their exposition may not only 
aid the professors of theology in their 
explanation and proofs of the dogmas 
of faith, but may also be of assistance 
to priests in their presentation of 

Christian doctrine to the people, and 

in time may help all the faithful to 

lead a life that is holy and worthy of 

a Christian. 

The Catholic Biblical Encyclopedia will 
prove very helpful to its readers in their 
efforts to understand the religious con- 
tent of the Seriptures. Besides the 
introductory articles on all the books 
of the Old Testament, there are com- 
prehensive articles on such topics as 
God, Religion of Israel, Messianic King- 
dom, Messias. 

There are many additional features 
of the new encyclopedia to which only 
brief reference can be made. The au- 
thors follow a satisfactory system of 
phonetic spelling for the pronunciation 
of Biblical names and terms. The ety- 
mology of proper names is given; and 
there is an English transcription of 
Hebrew and Greek terms. The reader 
will find the numerous maps and charts 
interesting and helpful. 
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As a seminary professor I most 
heartily recommend this great work to 
the professors and students in our semi- 
naries, and certainly our colleges will 
want this work in their libraries; as a 
priest I urge the magnificent value of a 
work, the like of which has never before 
been available to us, for every facet of 
the ministry. It is a tribute to these 
American authors, too, that requests 
have already been made for permission 
to publish the entire work in other lan- 
guages. 


GrEORGE Denzer, S.T.D. 


A Reformation Commemorative 

THOMAS CrRANMER. By Theodore May- 
nard (Henry Regnery Company, Chi- 
ago, 1956), pp. x11 + 242. $4.50. 

It is incredible (not almost incred- 
ible) that the fortieth volume of Theo- 
dore Maynard’s literary ventures should 
prove so little worthy of his name. But 
this is the awful truth, and this re- 
viewer is indeed reluctant to initiate 
these paragraphs with this commentary. 

We $s shall by stating that 
Thomas Cranmer is in no way a “re- 
freshing” biography; there is nothing 


begin 


new or exciting to be found in the entire 
book. Yet, the bibliography found in 
the back of the book indicates just the 
opposite. As our reading of the book 
proceeds, we begin to get curious. We 
wonder just how much research time 
was devoted to the assembling of his 
data. Most of all we wonder if the 
author spent any time at all polishing 
his English grammar and rereading his 
typescript in scrupulous search for pos- 
sible errors. Surely he must have been 
given the opportunity to inspect the 
galleys and the final page proofs. 
There is no palliation for literary 
sarelessness. This is especially true in 
this case, where biographical documen- 
tation is of such easy access to the 
writer. So much, indeed, has been well 
written about Thomas Cranmer that 
we wonder why Mr. Maynard disin- 
terred Cranmer’s ashes at all—except 
possibly to contribute something com- 
memorative of the four-hundredth an- 
niversary of his frightful death, March 
21, 1556. 


prompted the author to write, it is to be 


If that was the reason which 


lamented that the result of his labors 
created a biography so open to criti- 
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cism. It is not in the best tradition of 
Catholic scholarship. As we shall en- 
deavor to demonstrate, Thomas Cran- 
mer can succeed only in lowering the 
high standard of Catholic biographical 
criticism. 

We might add that whatever evidence 
we have of meticulous scholarship in 
literary works of recent vintage as 
notable as James VI and I, England 
Under the Tudors, Tudor Prelates and 
Politics, Reformation in England 
(Philip Hughes), St. John Fisher, St. 
Thomas More, Thomas Cranmer, Theo- 
logian (Bromiley) is noticeably absent 
from the book under consideration. In 
fact, certain particulars are as unhis- 
torical as Harrison’s Tudor England. 
It is distasteful to be compelled to 
make this criticism of Thomas Cranmer 
because many of us have come to regard 
Theodore Maynard as representative of 
our Catholic historical writers. 

A primary canon of literary criticism 
is honesty. While the reviewer may 
not accept certain conclusions, he must 
be cautious not to condemn them, pro- 
vided that they are only conclusions. 
But he must be scrupulous in ferreting 
out errors in fact, and that is what we 


propose to do. For example, is it con- 
sistent with the facts to aver that 
“strictly speaking’ Cranmer was not a 
heretic? Documentary evidence belies 
this, although his present-day Anglican 
brethren must be taking comfort from 
Mr. Maynard's characterization of the 
Great Reformer. Either Thomas Cran- 
mer, theologian too, was a heretic or he 
was not. His literary remains, his 
monumental liturgy proclaim other- 
wise. His Homilies, his Books of Com- 
mon Prayer and Ordinals, his 42 Ar- 
ticles of Religion ought to have given 
sufficient warranty to the author that 
Cranmer was, and “strictly speaking,” 
a theological heretic. 

Nor do I agree with Mr. Maynard 
that Cranmer was “a sincerely religious 
man.” A sincerely religious man could 
not have been guilty of the crimes 
against the Catholic religion of which 
Cranmer stands convicted. A sincerely 
religious man, a priest at that, would 
not have attempted marriage. Super- 
ficially religious, yes, but never “a sin- 
cerely religious man.” I should cer- 
tainly question the notion that Cran- 
mer’s dogma changed radically from 
orthodoxy to heresy in so short a space 
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of time as Mr. Maynard suggests. And 
surely he cannot be serious when he 
states that “Henry had abused his body 
by eating and drinking, though not by 
sexual indulgence.” 

Of greater importance to the reader 
is it that we correct errors which it 
would seem Mr. Maynard ought to have 
“caught” himself. We recommend that 
those of our readers who have added 
this book to their library read this por- 
tion of this review with their copy of 
Thomas Cranmer within easy reach, 
and make these corrections at once: 


1) Page 151: “The old King hap- 
pened to die on January 27, 1547.” 
This is correct. Page 163: “Decem- 
ber 27 was the day on which Henry 
died.” This is incorrect. Accord- 
ingly, edit the first two sentences of 
the footnote on page 163. Philip 
Hughes is not incorrect. 

2) Page 164 (footnote): the words 
“commonly called” do not appear on 
the title page of the first Book of 
Common Prayer. Therefore the repe- 
tition of this error should be edited 
from page 165: “he pounced on the 
subtitle of the Book of Common 
Prayer— Commonly called the 
Mass.’ ” 

3) Page 165: The first Book of 
Common Prayer was made obligatory 
June 9, not July 9 (1549). 


How practical it is to elaborate upon 
the minor restrictions we place upon 
Thomas Cranmer is questionable. But 
it might be pointed out that Cranmer’s 
“incomparable liturgy” is not always 
the improvement upon the original that 
Mr. Maynard, and others before him, 
would have us believe. In many cases 
the translation is deplorable. We might 
instance his translation of the adjective 
‘Immarcessible” (shining); its Latin 
equivalent is almost identical, immar- 
cessibilis. An Anglican writer of a half- 
century ago devoted a large portion of 
a book to this investigation with sur- 
prising results. 

Thomas Cranmer might have been a 
commendable piece of historical writ- 
ing. While a great deal has been writ- 
ten about Cranmer, no work, so far 
as this reviewer knows, which could be 
described as “definitive,” has been pro- 
duced to date. Mr. Maynard, and with 
him earlier biographers of the first 
Protestant Archbishop of Canterbury, 
have more or less successfully attempted 
to analyze the character of one whom 
commonly they agree is certainly a 
complex, if not a dual personality. Per- 
haps Cranmer was more simple than 
historians suspect, and within an in- 
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vestigation of his simplicity may be 
buried the seeds of a definitive biog- 
raphy. Professor Pollard’s, for all its 
partisanship, is probably the most 
authentie life of Thomas Cranmer, with 
voluminous Todd of the early nine- 
teenth century a close second. 

Pau R. Rust, 0.M.I. 


Progressive Confusion 


RETREAT FROM LEARNING. By Joan 
Dunn (David McKay Company, 
Ine., New York, 1955), 224 pp. $3.50. 
It is no secret to those who have been 

close to education for the past two 
decades that schools are overly ad- 
ministered and students are insuf- 
ficiently motivated. The solution to the 
first evil—and excessive administration 
which takes both the heart and the head 
out of teaching is an evil—lies in re- 
establishing fundamental educational 
objectives and then properly ordering 
means toward the attainment of these 
objectives. The function of administra- 
tion in education is to create and con- 
duct a situation where teaching and 
learning may take place. It is a fallacy 
of the worst sort to make administration 
an end in itself, for then education be- 
comes dangerously susceptible to every 
fault to which exaggerated organization 
is heir. Miss Dunn writes with keen- 
ness and perspective when she asks: 


Who could respect a system that 
had an astounding degree [of] ... 
apathy, bureaucracy, inertia, and a 
total disregard for the individual, 
whether student or teacher? The stu- 
dent was someone to be experimented 
with, and the teacher was without 
standing; the whole vast, intricate 
machinery of the board [of educa- 
tion] seemed geared to his complete 
frustration and ultimate disillusion- 
ment. 


It is easy to find the solution to “over- 
administration”; it is quite another 
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thing to apply this solution because so 
few educational administrators are will- 
ing to accept it. Educationists are in- 
clined to live in a world of their own, 
one of their own making, full of illusions 
and faney terminology. Their dedica- 
tion is often best described as a self- 
seeking effort to perpetuate their own 
domain. Giving students worthwhile 
educational experiences in the class- 
room requires much less of the admini- 
strative feudalism than we have now, 
but to dissolve these manors and re- 
move the mantle of authority from the 
lords is a major operation, for the forti- 
fications are strong and carefully 
guarded. One need only raise his voice 
in mild criticism or suggest that all is 
not well with education and forthwith 
he is branded an enemy of publie educa- 
tion. This shibboleth is enough to give 
him a reputation in the public mind as 
an irresponsible radical or a violent 
subversive. 

Although there are few signs that 
education is now taking this direction, 
the time may come when excessive ad- 
ministrative machinery will be declared 
obsolete and will be discarded. When 
this is done, teachers will have one 
obstacle removed from the road to 
teaching. But another obstacle re- 
mains, one which, if unchallenged, will 
bore to the very heart of American cul- 


ture. Why are teachers unable to 
teach? It is because the boys and girls 
in the schools either can’t or won't 


learn? If the first, there is nothing any- 
one can do; if the second, then everyone 
had better be concerned. Whatever else 
there may be to education, motivation 
is basic and must be recognized as an 
essential feature of all learning. The 
best teacher in the world will be frus- 
trated by the child who is unwilling to 
learn. A fundamental ingredient in 
learning is the good will of the learner. 
Where does this good will come from? 
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Principles of Sacramental Theology 
By BERNARD LEEMING, S.J.—A brilliant and 


useful study of sacramental theclogy covering the 
field completely, objectively, clearly, yet not too 
technically. The six sections of the book, each of 
them multi-chaptered, reveal the scope of Father 
Leeming’s treatment: The Sacraments and Grace! 
The Sacraments and the Character; Sacramental 
Causality; The Institution of the Sacraments; Re- 
quirements in the Minister; and The Sacramental 
Economy. Complete with index and bibliog- 
raphies. $6.75 
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Cushing, Bishop Sheen, Daniel A. Lord, S.J., and 
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of a spiritual classic the translator has set out to 
express, mot words and phrases, but the very 
thought of St. Francis, and that in a language which 
will enable a modern reader to gain a true appre- 
ciation of what has been rightly called a ‘‘treasure 
of devotion.” $3.00 
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Some of it, I suspect, is native, but the 
child is, to an important degree, a crea- 
ture of his environment and he reflects 
the values of society. Children will be 
indifferent to learning and things of the 
mind if the society does not value them. 
The pragmatism which has permeated 
American life has authored either an in- 
difference or a disrespect for learning, 
and in our day we are able to see how 
few students are willing to swim against 
this anti-intellectual tide. Who seeks 
what he does not value? For these 
dangerous attitudes is the student, the 
school, or the society to be blamed? 

It is a tribute to Miss Dunn’s astute- 
ness that she was able to probe the 
main issues in American education with 
only four years of experience in the 
schools. Also, the balance and good 
temper which characterize her writing 
make it difficult to label her eccentric, 
extreme, or subversive. No doubt many 
of the cases and examples which she 
reports have a familiar ring, but, of 
course, these specifics are much less 
significant than the situation they rep- 
resent: “The school system is a man 
sick in his guts; he cannot be cured by 
a Band-Aid on his finger.” 

Although many readers may not 
agree that the basic cause of all of the 
disorder in American education may be 
laid at the door of the dominant Ameri- 
can educational philosophy of pragma- 
tism, and though some may think that 
Retreat from Learning is nothing very 
new either in details or general pattern, 
Miss Dunn’s book is, nevertheless, 
sound, thought-provoking and read- 
able. One must regret that she has 
turned away from teaching, for the 
teaching profession needs_ excellent 
people like Miss Dunn; but most 
readers will agree, I think, that she has 
left behind a valuable addition to con- 
temporary educational literature. 

EpwarpD J. Power, Px.D. 
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Person More Important 


than Work 
THe ScHoLAR AND THE Cross. By 
Hilda C. Graef (Newman Press, 


Westminster, Md.), 243 pp., illus- 

trated. $3.50. 

“This present study of Edith Stein,’ 
says Hilda Graef in the preface of her 
book, “is, as regards the main outline 
of her life, largely based on biographical 
material contained in the life written 
by her former novice mistress and 
prioress, Mother Teresia Renata de 
Spiritu Sanecto, O.C.D. and I wish to 
acknowledge with my warmest thanks 
my indebtedness to her for the factual 
information she has assembled as an 
aid to those wishing to undertake 
further studies of this noble woman.” 
Miss Graef’s indebtedness to Mother 
Renata is indeed great since there are 
no fewer than forty-eight footnotes that 
refer to Mother Renata’s book, Edith 
Stein, and some of these excerpts incor- 
porate almost entire chapters. 

However, there are many new and 
interesting additions such as a few pre- 
viously unpublished letters and ten 
photographs not published in the 
English translation of the book by 
Mother Renata. While The Scholar and 
the Cross is a good critical biography 
of Edith Stein, it is at times perhaps 
too critical, perhaps unnecessarily. 

Closely paralleling Mother Teresia’s 
book, Hilda Graef takes the reader 
through the childhood and school days 
of Edith Stein, shows the philosopher 
in the making, her teaching days and 
conversion. In a short chapter Hilda 
Graef compares the Church and the 
Synagogue in the new relationship 
between Edith Stein and her mother. 
She then traces Edith Stein’s evolution 
from lecturer to convent-school teacher, 
shows her as a pupil of St. Thomas, 
tells of her spiritual life and her growing 
reputation as a philosopher. 
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Hilda Graef’s book falls down badly 
when she tries to incorporate chapters 
of some of the deep _ philosophical 
writings of Edith Stein into the biog- 
raphy of her life. After describing 
Edith’s entrance into Carmel, there is 
a chapter called “Endliches Und Ewiges 
Sein” in which over twenty pages are 
devoted to a discussion and a critique 
of a work which Edith began while 
still in the world and which she com- 
pleted in 1936 in the Carmelite convent 
in Cologne. 

Actually, this chapter would more 
properly belong in an appendix, since 
it interrupts the flow of the story of 
the life of Edith Stein. Hilda Graef 
goes into a detailed critique of this 
entire philosophical work of Edith Stein. 
Readers without any philosophical 


background will find this a most difficult 
chapter to read. A few chapters farther 
on, the author again goes into Edith 
Stein’s works, this time on “Mystical 
Theology.” Here again, the life story 
of Edith Stein is interrupted by a 
critique of her philosophy by the author. 
It is regrettable that she has included 
these unnecessary criticisms of Edith 
Stein’s work in the story of her life. It 
must be due to Hilda Graef’s unfortu- 
nate lack of feeling for the person of 
Edith Stein, and she might well have 
followed the advice of Father Nota, 
S.J. (whose article she quotes from 
“De Linie” of Amsterdam in commem- 
oration of the fifth anniversary of the 
death of Edith Stein): “Edith Stein’s 
person is more important than her 
work.” Leon PAuL 
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A prominent Catholic psychiatrist writes a popular book on the mental health of children, 
He speaks specifically about the maladjusted child, treatment, sex in childhood, delinquency, 
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Rev. Louis Lochet 


Activity in the Church, purification in the Church, contemplation in the Church, these are 
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in the hearts of others who work and struggle in the service of Christ. Just released $4.50 
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Rev. Eugene Masure 


A contribution to the solution of the old problem of the state of perfection of the diocesan 
priest and of ascetical means at his disposal for attaining perfection. Introduction by Rev. 
Pascal Parente $3.95 
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Until the Day Dawns 


By Rev. James J. McNally 
Author of Rock of Truth 
and 


Make Way for Mary 





THe Book: Wuart It Is: As sequel to the highly successful Rock of Truth, the 
present work contains three-minute sermons drawn from the gospels of every 
Sunday and Feast of the ecclesiastical year—featuring Doubles of the Second 


Class. 
oe & cd 


Tue Book: Wuat It Is Nor: Until the Day Dawns is not a recasting of old ma- 
terial given to the people for decades past. Over twelve thousand priests in this 
country have ordered Rock of Truth, a tribute to the fresh approach to unchanging 


truths and to the vibrancy of Father McNally’s presentation. 
* * & 


Tue Autuor: Father McNally is more than an author; he is a successful preacher. 
No better recommendation can be offered in the case of a priest who authors a 
book of sermons. Father McNally has appeared on numerous occasions over the 
National Broadcasting System network, and his tape recordings have proved very 


popular among priests. 
* & & 


ResPECTED AppRAISAL: “We congratulate Father McNally for this magnificent 
work. In his eloquently simple style, Father McNally presents in this book 
precious lessons of Christ-like living. With these thoughts before him prayerfully 


, 


studied, a priest will find it easy to preach good sermons.” Most Reverend Joseph 


M. Pernicone, Auciliary Bishop of New York 


Price: $3.95 


JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 

















You Aux Dowini Sanctolite 


Conforms to the letter and spirit of Canon 1271 


In response to a demand by many of 
the hierarchy for a dependable sanc- 
tuary light which would conform abso- 
lutely to the letter and spirit of Canon 
1271, Will & Baumer has now made 
available a pure olive oil and pure bees- 
wax mixture—the new Lux Domini 
Sanctuary Light. This light is truly 
fitting to symbolize the Real Presence 

with ingredients so pure, so positively 
canonical that not a shadow of doubt 
remains. 

Unvarying in quality and sealed at 
the factory with positive identification 


guaranteeing its rubrical content, the 
Lux Domini Light can be handled and 
stored easily. It is available in the 
bottle-style container and is recom- 
mended for use particularly in Will & 
Baumer’s new Dome-Shape Sanctuary 
Lamp. Thus equipped the burning 
qualities of this new light can be fully 
guaranteed. 

*Only the finest quality pure olive oil is used 
with selected and tested top grades of pure 
virgin beeswax lo make the Lux Domini Light. 


Wille. 
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